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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tur General Zoology was commenced in 
1800 by Dr. G, Suaw, who died soon after 
the completion of the eighth volume, which 
was published in 1812. 

The Birds will be finished by Mr. J. F. 
SrEpHENS, who has brought this part of the 
work into a considerable state of forward- 
ness, and will introduce, during its progress, 
all the improvements proposed by modern 
systematic writers. 

The Natural History of the Mollusca will 
be written by Dr. H. D. Brarnvitze of 
Paris, and that of the Crustacea by Dr. W. E. 
Lreacu, under whose superintendance the 
whole continuation of the work will be con- 


ducted. 
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A LCEDO GALBULA 
as . - p. 223 
— grandis 227 
paradisea 225 


Sere 


Barbet Diane! - I9 
African . - 25 
beautiful a 8 
~black-spotted . 34 
——— black-throated 30 


——s buff-faced - 28 
——— Cayenne ~ 38 
-- collared . MARS 
doubtful , : 2 


—— grand ; wens |) 
great ‘. . 40 
——— greater pied les ae 


——— green d fe 22 
In d ian ° e 27 


Barbet, Latham’s - 


— lesser pied 


Opens LEtLO 


red-crowned . 


——— red-fronted 
—-— spotted-bellied 
—— wax-billed ‘ 


Bucco 


yellow-cheeked 
yellow-throated 


africanus 
calcaratus 
capensis . 
Cayanensis 
Cayanensis naevius 
cinereus 

dubius, Latham 
elegans 


34 


20 


Vill 

Bucco grandis 
Indicus . ‘ 
Lathami . ‘ 
——— macrorhynchos 


maynanensis_ . 


melanoleucos . 
niger : 


———— nigro-maculatus. 


parvus . ° 
—— philippensis  . 
— rubricapillus 
rufifrons . 
Tamatia . 
viridis 


——— Zeylanicus 


Corvus affinis . ‘ 
— australis, Gmel. 


Coucal é : 
Bengal 
black : . 
blue ‘ is 
Chinese . 3 
Egyptian 
giant : 
— green 
Lathamian 
pheasant 
rufous. 


——— Senegal . 
———Tolou . ; 
——— variegated 
——-— white-bellied . 


Cuckow ; 
w——— African . 


INDEX. 


31 


115 


Cuckow African, Latham 


: : : - p- 25 
—— Bee ~* 137 
black Indian . 88 

Obie. BO 
blue-headed . 110 
—— Brasilian crested 113 


——— Cape . ~- 85 

Carolina . +! AB 
Cayennex. . 90 
——— Cayenne, black Al 


Chinese spotted 102 

—— collared « i119 

—— common «388 
——— Coromandel crested 

: “ : - 114 

—— crested black 114 

——— ¢upreous . - 129 


—-— Eastern black 87—88. 
—-— Edolio . ce | 
——— Egyptian 51.54. 55- 
fan-tailed . - 96 
gilded. 127 
——— great spotted . 116 
—— Grosbeak » 86 


horned 121 
——~-— Indian spotted 95 
—-— Klaas , » 128 
—— Lark-heeled . 50 
—— laughing . 109 

long-billed rain 122 


long-heeled . 52 
— Madagascar 101 
~—- — Madagascar crest- 
ed. é ; 118 
——~— Mangrove 125 


——-— Mindanao 163 


INDEX. 1X 


Cuckow, noisy -  .p. 108 
——— Panayan s Gl 
106 
pheasant . » 48 


———-— Panayan spotted 


ene PISAN r ‘ 


punctated » Qs 
124 
————— red-crested . 120 
—— red-headed « 59 
105 
—— sacred. - 104 
——— St. Domingo . 97 


rain oi eke 


——— rufous spotted . 


shining . . 


Society . - 92 
——— solitary . eee | 
Sonnerat’s 111 
spotted . eaten | | 
strait-heeled . 53 
112 
——— white-rumped black 

: ‘ STEEN ans BQ 


———tippet. : 


—_— white-throated 83° 
107 


—— yellow-bellied . 


CUCULUS sc : Avoviae 
/Egyptius 51.54.55 
After. oe: se iBs 
———. Afer, Latham 25 


Americanus . 93 


Andalusiz . 116 
Aler: 114 
auratus on ARS 


bengalensis . 50 
—— bengalensis n@- 

viUs ‘ ‘. «av tS 
brasiliensis . 120 


137:4 


126 | 


Cucutus brasiliensis cor- - 


nutus . ° p. 121 
brasiliensis cris« 

tatus ‘ . » LIS 

canorus - 6s 

——— capensis . 85 

— Carolinensis 93 


cayanensis . 90 
cayanensis ne- 

viUs ‘ ? - 99 
cayanus - 90 


———clamosus . 108 
— ceruleus 86 
ee cornutus 121 
——— coromandus 119 
—— crassirostris 86 
- criard 108 

cristatus Ets 

anaes cristatus ruber 120 
enn neem CUPTEUS 129 


secs 


cyanocephalus 110 
-— Dominicus . 97 
ex nigro et albo 


ees 


mixtus . :. eee 

flabelliformis 95 

flavus . 207 

glandarius 116 
gulneensis crise — 

tatus viridis . ace GB 

Guira . arts 

—_——— gularis a 78S 

—  honoratus . 104 

jamaicensis'. 124 


— jamaicensis lon= 
128 
Indicus wes 


giroster . é : 


x. INDEX, 


Cucutus Indicus’ nevius Cucutvs rubicundus” p, 109 
: . : p- 105 || —————— scolopaceus*. 95 f 
——-— Indicus niger  - 87 |} ————— senegalensis «~~ 53 
—— Klaasus - 128 |} —————seniculus « 125 
———— lucidus « 126 || ————— serratus “ye 14 

———-—— maculatus . 102 || ————— solitarius . - 84 

— Madagascari- ——— Sonnerratii . ft 

-ensis . ‘ .- 101 |} ————— taitensis s "Q2 

— Madagascari- —- taitius . Senge 


ensis. Briss. .. ~ $2 |>— tenebrosus . - 89 
Madagascari- — Lolu i, » - 52 
ensis ceruleus . - 56 || ————tranquillus .- 41 
Madagascari- ae Vetula » 122 

ensis cristatus . e418 
Madagascari- Curucui .. ? ’ 4. 
ensis major ‘ oh 25 blue-cheeked . 7 
Malabaricusne- cinereous 10 
VLUS , ‘; - 104 fasciated iene * 
—__——— melanoleucos 114 Indian. oor 38 
——__-—__— mexicanus « « »109 Narina . vg oe. 
Mindanensis. 103 ~ red-bellied ghee 
——-—— Mindanensisne-. rufous) =. °° 9 
wius » »  « «6 104 || —~— spotted 2.2 6 95 
—_——— minor . pre 45) violet-headed_ . 8 
— nevius x aati Ei 4 - white-bellied . “11 


ee 


orientalis... 87 

palliolatus.. 112 
———— panayus__. -106 || GarputaA «.  .- « 222 
Persa . or oY albirostris . 226 
phasianus  .. 48 || -_--—— grandis * ge QO7 
pisanus 9 6<% 117 j) 


yellow-bellied ..- 11 


ee 


eee 


: longicauda- . 225 
—_-—--— pluvialis - 124 || —___— paradisea - ~~. .225 
——— punctatus. . 105 || __ rubricollis - . 224 
punctulatus .. 98 — viridis . +223 
———- pyrrhocephalus 59 
radiatus - Ql || Honey-guide } gf-*431 


° 


INDEX. 
Honey-guide greater p. 139 || Picus bengalensis __ p. 
lesser - 140 |) —— dicolor : 
Sparrman’s 138 || —— borealis ao HS 
—cafer... ° 
Jacamar, . . 222 Canadensis . 
greatisr ge 5 227 Canadensis striatus 
green . - 223 Canus. ° . 
—— Paradise . . 225 capensis. : 
red-throated . 224 Capitis Bone Spet 
white-billed . 226 Cardinalis . 4 
Carolinus . : 
Jacamiciri . ; . ~ 223 Carolinus var. Lath. 
new Pallas . 227 cayanensis . .? 
cayanensis albus — 
INDICATOR : 131 cayanensis minor 
hese major .- 139 — chlorocephalus .- 
minor .- 140 cinnamomeus - , 
-Sparmanii. 138 dominicensis minor ° 
dominicensis striatus 
Malkoha_. ‘ Ee erythrocephalus 
red-headed . 59 exalbidus “0 
=———— tricoloured . 61 fasciatus, : 
——— white-bellied . 60 flavescens .  .> 
flavicans . a 
OpxTHUS . ; ~° 62 flavipes ° 
Africanus . 63 flaviventris . - , ~ 
— goensis SPT a 
PHENICOPHEUS . 58 Goertan 
: leucogas- ——opriseus . : 
ter . : wore GO | = hirsutus .. ’ 
7 pyrrhoce- —— hirundinaceus . 
: wphalusiic:) 62: o- - -eBQ icterocephalus_ ., - 
—— —_———— tricolor. 61 || ——lignarius . 
| | —— lineatus é ‘ 
Picus eon. - 146 || —— mahrattensis 
——aurantius. . ~- 195 major 
—— auratus : 213 || —— malaccensis 


Xi 


Picus manillensis . . p. 189 


——— martius : . 148 
— medius : . 463 
——mmelanochloros . 203 
—— melanoleucos +—-$65 
———miniatus . - 210 
minor cts 166 
minutus 4.  .- 211 
moluccensis - 178 
multicolor , + OS 
— niger j . 148 
— niger carolinensis. 150 
niger CAYANENSLS Cr1S~ 
tatus ° ° - 152 
a———= norvegicus . - 188 
nubicus : - 180 
——obscurus  . 153 
-——olivaceus . 216 
— passerinus . 200 
pectoralis . - 208 
——~ Philippinarum . 190 
-——pileatus  . . 158 
eee PItiUS ; 2-912 
—— Portoricensis « “BY 
principalis 150 
——— pubescens . - 170 
ruber ; - 160 
—~ rubidicollis . ‘ ~ 456 
——trubricollis . 159 
rufus. - 6, ~@07 
—— senegalensis ~ ~198 
—— striatus ‘ » 199 
—— striatus, Gmel, ~. 162 | 
—— striatus cayanensis 204 | 
— tricolor yee ft 
tridactylia . «219 
variegatus . =. --193 


INDEX. 


Picus varius ago. BB 
varius, Briss. - 163 
varius canadensis 173 
varius cayanensis 220 
varius jamaicensis 182 
varius majore  .. 163 
varlus Mexicanus ma- 

jor x : -  hfS 
varius mexicanus mi- 

nor a ‘ « 176 
varius minor . AGG 


varius ‘virginianus 


minor : . 370.1471 
villosus : oP 

—— virginianus pileatus 158 
viridis » 183 
viridis norvegicus 188 
undatus . 206 
undulatus 220 
PoGonius ‘ . 1 
levirostris . 2 
sulcirostris -. 2 

Vieilloti ; 3 

Pogonius groove-beaked 2 
smooth-beaked 2 

Vieillot’s 3 
PoLopHiLus . 43 


- /Egyptius 54 
bengalensis 50 
——_——_—- ceruleus 56 


—————— gigas) «45 
Lathami . 46 
leucogaster 49 
maurus . 57 


oe eee 


nn 


| eee Phasiahus 48 


INDEX. xiii 


Potopuitus rufus . p. 44 


— senegalensis 53 
atest sinensis . 51 
vo Tolu - 52. 
———_——-variegatus 47 
chants et viridis ee 6S 
Touraco’ «~~. %. «> 8 
African . Pee) a: 
TRIDACTYLIA . . '218 
hirsuta . 219 

Bo 5 Sele undulata 220 
Tridactylia é - 218 | 


TROGON of ‘ 
nme ASIATICUS 
tein brasiliensis viri- 


dis e e , e e 
cayanensis cine- 


rTeUus : 3 
Curucui % 
fasciatus . . 


Indicus 


maculatus . 


— Narina .. 
rufus . ‘ 
— strigillatus 


violaceus “ 


viridis a ventre 
candido . : > 


Woodpecker . . 146 
——— bank - 212 


downy . - 219 
waved. . 220 | 


11 


| Woodpecker, Bengal p. 185 


black-breast- 

ed . " - OS 
———— brown. _ 178 
—___—. —— buff-crested 155 
—— Canada spot- 


ted ‘ 7 «. AZS 
Cape ~ Qs 

———-— Cape, Latham 194 
—_——— Cardinal . 176 

| ——_—-_—— Carolina . 182 


———— Cayenne . 204 


|-—_——— Chili ¥.cABZ 


——— crimson- 

rumped . ‘ - 179 
downy . 170 
————— Encenada. 193 
——_-——— ferruginous 209 
| Goa ... 187 
gold-backed 198 


omer 


—_—_—— gold-crested 203 


mice 


gold-winged 213 
gorget . 208 
———— greatblack 148 
———— greater spot- 
fed. ° gre yh 
—— green - 183 
— grey - 181 


grey-headed 
green eas - 188 
—_—— hairy « 271 


— lesser black 196 
——___—— lesser spotted 166 
——_——lineated . 152 
edrecbeamn! bithee Uk os 170 
tines Mathratia.. i177 
ae —-—— Malacca . 192 
—_-———- Manillagreen 189 


X1V 
Woodpecker, middle spot- 
ted ° ‘ ware 
———— minute 
—northern . 
— Nubian 
aa olive ° 
—— orange 
—-— “passerine . 
——————. Philippine 
—_—_—_—_-———- pileated 


Portorico . 


rayed 
red-breasted 
red-cheeked 
——_——. red-headed 
red-necked 


———— red-rumped 
red-throated 


wm red-winged 
—— rufous 
——_———- spotted bel- 
lied : - 
wen spotted In- 
dian 5 . 
striped bel- 


lied ‘e * ° e 


INDEX. 


163: 


211 
174 
180 
216 
195 
200 
190 
158 
217 
199 
160 
206 
153 
159 
104 
156 
210 
207 


168 
185 


162 


Woodpecker, three-toed p.219 
three-toed, 

southern . . « ~ 220 

7 varied . 175 

—_——— white-billed 150 


a white-rumped 153 
———— yellow . 202 
——_—-— yellow-bel- 


lied . : : s OL 
—-— yellow-crest- 


ed . ; ; . 201 
——-— yellow-head- 
ed . Nae 43} 


———— yellow-leg- 

ged : - 190 
— Yellow, with 
black spots : - 34 


WRYNECK , 2 > a2 


common e443 
Yunx : 4 - 142 
minutissumus me «ib | 


——torquilla . . 143 


Directions for placing the Plates in Vol. IX. 


Part I. 


The Vignette represents a diminished figure of Pogonius Vieil- 


loti, described in page 3. 


Plate 1 
4 
a 


22 


to face page 


2 || Plate 24 to face page 
3 25 _—— 
9 26 —————. 
9 2 gear aere 
1] 28 —————. 
16 29 ———— 
28 30. ——_—— 
34 31 ——-———. 
39 320 ———__——. 
44 330 ————_—— 
46 34. ——-——. 
47 35 
48 35* ment 
49 35** —.~- 
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(114 39 —--————— 
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BIRDS. 


ORDER 


PICS. 


POGONIUS. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum magnum, crassum, || Beak large, thick, ciliated at 


basi ciliatum, mandibula the base; with the upper 
- superiore utrinque biden- mandible bidentate on both 
tata. sides. 

Nares vibrissis tectze. Nostrils covered with bristles. 
Pedes simplices, digitis duo- || eet simple, with. two toes 
bus anticis, duobus pos- before, and two behind. 

ticis. 


‘Tere are at present only three species known 
of this curious genus, which may be easily distin- 
guished from Bucco by the characters above given. 
They are all inhabitants of Africa, but with their 
manners we are utterly unacquainted. 

V. IX. P. I. -seaeiea 


GROOVE-BEAKED POGONIUS. 
(Pogonius sulcirostris. ) 


P. cyaneo-ater ; gula, jugulo, abdomine fasciaque obscura alarum 
coccineis ; lateralibus flavidis ; dorso macula alba ; remigibus 
JSuscis; rostro mandibula superiore longitudinaliter unisulcato, 
infertore sulcis transversis exarata. 

Blue-black Pogonius, with the throat, neck, belly, and an ob- 
scure stripe on the wings scarlet ; sides yellowish; back with 
a white spot; quills dark brown; upper mandible with one 
longitudinal, under with many transverse grooves. 

Bucco dubius. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 206. 16. 

Le Barbican. Buff: Hist. Nat. Os, 75432. 

Le Barbican, des cétes de Barbaria. Buff. Pl. Enl. 602. 

Pogonius sulcirostris. Leach Zool. Misc. 2. t. 76. 

Doubtful Barbet, Lath, Gen. Syn, 2. 506. 16. 


Tuts remarkable bird is in length nine inches: 
beak one inch and a half; the under mandible 
transversely channelled beneath: upper parts of 
the body, wings, and tail black, with a white spot 
on the back: abdomen yellowish at the sides: an 
obscure stripe on the wings, and the whole of the 
under parts red, except a band on the breast, and 
the thighs and vent, which are black : legs reddish 
brown, and’rather short. Inhabits the north ot 
Africa, about the coast of Barbary. 


SMOOTH*BEAKED POGONIUS. 


(Pogonius leevirostris.) 


P. ater; gula, jugulo, pectore, abdomine fasciaque alarum coc- 
cineis; dorso macula alba; vertice coccineo-variegato ; rostro 
levi haud sulcato, 
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SMOOTH-BEAKED POGONIAS. 


VIEILLOT’S POGONIUS. : 3 


Black Pogonius ; throat, neck, breast, abdomen and a stripe on 
the wings scarlet; back with a white spot ; crown of the head 
variegated with scarlet; beak smooth, not grooved. 

Bucco dubius 8. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 206. 16. 

Pogonius levirostris. Leach Zool. Misc. 2. t. 77. 


Beak not grooved beneath: general colour 
blueish black: the crown of the head variegated 
with crimson, which colour passes behind the eyes, 
and reaches forward to the breast, which is like- 
wise crimson; greater wing-coverts tipped with 
crimson, forming an oblique bar of the same across 
the wing: on the back is a white spot: all the 
under parts are red, except the chin, which is 
black: quills brown: this bird inhabits Africa: 
there is a very fine specimen preserved in the 
British Museum. . 


VIEILLOT’S POGONIUS. 


(Pogonius Vieilloti.) 


P. brunneus; subtus albidus ; capite collo gula maculisque pecs 
toralibus coccineis ; remigibus interioribus externé pallido mar- 
ginatis; rostro levt, Ricied sulcata. © 

Brown Pogonius; whitish beneath; head, neck, throat, and 
spots on the breast, scarlet; interior wing-quills externally 
margined with pale; beak smooth, not grooved. 

Pogonius Vieilloti. Leach Zool. Misc. 2. 104. ¢. 97- 


Tue only specimen that I have seen is preserved 
in the British Museum : this appears to be a young 
bird in the state of changing its plumage. In- 
habits Africa. 


TROGON. CURUCUI. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum breve, validum, mar- || Beak short, strong, serrated 


gine serratum, at the margin. 
Nares vibrissis tecte. Nostrils covered with bris- 
tles. 
Pedes breves, simplices lanu- || Feet short, simple, covered 
gine tecta, digitis duobus || - with down, with two toes 
anticis, duobus posticis. before, and two behind. 


Tue birds of this genus are mostly inhabitants 
of South America, there being only two that are 
found in other parts; they differ very much in 
appearance in the various stages of growth, so 
much so, that it has caused great confusion of 
species : they feed on fruits, and all agree in their 
general habits of life, which are similar to those de- 
scribed under T’. curucui. They are called Cou- 
roucouis or Curucuz at Guiana, from their notes 
being very much like’ that word. 


SPOTTED CURUCUI.. 


(Trogon maculatus. ) 


TR. fusco et nigricante fasciatus; vertice viridi; tectricibus alarum 

 remigtbusque secundariis viridibus apice albis; cauda nigricante 
Sascits albis. 

Curucui striped with dusky and brown; crown green; wing- 

- coverts and secondary quill-feathers green, white at the 
tips ; tail dusky with white bars. 

Trogon maculatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 404.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 

1. 201. 7. 
Spotted Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 491.6. 


ABOUT six inches in length: beak brown: crown 
dark green: neck, breast, and belly, pale brown, 
barred with dusky : margins of the wings white : 
coverts and secondaries green, tipped with white : 
tail dusky, banded with white. Inhabits Ceylon. 


FASCIATED CURUCUI. 


(Trogon fasciatus. ) 


Tr. dorso ferrugineo, corpore subtus fulvo-rubro ; capite colloque 
nigricantibus ; fascia pectoral alba; alis albo nigroque fas- 
ciatis ; cauda apice nigris. 

Curucui with a ferruginous back, body beneath fulvous red ; 

- head and neck fucks, with a white fascia on the breast; 
wings fasciated with black and white; apex of the tail black. 

Trogon fasciatus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 405.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 
1. 200. 6. 

Fasciated Curucui. Lath, Syn. 2. 492. 7. 


Leneru ten inches and ahalf. Beak black, thick, 
strong, and arched, furnished with bristles at the 
base: orbits naked, of a dark blue: irides yellow: 
head and neck dusky black: paler on the breast, 
across which is a white band, beneath that the 
whole under side is of a light, reddish, orange 
colour: back tawney, tail-coverts grey : wing-co- 
verts and scapulars elegantly barred with un- 
dulating lines of black and white: quills dusky, 
striated with white on the exterior webs: tail 
very long, unequal, the outer feathers the shortest: 
tip black: legs dusky. 

This species inhabits Ceylon, where it is called 
by the inhabitants Rautvan-kondea, but it is very 
rare. 


BLUE-CHEEKED CURUCUI. 


(Trogon asiaticus. ) 


TR. viridis, fronte vertice cerviceque rubris, gula cerulea macula 
rubra, remigibus rectricibusque nigris. 

Green Curucui, with the forehead, crown and hind part of the 
neck red ; throat blue, with a red spot ; quills and tail-feathers 
black, 

Trogon asiaticus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 201.8. 

Blue-cheeked Curucui. Lath. Syn. Sup. 93. 


Nine inches in length: forehead red, edged with 
a white line ; crown and hind part of the neck, 
red, bounded below with a line of white, and on 
the sides by black: from each eye a narrow red 
line extends pointing upwards: throat blue, marked 
with a spot of red at the bottom: the rest of the 
body, wings and tail, a rich green, the quills ex- 
cepted, which are black: legs green. Inhabits 
India. 


VIOLET-HEADED CURUCUI. 
(Trogon violaceus.) — 


TR. violaceus, dorso viridi, tectricibus alarum, remigibusque. ser 
cundariis albo maculatis, rectricibus tribus, lateralibus albo © 
nigroque fasciatis, apice albis. 

Violet-coloured Curucui, with a green back; wing-coverts and 
secondary quills spotted with white; the three lateral tail- 
feathers barred with black and white, with white tips. - 

Trogon violaceus. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1.404.—Lath. Ind. Orn. \. 
199. 3. 

Le Couroucou a chaperon violet. Buff. Hist, Nat. Ovs. 6. 
204. | | 

Violet-headed Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 491. 5. 


Ratuer larger than T. rufus. Beak lead-co- 
loured at the base, and whitish at the points; on 
the forehead, round the eyes and the ears, it is 
blackish ; the remainder of the head, throat, neck, 
and breast, very dark violet ; eye-lids yellow; back 
and rump of a dark gilded green; upper tail-co- 
verts blueish green, and gilded as the others; 
wings brown; coverts and lesser quills spotted 
with white; the two middle tail-feathers blueish 
green, tipped with black; the next two, on each 
side, partly green, and partly black; the three 
exterior ones black, barred and tipped with white. 
Inhabits Cayenne. 


RUFOUS-CURUCUI. 


RUFOUS 


CURUCODUIL. 


Qs 


RUFOUS CURUCUI. 


(Trogon rufus.) - 


TR. rufus, corpore subtus flavo, alis grisco nigroque striatis, rec- 
tricibus tribus utringue lateralibus albo nigroque fasciatis, apice 
albis. EY ISR ELS ee 3 

Rufous Curucui, with the body beneath yellow; wings: striated 
with black and grey; the three lateral tail-feathers ‘striated 
with black and white, with white tips... Alba's . 

Trogon rufus. Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1. 404. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
200. 5. Bee : pL aet Fe 

Couroucou a queue rousse de Cayenne. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 
6. 293.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 736. ° 7 BPR cy a, 

Rufous Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 490-4. 21... 2.8.” 


Tue Rufous Curucui is in length nine inches ; 
general colour rufous; the belly, thighs, and vent 
yellow ; wing-coverts striated with black and grey; 
quills black, with dusky edges; six inner tail- 
feathers of equal length, rufous with black tips ; 
three exterior ones striated transversely with black 
and white, gradually shortening in length to the 
most outward one, and tipped with white; belly 
and legs dusky. Is found in Cayenne. 
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CINEREOUS CURUCUI. 


( Trogon strigilatus. ) 


Tr. cinereus, abdomine fulvo, alis strigis albis, rectricibus nigris, 
tribus lateralibus extus albo fasciatis apice albis. 

Cinereous Curucui, with a fulvous abdomen; wings striated with 
white; tail-feathers black, the three lateral ones outwardly 
banded and tipped with white. 

Trogon strigilatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 167. 1.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 402.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 200. 4- 

Trogon cayanensis cinereus. Bris, 4. 165.—1. 16. 1.—Geo. 

_ Orn, 2. 53. 188. 

Couroucou de la Guiane. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 293.—Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 765. 


Cinereous Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 489. 3. 


Size of a Blackbird. Length twelve inches and 
a half; beak one inch long and dark ash colour ; 
the general colour of the body dark ash, but more 
so on the legs and thighs; belly and under tail- 
coverts of a fine orange yellow; scapulars, upper 
wing-coverts, and the greater ones close to the 
body, blackish, striated transversely with narrow 
white lines; those farthest from the body plain; 
under wing-coverts dark ash, margined with white ; 
greater quills blackish ; the five first have white 
margins two-thirds of (ieee length; secondaries 
blackish, but white at the base, and marked with 
that colour on the exterior edge; tail blackish, 
the six middle feathers six inches and a quarter in 
length; the three exterior ones shorten gradually, 
the most outward being two inches shorter than 
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YELLOW-BELLIED CURUCUIs 1] 


the middle ones, and striated with white on the 
outer edge, as well as tipped with the same; legs 
and claws dark ash-colour. Inhabits Cayenne and 
Guiana. | | 


YELLOW-BELLIED CURUCUI. 


ance eros 


TR. viridi-aureus subtus luteus, sith nigra, rectricibus utringue 
tribus extimis oblique et dentatius albis. - 


Golden Green Curucui, beneath yellow; throat black; with the 


three lateral tail-feathers on both sides, obliquely dentated 
with white. . 

Trogon viridis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 167. 3.—Gmel, Syst.’ Nat 
1, 404,—Bris. 4. 108.2. t. 7. 1o—Ger. Orn. 2. 53. 1890.— 
Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 199. 2. 

Couroucou a ventre jaune. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 291.— Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 195. 

Yellow-bellied Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 488, 2 

8. minor, abdomine albo, | 

_ Less, abdomen white. 

Trogon viridis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 167. 9. B.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 


1. 199. 2. B. 
Trogon viridis ventre candido, Briss. 4. 170. 3. 


Couroucou verd a ventre blanc. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 293. 
White-bellied Curucui. Lath. Syn. 1. 489. 2 


ELEvEN inches and a half in length; beak pale 
ash-colour; nearly an inch long; the upper part 
of the head violet, with a mixture of green gold; 
the sides of the head and throat black; the upper 
parts of the body green gold reaching forwards 
and forming a band of the same colour on the 
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breast ; all beneath this orange yellow; the thighs 
nearly black, under wing-coverts the same, bor- 
dered with white; upper wing-coverts and scapu- 
lars black; quills black brown, the outer edges 
from the base to the middle white, from thence to 
the end spotted with white; tail wedge-shaped ; 
the two middle feathers exceed the outer ones by 
near two inches, and blackish, glossed with green 
gold; the second and third, on each side, the 
same, but the margins only greev gold; the third 
has a black tip; the fourth blackish, and indented 
with white on the exterior edge at the tip; and 
the two outer ones, half way from the base blackish, 
the rest white; and these two colours indented 
into each other, as in the former; legs feathered 
to the toes, with blackish feathers ; toes and claws 
brown ash. Inhabits Cayenne. 

There is a variety of this bird which is rather 
less than the former, and differs in having the belly 
white, instead of yellow; the end half of the tail- 
feathers white, separated obliquely, but indented 
with the other colours, as in the common variety. 
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INDIAN CURUCUI. 


(Trogon indicus.) 


Tr. nigricans, supra ferugineo-maculatus ; subtus flavescens. ni- 
gricante fasciatus ; capite nigro alboque striato ; cauda longis- 
sima fasciata, | 

Dusky Curucui, with ferruginous spots above; beneath yel- 
lowish striped with dusky; head black with white stripes; tail 
very long and ba gd. 

Trogon indicus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1.201. 9. 

Indian Curucui.. Lath. Syn. Sup. 94. 


Beak blueish, very much hooked; head and 
neck black, striped with white; from the corners 
of the mouth, just beneath the cheeks a whitish 
streak; back and wings dusky, marked with 
round rusty spots; breast and belly yellowish 
white, barred with dusky ; tail very long, wedge- 
shaped, and crossed with narrow dusky bars ; legs 
ash-colour. 

Dr. Latham, from whose celebrated work we - 
have taken the description of this bird, says it 
inhabits India, and is called by the natives Bun- 
gummi. 
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NARINA CURUCUF. 


(Trogon Narina.) 


Tr. Superne viridis ; abdomine coccineo. 

Mas. Capite, dorso, collo, gula, jugulo, pectore tectricibusque vt- 
ridibus, his postice cinereis; remigibus nigris eaterne albo- 
limbatis. | 

Fem. Gula, jugulo, tectricibusque brunueis 3 abdomine antice 
cinerascente. 

Curucui above green; with a red belly. 

Male, with the head, neck, back, throat, jugulum, breast, and 
wing-coverts green; which last are greyish behind; quills 
black, bordered externally with white. 

Female, with the throat, jugulum, and wing-coverts brown; 
abdomen in front cinerascent. 

Le Couroucoucou Narina. Le Vaill. Ois. d’ Afr. 5. 228. male. 
229. female. ort 


Tuer male has the head, neck, back, legs, wings, 
and tail-coverts green; large wing-coverts cine- 
reous, beautifully rayed and speckled with zigzag 
marks of blackish; the great quills black with 
broad white margins; breast, belly, and under 
parts of the tail red; the four middle feathers of 
which are of a length, and of a beautiful green co- 
lour; feet yellowish ; eyes reddish ; female much 
less than the male, greenish brown on the head, 
back part of the neck and upper part of the tail ; 
throat and under part of the neck and breast red- 
dish brown; belly rose-coloured; wing quills 
sooty black with white edges; great coverts less 
rayed than those of the male; eyes brown. 


NARINA CURUCUI. 15 


In the young state the male has the large wing- 
coverts reddish, and the quills of the wings 
brownish black, with white.sides; and the female 
has less of the reddish colour than the male, the 
hinder part of the neck and the breast is red. 

Le Vaillant, to whom we are indebted for the 
figure and description of this bird, informs ts that 
it 1s an inhabitant of Caffraria, and the country 
of Auteniquoi to the river Gamtoo, and that the 
name Narina in the Hottentot language signifies 
a flower. , 

This species builds its nest in the holes of trees, 
in which the female deposits four nearly round 
eggs, and during the time of her incubation the 
male has a melancholic note, at all other times he 
is silent. 


4 RED-BELLIED CURUCUI. 


(Trogon Curucui.) 


Tr. viridi-aureus, subtus fulvo-miniaceus ; gula nigra, tectricibus 
alarum rectricibusque tribus extimis albo nigroque fasciatis. 

Golden-green Curucui, of a fulvous red beneath; throat black ; 

. wing-coverts and the three exterior tail-feathers white striped 
with black. ry | 

Trogon Curucui. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 167. 2.—Gmel. Syst, Nat. 
1. 403.— Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 198. 1. 

Trogon brasiliensis viridis, Bris. 4. 173. 4.—Ger. Orn, 2. 53. 
187. ae | 

Couroucou a ventre rouge; Buff. Hist. Nat. Ors, 6. 287. 14.— 

. Buff. Pl. Enl. 452. 

Red-bellied Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 485.1. 

B. griseo-cinereus viridi-nitens ; abdomine postice rubro ; cauda 
longiore. 

Greyish cinereous, with a green gloss; abdomen red behind ; 
tail long. 

Couroucou a longue queue. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 88.—Buf. 
Pl. Enl. 737. 

Trogon Curucui. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 198. 1. 7. 

Red-bellied Curucui. Lath. Syn. 2. 486. 1. B. 


Ratuer less than a Magpie; length ten inches 
and a half; beak pale yellow; the under man- 
dible armed with stiff black bristles, and both eye- 
lids the same; irides golden; head, neck, upper 
part of the breast, back, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts shining green, with a blue gloss in certain 
lights; throat black; wing-coverts blueish grey, 
marked with many undulating black lines; quills 
black, with part of the shafts white ; the breast, 
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belly, sides, and under tail-coverts of a beautiful 
red: the thighs blackish: upper surface of the tail 
green, similar to the back, except the three outer 
feathers, which are blackish, and crossed with 
narrow transverse lines of grey ; tail itself wedge- 
shaped: legs brown. The female is said by Buffon 
to differ in having those parts, which are of a fine 
brilliant green in the male, black grey, and en- 
tirely without gloss: the undulating lines on the 
wings are also less conspicuous: and three of the 
outer tail-feathers have the webs marked with black 
and white: the upper mandible is not yellow, but 
brown, and the red colour does not extend so high 
on the breast. 

This bird is said to vary very much, and Marc- 
grave mentions one which had the wing-coverts 
plain brown: the bill ash-coloured, irides saftron- 
coloured, and without the bare spot under the eye 
mentioned by Brisson in his description. 

There is another variety described and figured 
by Buffon: the beak of which is exactly similar 
both in shape and colour: but the whole bird is of 
a cinereous grey, with very slight traces of green 
gold, on a close inspection, especially on the back 
and middle tail-feathers: the lower part of the 
belly. and vent only are red: and the tail itself 
very long, having the outer webs of the three la- 
teral feathers and the tips plain white: the three 
outer quills are also marked with black and white 
on the exterior webs. 

This is a very solitary bird, being found only in 
the thickest forests, and in the pairing time there 
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18 RED-BELLIED CURUCUI. 


are never more than two found together, at which 
time the male has a very melancholy note (by 
which his haunts are discovered) which is never 
uttered at any other time than while the female is 
sitting, for instantly on the young making their 
appearance, he becomes again perfectly mute. 
They begin to pair in April, and build in the hole 
of a rotten tree, laying three or four white eggs, 
about the size of Pigeon’s, on the decayed dust, 
which if there does not happen to be any already in 
the hole, they are said to procure by bruising the 
sound wood into powder, by means of their bill, 
which being very strong and powerful they easily 
effect. During the incubation of the female, the 
male supplies her with food, and by his song helps 
to pass away the time, which might otherwise 
seem too long. The young when first hatched, 
are quite destitute of feathers: the head is very 
large and out of proportion, and the legs too long : 
the old birds feed them with small worms, cater- 
pillars and insects, and when able to shift for 
themselves, desert them and return to their soli- 
tary haunts, till August or September ; when they 
are again instinctively prompted to produce an- 
other brood. | 

These birds are called at St. Domingo, Le Ca- 
legon rouge, and in other islands, Demoiselle, or 
Dame Angloise, in which places it has been tried 
in vain to tame them, as they refuse to eat, ‘and 
die in consequence. ‘They are likewise found at 
Cayenne, Peru, Brasil, and Mexico. 
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BUCCO. BARBET. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum, robustum, acutum, || Beak strong, pointed, com- 


lateribus compressis, usque | 
ad oculus hyans, ad apicem 
emarginatum et incurvatum, 
ad basin barbatum aut pen- 
nis duriusculis obtectum., 


pressed laterally, covered 
with ‘strong bristles or 
bearded at the base, the 
apex emarginate and in- 
curved; the gape reaching 


below the eyes. 

Nostrils covered with recum- 
bent feathers. 

Feet formed for climbing, 


Nares pennis recumbentibus 
obtecte. 
Pedes scansorii. 


Tue birds of this genus are all inhabitants of 
Africa, and the warmer parts of Asia and Ame- 
rica; their head is very large, their bills strong 
and nearly straight, almost covered with bristles, 
tail-feathers generally ten. They are a solitary 
stupid race, mostly living in sequestered forests ; 
their principal food is insects. 
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Wings simple, or without a spur at the shoulder. 


BEAUTIFUL BARBET. 


(Bucco maynanensis.) 


Bu. viridis, capite gulaque rubris ceruleo-marginatis ; jugulo 
pectoreque flavo; abdomine antice rufescente, postice fusco 
maculato ; remigibus interne fuscescentibus. 

Green Barbet, with the head and throat red margined with 
blue: jugulum and breast yellow; abdomen in front rufes- 
cent, behind spotted with fuscous; quill-feathers internally 
brownish. 

Bucco maynanensis. Briss. 4. 102. 5.¢.7.f. 3.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 203. 4. 

Bucco elegans. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 406. 

Le beau Tamatia. Buff. Hist, Nat. Ois. 7. 98. 

Barbu de Maynas, Buff. Pl. Enl. 330. 

Beautiful Barbet. Lath. Syn. 2, 498. 4. 


Tuis bird is the size of a Sparrow: length about 
five inches and three quarters: beak near an inch 
long, of an ash-colour, with the edges and tip of a 
yellowish white : top of the head, sides, and throat, 
red, edged with light blue: at the corners of the 
mouth is a streak of light blue, which. separates 
the red on each side: the upper parts of the body 
and tail are green: the latter wedge-shaped and 
consisting of ten feathers: the quills are brown, 
with the outer edges green: the fore part of the 
neck and breast deep yellow: on the lower part 
of the breast is a large red spot; the rest beneath 
yellowish white, spotted longitudinally with green : 
the legs and claws ash-colour. 


YELLOW-THROATED BARBET. gl 


' Is found in the country of Maynas, on the bor- 
ders of the river Amazon, in South America, and 
is much more lively than most of its kind, as well 
as more agreeable in its shape, not being so clum- 
sily made, and more beautiful in its general ap- 
pearance. 


YELLOW-THROATED BARBET. 
(Bucco philippensis.) 


Bu. viridis, subtus flavicans olivaceo maculatus: gula capiteque 

- lateribus flavis ; vertice juguloque rubris. 

Green Barbet, beneath yellowish spotted with olive ; throat and 
sides of the head yellow ; top and jugulum red. 

Bucco philippensis. Bris. 4. 99.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 407.— 
Lath. Ind. Orn, 1, 203. 7.—Cuv. des an, 234. 1. 

Barbu a gorge jaune. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 102. 5. 

Barbu des Philippines. Buff: Pl. Enl. 331. 

Yellow-throated Barbet. Lath. Syn. 2. 500. 7. 


LsnerTu five inches and a half: the beak brown, 
rather thick, and almost an inch in length: the 
top of the head, as far as the crown, red; the rest 
of the head, with the upper parts of the body, 
wings, and tail, dull green: on each side of the 
head is a large yellow spot, in the middle of 
which the eye is placed: the throat and fore part 
of the neck are yellow: on the upper part of the 
breast is a transverse broad band of red: the rest 
of the under parts dirty yellow: longitudinally 
streaked with dull green: the legs yellowish, 
claws brown. The female differs from the male in 
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having no red on the head and breast ; and the 
spot in which the eyes are placed, with the breast, 
and fore part of the neck, are yellowish white. 
Inhabits the Philippine islands. 


GREEN BARBET. 


( Bucco viridis.) 


Bu. viridis; capite colloque griseo-fuscis ; capite pone oculum 
utringue macula alba. 

Green Barbet, with the head and neck greyish-brown; head 
with a white spot on both sides near the eyes. 

Bucco viridis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.408.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
205. 11. . 

Le Barbu vert. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.107. 

Le Barbu de Mahé. Buff. Pl. Enl. 870. 

Green Barbet. Lath, Syn. 2. 504.11. 


Tus species is six and a half inches in length: 
the bill is white, and measures an inch and a half 
long, and seven lines thick at the base; where the | 
upper mandible is furnished with black bristles : 
the head and neck are greyish-brown : the feathers 
of the latter edged with white: there is a white 
spot both above and beneath the eye: the rest of 
the bird, except the greater quills, which are 
brown, is of a beautiful green, but paler on the 
under side: legs dusky. Inhabits India. 


“RED-CROWNED BARBET. . : 


(Bucco rubricapillus.) 


Bu. veridis, vertice gulaque coccineis; humeris macula. albida 3. 

_ pectore flavo fascia rubra nigro marginata; abdomine.albo. 

Green Barbet, with the crown and throat scarlet; shoulders 
with a white spot; breast yellow with a red fascia margined 
with black; abdomen white. 

Bucco rubricapillus. Gmel. Syst. Nat.1.408.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 
1,205. 13. 

Red-crowned Barbet. Brown, Ill. t. 14.—Lath. Syn, 2. 505. 14. 


Axout five inches and a half in length: beak 
dusky: crown and throat scarlet: a black line on 
the sides of the head above each eye; and a white 
spot above each shoulder: back and wing-coverts 
green: primary feathers dusky, breast yellow, 
with a short transverse band of black, and an- 
other of red in the middle: belly white: tail 
green: the exterior feathers dusky: legs red. 
Inhabits Ceylon. 
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YELLOW-CHEEKED BARBET. 


(Bucco zeylanicus, ) 


Bu. viridis ; capite colloque pallide fuscis; genis flavis nudius- 

’ culis ; tectricibus alarum albo maculatis. 

Green Barbet, with the head and neck pale fuscous: cheeks 
yellow and naked: wing-coverts with white spots. 

Bucco zeylanicus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1..408.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 
»-1. 205. 15. - 

Yellow-cheeked Barbet. Brown, Jil. t. 15.—Lath. Syn..2. 506. 
.15.—Lath. Sup. 95. 


Near six inches in length: beak red: head and 
neck pale brown, clouded: eyes situated in «a 
naked yellow spot: back pale green: wing-coverts 
the same, each feather spotted with white in the 
middle: primary feathers green: interior feathers 
dusky: belly pea-green: tail green: legs pale 
yellow. 

This species inhabits Ceylon, Batavia, and like- 
wise India: is called by the Cingalese, Koétorea. 
It perches on high trees, cooing like a turtle, but 
much louder; and from this noise the natives 
have given it the above name. 
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AFRICAN BARBET. 


(Bucco Africanus.) 


Bu. Remigibus ceruleo aut viridescente nigris. 

Mas. Corpore subtus fronteque albidis ; vertice, colloque postice 
nigris; cauda superne ceruleo-nigra; tectricibus viridibus 
rubro-marginatis. 

Foam. Capite, collo, jugulo, ventreque ferrugineis fusco-lunato 
maculatis ; dorso caudaque superne ferrugineis immaculatis, 

Barbet, with the quills of a blue or greenish black. 

Male, with the body beneath and the forehead whitish; top of 
the head and neck behind black ; tail above of a blue-black ; 

_ wing-coverts green with red margins. 

Female, with the head, neck, jugulum, and belly ferruginous 
with lunulated fuscous spots; back and tail above ferruginous 
without spots. 

Cuculus Afer. Gimel. Syst. Nat, 1, 418.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 
1. Sao 

Cuculus Madagascariensis major. Briss. 4. 160. 28. ¢. 15. f. 1. 

Le Vourou-driou, Buff Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 395. mas. 

Le Vouroug-driou. Le Vaill. Ois. d’Afr, 5. 226. mas. 227, 
female. 

Le Grand Coucou de Madagascar. Buff: Pl. Enl. 587. mas. 

588. female.—Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 396. 
African Cuckow, Lath, Syn. 2. 532. 36. A. male. B, female. 


Tuis bird has been considered by many authors 
as a species of Cuculus, but the form of the beak 
alone, (without descending to other characters,) is 
sufficient to remove it from thence. The beak of the 
male is two inches in length, and blackish: head, 
throat, and neck ash-colour: crown of the head 
blackish, with a green and copper gloss: from the 
bill to the eye on each side is a black line: the back, 
rump, scapulars, and upper wing and tail-coverts, 
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green, glossed with copper: breast, belly, sides, 
thighs, under wing and tail-coverts bright grey: 
greater quills blackish: lesser quills dull green, 
with a greenish copper gloss: the tail composed 
of twelve feathers of equal lengths, above copper 
and green gold, beneath black: legs reddish: 
claws black. The beak of the female is above two 
inches in length, and brown: head, throat, and 
hind part of the neck, transversely striped with 
brown and rufous: back and rump brown: the 
upper tail-coverts, fore part of the neck, breast, 
belly, sides, and under tail-coverts, inclining to 
rufous, with a blackish spot near the end of every 
feather: thighs and under wing-coverts plain: 
lesser wing-coverts brown with rufous tips: greater 
ones brown on the inner, and dull green on the 
outer edge, margined and tipped with rufous: 
quills as in the male, but duller: tail brown above, 
rather rufous at the tip: legs reddish: claws 
blackish. 7 | 

The female of this bird greatly exceeds the 
male in length, being seventeen inches and a half 
long, whereas the male is but fifteen. 
_ This species abounds in Caffraria and the ad- 
joining country ; the male is called by the natives 
Vouroug-driou, and the female Cromb, being by 
them considered as distinct, in consequence of 
their great dissimilarity: it is likewise found in 
Madagascar. Its food consists principally of 
fruits, but Le Vaillant found in their stomachs 
the remains of half digested cicadz, mantides, 
and locusts. 


INDIAN BARBET. 


(Bucco Indicus. ) 


Bu. viridis, subtus albus striis viridibus, capite nigro fronte ju- 
guloque rubris; genis, gula maculaque pectoris flavis. 

Green Barbet, beneath white striated with green, head black, 
forehead and front of the neck red; cheeks, throat, and 
breast with yellow spots. 

Bucco Indicus. Lat. Ind. Orn, 1. 205. 14. 

Indian Barbet. Lath. Syn. Sup. 97. 


Srx inches in length: beak blue, hooked, beset 
at the base with hairs that exceed the bill itself in 
length: plumage in general green: forehead red: 
round the eye and chin yellow: the rest of the 
head black: body beneath white, streaked with 
green, reaching on each side of the neck in a 
crescent, and bordering the yellow chin: below 
this it is red, and lower is a spot of yellow, except 
which, the rest of the under part is white: quills 
dark ash-colour: legs red. Inhabits India, where 
it is called Bussen-buddoo. 
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LATHAM’S BARBET. 


(Bucco Lathami.) 


Bu. olwaceus, remigibus caudaque obscuris ; vane mentoque sub- 
Jusco rufescentibus. 
Greenish Barbet, quill-feathers and tail obscure,’ the face and 
' chin brownish rufescent. 
Bucco Lathami. Gel, hi ie Cd 1. 408.—Lat. Ind. Orn. 1. 
205. 12. 
Buff-faced Barbet. Laih. Syn. 1, 504.12. #22. , 


LenetH six inches: beak pale, covered with 
bristles at the base, which are longer than the bill 
itself: the forehead, chin, and sides of the head, 
round the eyes are of a dull buff colour: the rest 
of the head and body are of a dark olive green, 
except the under parts that are rather lighter: 
wings the same as the back: quills dusky, with 
green margins; the tail likewise dusky and short : 
legs and claws yellow. 

There is a specimen of this bird in the British 
Museum, native place unknown. 


LATHAMS BARBET. 


LITTLE BARBET.« 


(Bucco parvus, ) 


Bu. fulvo-fuscus, subtus albidus fusco striatus ; gula lutea ; striga 
suboculart pallida. 

Fulvous-brown Barbet, beneath whitish striated with brown ; 
throat yellow; and with a pale streak beneath the eyes. 

Bucco parvus. Gel, Syst, Nat. 1. 407.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 
204. 9. 

Le petit Barbu. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 105. 

Barbu du Senegal. Buff. Pl. Enl. 746, 2. 

Little Barbet. Lat, Syn. 2. 503. 9. 


Tuis is one of the smallest of the genus, being 
only four inches in length. The beak is brown; 
the upper parts of the body blackish-brown with a 
fulvous tinge; and on the quills and tail a shade 
of green: the quill-feathers are white on the 
edges; the under parts of the body are white, 
marked with brown stripes: the throat yellow: 
there is a short streak at the angles of the 
mouth, beneath the eye, sometimes whitish, some- 
times yellow: the legs are pale red or flesh colour. 
Inhabits Senegal. 
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BLACK-THROATED BARBET. 


(Bucco niger.) 


Bu. niger supra flavo maculatus ; sincipite rubro ; collo striga 
bifida, pectore abdomineque albis; remigibus externe flavo- 
marginatis. 

Barbet black above with yellow spots: forehead red: neck with 
a bifid stripe, with the breast and abdomen white; flag- 
feathers outwardly margined with yellow. 

Bucco niger. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 407.—Lat. Ind. Orn. 1. 
204. 8. 

Le Barbu de l’isle de Lucon. Son. Voy. 68. 34. 

Barbu a gorge noire. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ots. 7. 103. 

Black-throated Barbet. Lath, Syn. 2. 501. 8. 


Lenetu seven inches: the beak blackish: the 
forehead of a fine red: the top, hind part of the 
head, throat, and neck black: above each eye is 
a curved stripe of yellow which, as it proceeds 
downwards, becomes white, and descends in a 
straight line to the lower part of the neck on each 
side; under this stripe is a black one, and between 
this and the throat is a band of white, which is 
continued, and blends itself with the breast ; which 
is white, as well as the belly, sides, thighs, and 
under tail-coverts; the middle of the back is 
black, but the side feathers between the back and 
neck have a yellow spot on each: wing-coverts 
black; four of them edged with white, and one 
with yellow, forming a stripe across the wing : 
beneath this some of the feathers are spotted with 
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yellow at the ends, below these again there are 
others margined with yellow: the quills are black, 
bordered with yellow: the four middle feathers of 
the tail are black, the rest black, fringed with 
yellow: the legs are black. 

There is a specimen of this bird in the British 
Museum, said to have been brought from the 
Cape of Good Hope, agreeing with the above de- 
scription in every respect, except that the rump is 
of a beautiful yellow. It has been described by 
Sonnerat, who says it inhabits the Philippine 
Islands. : 


RED-FRONTED BARBET. 


(Bucco rufifrons. ) 


Bu. Gula, jugulo, pectore colloque postice nigris ; fronte rubro ; 
collo utrinque strigis duabus abdomineque albidis ; dorso, alts, 
caudaque flavis nigro variis. 

Barbet with the throat, jugulum, breast and neck behind black ; 
forehead red; neck on both sides with two strie, and with 
the abdomen whitish; wings and tail yellow varied with 
black. 

Le Barbu 4 plastron noir. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 104. 

Barbu du Cap de Bonne Esperance. Buff. Pl. Enl. 688. 1. 

Bucco niger 6. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 204. 8. 


Tus species is six inches and a half in length : 
the beak is black : forehead crimson ; from whence 
there is a black stripe which passes over the head, 
and down the back part of the neck to the back : 
the sides of the head and neck are white, with the 


32 RED-FRONTED BARBET. 


breast; from which to the vent the under parts 
are white: the white on the sides of the head is 
diversified, first, by a streak of yellow, which is 
placed over the eyes, and secondly by an irregular 
one of black that begins at the base of the upper 
mandible, and divides the white into two parts, 
ending on the shoulders: the chin and fore parts 
of the neck are also black ; the upper parts of the 
body and wings are brown and yellow mixed, the 
edges of the feathers being generally fringed with 
yellow: the rump is almost wholly of a pale but 
bright yellow: the tail is brown with yellow mar- 
gins: the legs are lead-colour. 

This bird is supposed by Dr. Latham to be a 
native of the Cape of Good Hope, and to be either 
the young of B. niger, or the other sex, but the 
form of the bill evidently proves they must be 
distinct. Its manners are quite unknown. ~ 


CAYENNE BARBET. 


(Bucco Cayenensis.) 


Bu. niger; pennis margine griseo aureis; subtus albo-flavicans ; 
JSronte gulaque rubris ; supercilits albis. 

Black Barbet, with the feathers margined with grey gold; 
beneath whitish yellow ; forehead and throat red, above the 
eyes white, 

Bucco Cayenensis. Bris. 4.95.2. t. 7.f. 1.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 405.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1. 202. 2. 

Le Tamatia a téte et gorge rouges. Buff. Hist, Nat. Ois. 7. om 

Barbu de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 205. |. 

Cayenne Barbet. Lath, Syn. 2. 495. 2. 


Lenetu seven inches: the beak about an inch 
long, of a dark ash-colour: the forehead and 
throat are red: top of the head black and grey, 
with a golden gloss; each feather black in the 
middle; there is a band of white passing over the 
eye on each side of the head, almost to the back : 
sides of the head black: the upper parts of the 
body black: edges of the feathers grey gold: fore 
part of the neck, breast and belly, yellowish 
white; the side sprinkled with cinereous olive, 
and some of the feathers at the tip marked with 
black : thighs olive: the lesser wing-coverts black : 
the greater ones and scapulars blackish, marked 
on the outside with a yellowish white spot: quills 
blackish margined with olive on the outer part, 
and whitish on the inner: the tail cuneiform ; 
olive brown above, and cinereous beneath: legs 
and claws cinereous. Inhabits Cayenne, Guiana, 
and St. Domingo. | 
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BLACK-SPOTTED BARBET. 


(Bucco nigro-maculatus.) 


Bu. nigricans ; subtus albo-flavescens ; fronte gulaque rubris ; collo 
subtus, pectore et lateralibus macults nigris. 

Black Barbet; beneath yellowish white; forehead and throat 
red; lower part of the neck, breast, and sides covered with 
black spots. 

Bucco Cayenensis 8. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1, 202. 2. 

Bucco Cayenensis nevius. Bris. 4. 97. 3. ¢. 7. Si 4. 

Barbu de St. Domingue. Buff. Pl. Enl. 740. 2. 

Yellow Woodpecker with black spots. Edwards, 333. 

Black spotted Barbet. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 406. 2. a. 


Tuts bird, which-is an inhabitant of Cayenne, 
is described in the Synopsis of Dr. Latham as a 
-yariety of B. Cayenensis, but upon an accurate 
examination of two specimens in Mr. Bullock’s 
Museum, it appears entirely distinct : it is about 
seven inches in length; with the forehead: and 
throat red: top of the head black, the edges of 
the feathers grey gold; sides of the head, and hind 
part of the neck black; edges of the feathers 
whitish : those of the rump also black with grey 
edges: under parts of the body pale yellow: 
breast and sides marked with large black spots: 
thighs olive: wing-coverts and. quills not spotted 
with. white as in the last, but similar in other 
respects: tail, legs, and beak as in it. 


2 


i) 


Fang wi ii 
wy) 


Mi / 


BLACK-SPOTTED BARBET. 


” 
Al 


iJ 
yt 


: 
ees 


PF 
ath 


* 
io 


ee 
a ot 

7 ft fea ie 
hy Mea en, 
¥ 
ae 


See ais 
ane oe 
be! s + hd 


f 4, ~ ea 
7 dy Ps * ay 
(> SN as 8) 
sa ie they ve} wy, 
{ 7 vib ie 
ey 


Ar pe i 


~ Vat 


co 
Or 


GREATER PIED BARBET. 


- (Bucco macrorhynchos.) 


Bu. niger; fronte, gula, jugulo, abdomine caudaque apice albis. 
Black Barbet, with the forehead, throat, front of the neck, 
_. abdomen, and tip of the tail white. 

Bucco macrorhynchos, Gimel. Syst. Nat. 1. 406. Lath. Ind. 
.. Orn. 1. 203. 5. ; 

Tamatia noir et blanc. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 99. 

Le plus grand Barbua gros bec. Buff. Pl. Enl, 689. 

Greater pied Barbet. Lath. Syn. 2. 498. 5. 


Tuis species is remarkable for the size of its 
beak, which considerably exceeds that of the 
other species both in length and thickness; it is 
much hooked, and black: the forehead is white: 
the. crown of the head and nape black; on the 
front, this colour reaches downward, and nearly 
surrounds the eye: the forehead, throat, and fore 
part of the neck with the sides beneath the eye 
are white, extending in a narrow collar round the 
nape behind: the lower part of the neck, back, 
and wing-coverts, are black, bordered with dusky 
white: across the breast is a band of black: the 
quills and tail are also black; but the feathers of 
the latter have white tips: the belly and vent 
white: the sides and thighs black and white 
mixed; the legs dusky. Found at Cayenne. 


LESSER PIED BARBET. ° 


(Bucco melanoleucos. ) 


Bu. niger, fronte, gula, macula scapulare, striga pone oculos, ab- 
domine, caudaque apice albis. 

Black Barbet, with the forehead, throat, spot on the scapulars, 
streak behind the eyes, abdomen, and tip of the tail white. 
Bucco melanoleucos. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 406.—Lat. Ind. Orn. 

1. 203. 6. 
Barbu 4 poitrine noir de Cayenne. Buff. Pl, Enl,; 688. 2. 
Lesser pied Barbet. Lath, Syn. 2. 499. 6. 


Leneru five inches. The beak rather large in 
proportion, and bifid at the tip: as in the last, it 
is adorned with two colours only, viz. black and 
white, which are however differently disposed : the 
upper parts are black; with a little mixture of 
white on the forehead, and likewise a spot on the 
scapulars: behind the eye is a streak of white: 
the throat and sides of the neck are white, the 
front of the neck black: on the breast is a broad 
band of black, which extends into the white on 
the sides of the neck, like a crescent: from this to 
the tail the under parts are white, except on the 
sides beneath the wings, where there is a mixture 
of black: the tail is black, tipped with white : the 
legs dusky. It is probably the young of B. ma- 
crorhynchos. Found at Cayenne. | 

Dr. Latham mentions having seen a specimen, 
which instead of a mixture on the forehead, had 
only a small spot of white: and the white streak 
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behind the eye was extended downwards on each 
side of the neck; and some of the outer tail-. 
feathers were white at the base; in other respects 
it agreed with the above description. 


SPOTTED-BELLIED BARBET. 


(Bucco Tamatia.) 


Bu. rufo-fuscus, subtus rufo-albus nigro maculatus; gula fulva ; 
collo lunula rufo nigroque varia; pone oculos macula nigra. 

Reddish brown Barbet ; beneath of a reddish white spotted with 

_ black; throat fulvous ; neck with a lunulated collar composed 
of black and rufous; behind the eyes a black spot. 

Bucco Tamatia. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 405.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
202. 1. 

Barbu a ventre tacheté de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 746.1. 

Spotted-bellied Barbet. Lath. Syn. 2. 494. 1.—Lath, Sup. 95. 


LENGTH six inches and a half. The beak is fif- 
teen lines long, the upper mandible black, in- 
curved at the extremity, and, seemingly, divided 
in two at the point; it is half covered with bristles, 
which arise at the base, and point forwards: the 
head is large in proportion to the rest of the body; 
the crown and fore part of the head incline to 
rufous: on the neck is a collar extending half 
round, composed of a mixture of black and rufous: 
behind the eyes on each side of the head, is a 
black spot: the throat is orange, and the rest of 
the plumage beneath rufous white, spotted with 
black; that of the upper part of the body reddish 
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brown: the legs black: the collar on the neck 
has sometimes a mixture of white in it, and an 
obscure whitish line over the eyes 1s silage 
occasionally observed. 

This bird is found at Cayenne and Brasil, and 
called by the French Agaubue de Terre. It is a 
clumsy, ill-made bird, its manners corresponding 
to its shape, being a solitary, pensive, silent 
animal, retiring to those places that are most re- 
mote from any habitations; being found chiefly 
in woods, where it fixes upon some low branch 
well covered with foliage; on this it perches for 
a long time together, with its immense head lean- 
ing on its shoulders, and, as it is very little dis- 
posed to action, may easily be killed, as it will 
suffer itself to be shot at repeatedly without at- 
tempting to escape. Its principal food is insects, 
especially Beetles; the flesh is not very good to 


eat, although the natives occasionally use it for 
food. | 
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COLLARED BARBET. 


(Bucco capensis. ) 


Bu. rufus, fascia humerali fulva, pectorali nigra; gula ventreque 
albidis ; cauda transversim nigro lineata. 

Rufous Barbet, with a band on the shoulders fulvous, on the 
breast, black; throat and belly whitish; tail transversely 
striated with black. 

Bucco capensis. Lin. Syst, Nat. 1. 168.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1s 4066 50; | : 

Tamatia 4 collier, Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.97. 4.—Cuv. Tab. | 
Elem, 234. 

Barbu a collier, Buff: Pl. Enl. 395. 

Collared Barbet. Lath. Syn. 2. 497. 3. 


LencTH seven inches and a quarter: the beak 
nearly an inch and a half in length, horn co- 
loured: the upper part of the head, the nape, 
and hind part of the neck rufous, striated with 
five lines of black: the sides of the head plain 
rufous: at the lower part of the neck near the 
back, is a narrow fulvous band, which extends 
forwards towards the neck, on each side; accom- 
panied by a narrower one of black, which unites 
to a broader one on the breast; beyond this, the 
back, wings, and rump, are rufous, striated with 
black: the throat and fore part of the neck are 
dirty white: on the breast is a broad band of 
black: from thence to the vent rufous white: the 
belly sometimes yellowish: the tail rufous, two 
inches and a quarter in length, crossed with nar- 
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row stripes of black: the six middle feathers are 
equal in length: the three others on each side 
gradually shorter to the outer one, which is the 
shortest of all: legs and claws ash-coloured. 
Found at Guiana, but rarely. 


GREAT BARBET. 


(Bucco grandis. ) 


Bu. viridis versicolor; remigibus nigro variegatis ; capite colloque 
cyaneis ; crisso Tufod. 

Changeable green Barbet, with the quill-feathers variegated 
with black; head and neck blue; vent red. 


Bucco grandis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 408.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 1. 
204. 10. 


Grand Barbu de la Chine. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 106. 
Grand Barbet. Lath, Syn. 2. 503. 10. 


Lenetu eleven inches: the beak rather more 
than an inch and three quarters in length, whitish, 
with the tip black: the base covered with strong 
black bristles, and about one inch thick: for the 
most part the plumage is of a fine green, which 
differs in various parts of the body, as the head 
and fore parts of the neck incline to blue, ac- 
cording to the disposition of the lights, and the 
hind part of the neck, with part of the back, are 
of a chesnut brown: the greater quill-feathers 
have a mixture of black: and the under tail- 


coverts are of a fine red: the legs are dusky 
yellow. | 


WAX-BILLED BARBET. ' 4] 


Dr. Latham has described a variety of this 
species, which he suspects may be the female: it 
is in length ten inches: beak reddish-brown and 
stout, with six or eight bristles at the base: 
the nostrils are also hairy: round the eye bare, 
and of a reddish colour: general colour of the 
plumage dull green: the breast and belly pale 
whitish-green: quills black: tail short, green: 
legs of a pale yellow. Inhabits China and India, 


in which latter place it goes by the name of 
Fonest face. 


Wings armed with a spur at the shoulder. 


WAX-BILLED BARBET. 


( Bucco calcaratus.) 


Bu. niger, subtus cinereus; tectricibus alarum albo marginatis, 
flexura spinula alba, 


Black Barbet, beneath cinereous, wing-coverts margined with 
white, at the base of the wings a white spur. 

Bucco cinereus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 409.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1, 
206. 18. 

Corvus australis, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 377. 

Corvus affinis. Shaw. Zool. a. 2a. 

Cuculus tranquillus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 417. . 

Coucou noir de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 416.— Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 512. 

Cayenne Black Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 403. 40. 

Red-billed Crow. Lath. Syn. 1. 403, 40.—Shaw. Zool. 7. 381. 

Wax-billed Barbet. Lath. Syn. 2. 507. 17.—Lath. Sup. 96. 


Lenctu eleven inches and a half: beak one 
inch and a half in length, compressed on the sides, 
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and curved the whole length, but most so at the 
tip: the colour of the bill bright vermillion : nos- 
trils covered with reflected bristles : head, neck, 
and upper parts of the body dusky black: at the 
bend of the wing, just within, is a horn-coloured 
spine, about one-eighth of an inch long, and blunt 
at the end: lesser wing-coverts mixed with white 
near the body: breast and belly cinereous : quills” 
and tail dark black, the latter rounded, and 
composed of ten feathers: legs dusky. Inhabits 
Cayenne. 

This is a very solitary and silent bird, being 
generally found perched on those trees that grow 
near water in sequestered places. It was placed 
by Dr. Latham, in his celebrated ornithological 
work, under the various genera of Corvus*, Bucco, 
and Cuculus, from not having seen perfect speci- 
mens; but corrected in his supplement, having 
ascertained its proper situation, by the examina-— 
tion of recent and perfect birds, before the publi- 
cation of that part. Monsieur Vieillot, in his paper 
to the Linnean Society, proposes it as a genus by 
the name of Monadon. | 


* A short description of this bird occurs in vol. vii. p. 381 
of this work, where it is named the Red-billed Crow, upon Dr. 
Latham’s authority. 


A3 


POLOPHILUS. COUCAL. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum robustum, subin- || Beak strong, slightly incury- 


curvatum. . ed. 
Nares recte, elongate. Nostrils strait, elongate. 
Pedes:simplices; digitis du- || Feet simple; two toes point- 
obus anticis, exteriore lon- || img forward, the exterior 
giore: digitis duobus pos- of which is the longest ; 
ticis, interne breviore un- || twotoes turning backwards, 
gue longissimo instructo. the interior toe furnished 


with a very long claw. 


Tue tail of the birds belonging to this genus 
consists of ten feathers; the wings are short and 
rounded; the feathers of the neck and upper 
part of. the body are generally stiff with shining 
edges. They were first named Coucal by Le 
Vaillant, who was well acquainted with the dif- 
ference of character which distinguishes this 
genus from the true Cuculi. 

The Coucals in: general form a most beautiful 
tribe of birds ;' they reside in woods, feed on in- 
sects and fruits; they construct their nests in 
trees, and (contrary to the manners of Cuckows,) 
bring up their young, from whence their generic 
name is derived. 
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RUFOUS COUCAL.: 


(Polophilus rufus, ) 


Po. corpore rufo; ungue postico interno elongato, recto. 

Coucal with the body reddish; and the interior hinder claw 
long and strait. 

Le Coucal rufin. Le Vail. Ois, d’ Afrig. 5. 82. pl. 121. 


Tuis very rare species of Coucal was discovered 
by Le Vaillant, and is described by him in his 
work on the birds of Africa. 

The general colour of the plumage is rufous, 
all the feathers of the superior parts of the body 
having a dash or streak of light red or white: the 
wings are reddish, with the last feathers barred 
with fuscous, as are those of the upper part of the 
tail, excepting that the colour is more dark on 
the outer feathers: tail reddish: the two inter- 
mediate feathers with transverse lines. of brown: 
the outer margins of the other quill-feathers line- 
ated with the same colour: the beak and feet 

brownish yellow: eyes light red. 
~The length of the male is about eleven indies? ; 
that of the female much less. | 

The recent bird smells strongly of putrid wood, 
from whence it is supposed to sepia in dead 
trees. Inhabits Africa. 


RUFOUS COUCAL. 
Male. 
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GIGANTIC COUCAL. 


-(Polophilus Gigas.) , 


P. supra rubro-brunneus, pennis medio pallide rufescentibus; trans» 
versim fusco-fasciatis ; remigibus rufo-fusco et rufo-flavo alter- 
natim fasciatis; rectricibus rufo-cinereis fusco-fasciatis albido- 
terminatis; subtus rufus nigricante fasciatus. 

Coucal, of a reddish-brown above, with the middle of the fea- 
thers pale rufous, transversely barred with brown; quills al- 
ternately barred with rufous-brown and rufous-yellow; tail- 

. feathers rufous-grey, barred with brown, and tipped with 

. white; beneath rufous barred with blackish. 

Le Coucal géant. Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afrig. 5. 86, pl. 223. 


Tuts is the largest species of Coucal known, 
being no less than thirty inches in length; the 
length of the interior hinder claw is two inches. 

It inhabits Africa: the hinder part of the head 
and neck, the wing-coverts, and the back are of 
a brownish-red colour, bordering on olive: the 
shaft of each feather is pale red, the feather itself 
being banded with brownish-black. The tail- 
quills are reddish-ash colour, banded with brown- 
ish-black, and terminated with whitish: the under 
part of the body is reddish, banded with sooty- 
black: the beak is brown: the feet and claws 
blackish. Its economy is unknown. 
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LATHAMIAN COUCAL. 


(Polophilus Lathami.) 


Polophilus Lathami. Leach. Zool. Mis. 1. 127.56. 

Lathamian Coucal. Leach. Zool. Mis. 1. 127. 

P. capite, collo, gula, jugulo, pectore, abdomine femoribusque 
nigris albido-sparsis ; dorso. alisque rafescentibus, tectricibus 
Fascias obscuris, remigibus maculis distinctis nigris ; cauda 
nigra lineis transversis subinterruptis, albidis. 

Coucal, with the head, neck, throat, breast, belly, and thighs 
- black, sprinkled with whitish; back and wings reddish, wing- 

© coverts obscurely banded ; wing-quills distinctly spotted with 
black ; tail black, with. narrow, : SRE VEEE ‘somewhat mter- 
rupted, whitish bands. . se 


THE only specimen of this species that has oc- 
éuitredl is preserved in the British Museum, and is 
figured and described in the Zoological Miscel- 
lany. Its native place unknown. | 
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VARIEGATED COUCAL. 


(Polophilus variegatus. ) 


P. rufo, flavo nigroque variegatus; dorso postice nigro; cauda 
_ nigra supra transversim variegato fasciato. 

Coucal variegated, with rufous, yellow, and black ; hinder part 
of the back black ; tail black above, with transverse. varie« 
gated bands. 

Polophilus variegatus. Leach. Zool. Mis. 1. 116. 51. 

Variegated Coucal. Leach. Zool, Mis. 1. 117. 


Or this beautiful species we have taken the 
description given in the Zoological Miscellany 
by Dr. Leach. The native place is unknown, 
but the specimen alluded to is preserved in the 
British Museum, and is about eighteen inches 
imlength, — ’ 


2. 
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- PHEASANT COUCAL. 


(Polophilus Phasianus. ) 


P. rufo, flavo nigroque variegatus: capite, collo, gula, jugulo, 
pectore, dorso abdomineque nigris; cauda nigra supra fasciis 
transversis albidis, interruptis, punctatis. 

Coucal, variegated with yellow, black, and rufous: head, neck, 
throat, breast, back, and belly, black; tail black above, with 
transverse interrupted punctated bands. 

Cuculus Phasianus, Lath. Gen. Sup. IT. 30. 4. 

Pheasant Cuckow. Lath. Sup. II. 137. 9. 

Polophilus Phasianus.. Leach. Zool. Misc. 1. 116. 46. 


Turis beautiful species is an inhabitant of New 
Holland, and is about seventeen inches in length: 
the beak, head, neck, and all the under part of a 
blackish colour: the whole of the back and wings 
varied with rufous, yellow, brown, and black : 
the tail is long, and barred with the same colour: 
legs dusky black: the toes, like the rest of the 
genus, having the hind claws long. 

It is called in New Holland the eiacae 
Cuckow. 
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WHITE-BELLIED COUCAL. 


(Polophilus leucogaster.) 


P. capite, collo, gula, jugulo pectoreque nigris, scapis albido nota- 
tis, pennis nigro rufoque alternatim fasciatis ; ventre albido ; 
dorso flavo, albido nigroque alternatim fasciato; femoribus 
luteis ; cauda nigra transversim albido lineata. 

Coucal, with the head, neck, throat, and breast black, the 
shafts spotted with whitish, the feathers alternately banded 
with black and rufous; belly whitish; back yellow, alter- 

+: mately banded with black and white; thighs luteous; tail 
black, with transverse white lines. ) 

Polophilus leucogaster,. . Leach. Zool. Mis. 1.117. 52, 

White-bellied Coucal. Leach. Zool. Mis. 1. 117. 


Inuasits New Holland, and is of the same size 
as P. variegatus, which it very much resembles. 
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BENGAL COUCAL. 


(Polophilus Bengalensis.) 


P:; canda’ cuneiformi, corpore ferrugineo albo nigroque longitudt- 
naliter striato, abdomine fusco-flavescente, remigibus rectrici= 
busque lateralibus rufis nigro fasciatis. 

Coucal with a wedge-shaped tail, ferruginous body longitudi- 
nally striated with black and white, abdomen of a yellowish 
brown, quills and lateral tail-feathers rufous fasciated with 
black. 

Cuculus Bengalensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 412.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 214. 20. . 

Lark-heeled Cuckow. Lath. Syn, 2. 525. 19. 


Beak dusky: head, neck, back, and wilg-Co- 
verts, ferruginous, marked with short white lines, 
bounded by black, and pointing downwards: ab- 
domen yellowish brown: first and second primary 
quills plain reddish brown; the others barred with 
black : tail wedge-shaped, and very long ; exterior 
feathers dusky, with brown tips; the rest marked 
with black bars, mixed with narrow brown ones: 
legs black. Is found in Bengal. 
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CHINESE COUCAL. 


(Polophilus sinensis.) 


P. splendide niger ; alis rufis nigro fasciatis ; abdomine, femoribus 
vectricibusque nigricantibus albo fasciatis. 

Brilliant black Coucal; wings rufous barred with black; abdo- 
men, thighs, and tail-coverts dusky barred with white. 

Cuculus Hgyptius, 6. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 213. 17. 

Egyptian Cuckow. Lath, Syn. 2. 523. 16.6.—Lath. Sup. 100. 
16. B, 


Tuts species of Coucal, which is described by 
Dr. Latham, is about nineteen inches and a half 
in length: beak one inch and a half long, strong, 
curved and black; nostrils nearly covered with 
short feathers: head and neck dusky brown; the 
fore part, as far as the breast, marked down the 
shafts with indistinct pale spots and bars; hind 
part plain: wing-coverts deep rufous, obscurely 
barred with dusky: quills with about twenty al- 
ternate bars of rufous and dusky: tail ten inches 
long, wedge-shaped, the exterior feathers only half 
the length of the middle ones, and black barred 
with oblique dusky white lines: belly, thighs, 
upper and under tail-coverts, dusky, striated with 
numerous white lines: legs short; the claw on 
the inner hind toe straight and about one inch in 
length. Said to inhabit China. 
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TOLOU COUCALe 


(Polophilus Tolu.) | 


P. cauda cuneiformi, corpore virescente-atro, alis castaneis, capite 
_collo dorsoque antice nigricantibus rufo striatis. ; 

Coucal with a dark green body; chesnut wings ; head, neck, and 
anterior part of the back blackish with rufous striz; tail 
wedge-shaped. 

Cuculus Tolu. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 422.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 
213. 18. | 

Cuculus madagascariensis. Bris. 4. 138.16.13.2. | 

Coucou de Madagascar. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 309. 17.— 
Buff. Pl, Enl, 295.1. 

Long-heeled Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2, 524. 17. 

Le Coucal noiron. Le Vaill. Ois. d’ Afr. 5, 220. 


Larcer than a Blackbird: length fourteen 
inches and a quarter: beak brown, an inch and a 
quarter in length: head, throat, hind part of the 
neck, and upper part of the back, covered with 
long, narrow stiff feathers, of a blackish colour, 
with a reddish white stripe down the shaft; those 
on the throat, fore part of the neck, and breast, 
the same, but have only a longitudinal stripe on 
each side: lower part of the breast dirty white: 
lower part of the back, belly, sides, rump, thighs, 
and tail-coverts greenish black: scapulars and 
wing-coverts chesnut, shafts of each purplish ; 
quill-feathers chesnut, with brown tips ; tail above 
eight inches long; blackish green above, and 
black beneath, wedge-shaped; legs and claws 
black: the claw of the inner toe above three 
quarters of an inch long. Found at Madagascar, 
where it is called Tolow. 
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SENEGAL COUCAL. 


(Polophilus senegalensis. ) 


P. cauda cuneiformi, corpore griseo subtus albo, pileo rectricibusque 
nigricantibus. | on 
Coucal with a wedge-shaped tail; body beneath of a greyish 
white; upper part of the head, neck, and tail-feathers 
blackish. 

Cuculus senegalensis, Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 169. 6.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1, 412.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 213. 19. 

Coucou de Senegal. Buff. Pl. Enl. 332. 

Rufalbin. Buff. 6. 370. 

Strait-heeled Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 525. 18. 


Tus bird is about fifteen inches in length: beak 
black, fifteen lines long: upper part of the head 
and neck covered with black feathers that are 
darkest in the middle: prevailing colour above of 
a rufous brown, beneath dirty white: cheeks, 
throat, fore part and sides of the neck, dirty white, 
with the shafts brightest : under parts of the breast 
dirty white, with obscure transverse striae: rump 
and upper tail-coverts brown, with deep brown 
transverse stria: under tail-coverts dirty white, 
the stria rather obscure: quills rufous, with 
brownish tips: tail eight inches long, wedge- 
shaped, and black: legs and claws greyish brown. 

This species inhabits Senegal, and is rather 
larger than Cuculus canorus. 


EGYPTIAN. COUCAL. 


(Polophilus A2gyptius.), 


P. cauda cuneiformi, corpore viridi-fusco, subtus rufoealbo, cupite 
cervice caudaque viridi-chalybeis, alis rufis. 

Coucal with a wedge-shaped tail ; body dull green, beneath red- 
dish white ; head, back of the neck and tail of a beautiful 
green; wings red. 

Cuculus gyptius. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.420.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 213. 17. 

Houhou d’Egypt. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6, 367. 

Coucou des Philippines. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 369.—Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 824. 


Egyptian Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 522. 16. 


Beak black, an inch and a quarter in length: 
irides bright red: head and hind part of the neck 
dull green, with a beautiful gloss, resembling po- 
lished steel: upper wing-coverts rufous, inclining 
to green: quills rufous, terminated with shining 
green, except the three last, which are entirely of 
the latter colour, and the two or three preceding 
them, which are of a mixed colour: back brown, 
with a green tinge: rump and upper tail-coverts, 
brown: tail eight inches long, and wedge-shaped, 
of a beautiful shining green: throat, and under 
parts of the body, rufous white, palest on the belly : 
legs blackish ; inner hind claw very long. 

Buffon mentions a variety which differs merely 
in having the wings rufous: it may possibly be the 
male. 

Common in the Delta in Egypt, where it is 
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called by the Arabs, Houhou, from repeating that 
word several times together ; its principal food is 
locusts. The male and female are always toge- 
ther, but it is very rare that more than two are 
seen at one time; they mostly frequent low bushes 
near running water, being seldom seen on large 
trees, or on the ground. 
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GREEN COUCAL. 


_ (Polophilus viridis. ) 


P. viridi-nigricans, alis rubro fuscis, cauda nigra, ungue postice 
interiore recto subulato. | 

Blackish green Coucal, with reddish brown wings, tail black, 

hinder interior claw awl-shaped and straight. 

Cuculus Hgyptius. y. Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 213. 17. 

Egyptian Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 523. 16. b, 

Coucou vert d’Antigue. Son. Voy. 121. 80. 


Or this species, which is described by Sonnerat, 
the head, neck, breast, and belly are of a very dull 
green: wings of a deep red brown: the feathers 
in general hard and stiff; the webs loose, and each 
of the beards furnished with shorter ones: irides 
black : eyelids furnished with hairs like eyelashes : 
legs black ; the inner hind claw more slender than 
the rest, very long and straight: tail long and 
black: beak likewise black: this species is very 
like P. Agyptius, but it is a native of Antigua. 
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BLUE COUCAL. 


(Polophilus cceruleus.) 
wane % 

P. ceeruleo-viridis violaceoque versicolor ; rostro pedibusque atris ; 
ungue interiore postico breviore. 

Coucal of blue green colour changing to violet; beak and legs 
black: interior hinder claw shorter than is usual in this 
genus. 

Le Coua tait-sou. Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afriq. 5. 69. pl. 218. 

Le tait-sou. Buff. Hist. Nat, d’Ovs. 6. 391. 18. 

Cuculus ceeruleus. Lin, Syst. Nat. 1. 171. 15.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 418.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1.217. 33. 

Cuculus madagascariensis cceruleus. Briss. 4. 156, 26. 13. 1. 

Blue cuckow. Lath, Syn. 2. 531. 20. 

Coucou bleu de Madagascar. Buff: Pl. Enl. 295. 2. 


Tuts Coucal differs from all the other species in 
having its hinder inner claw comparatively short. 
Its length is about fourteen inches; the whole 
plumage is of a beautiful blue green, changing in 
certain lights to violet ; legs and claws black ; 5 eyes 
reddish. 

The female is somewhat smaller than the aiales 
and the colours are less vivid. 

This bird inhabits the forests of Caffraria and 
Madagascar, perching on the tops of large trees, 
and uttering the note courrrrrrr-courrrrrr often 
repeated. It feeds principally on fruit. 
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BLACK COUCAL. 


(Polophilus Maurus. ) 


P. corpore toto atro-nigro (femine ventre nigro) ; ungue postico 
interno longissimo flexuoso. 

Coucal with the whole body black (belly of the female sooty 
black); interior hinder claw very long and flexuous. 

Le Coucal Négre.. Le Vail. Ois. Afrig. 5. 84. tab. 222. 


LE VAILLANT discovered this very curious spe- 
cies of Coucal in Caffraria; it frequents deep fo- 
rests, and perches on the lower branches of trees; 
often repeating in a plaintive tone the word cooo- 
ro. The sexes are generally found together. — 

The length of the male is about eleven inches, 
that of the female somewhat less.- The eyes are 
deep chesnut. — | 

The food of this species is “supposed. to consist 
principally of insects, as Le Vaillant found frag- 
ments of those animals in the stomach. - 

- The black Coucal builds its nest in hollow trees ; 
the female lays four eggs of a chalky white, on 
which the male and female sit alternately. 

This bird inhabits Caffraria. 
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PHANICOPH AUS. MALKOHA. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum valde robustum, || Beak very strong, and slightly 


subincurvatum. incurved. 
Pedes simplices: digitis duo- || Feeé simple; two toes point- 
bus anticis, duobus posticis, || ing forwards, and two back- 
~ externo longiore. wards, the outward toe 
: longest. 
Caput circa oculos denuda- || Head naked round the eyes, 
tum, papillatum. || and warted. 


Tus genus is readily distinguished from Cu- 
culus by the naked and papillated space that sur- 
rounds the eyes, and from Polophilus by the 
structure of the hinder toes. ) 

The head is somewhat square and very thick ; 
the wings rather short, and the tail remarkably 
long. 


RED-HEADED MALKOHA. 


(Phenicopheus pyrrhocephalus.) 


P. cauda cuneiformi longissima, corpore nigro; pectore abdomi- 
neque albis, pileo, genisque coccinets. 

Malkoha with a very long wedge-shaped tail, black body, breast 
and abdomen white, top of the head and cheeks crimson. 

Cuculus pyrrhocephalus. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 417.—Lath. Ind. 
Orn, 1. 222. 47. 

Red-headed Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 544. 44. 


’ 


~ Tue red-headed Malkoha is sixteen inches long : 
beak of a greenish yellow, strong and arched: 
crown and part of the cheeks bright crimson, sur- 
rounded by a band of white: hind part of the 
head and neck black, marked with small white 
spots: fore part of the neck entirely black: back 
and wings black: tail very long, unequal, the 
lower part black; ends white: breast and belly 
white: legs pale blue. 

This species lives on fruits, and is found at Cey- 
lon, where it is called Malkoha. 
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WHITE-BELLIED MALKOHA. 


(Phenicophzus leucogaster.) 


P. viridi-niger; ventre rectricibusque margine albis; gula jugu-= 
loque opaco-viridibus ; capite circa oculos aurantio. 

Malkoha of a greenish black colour; with the belly and tail- 
feathers margined with white ; throat and jugulum dull green ; 
head round. the eyes orange, 

Le Malkoha. Le as Ois. a’ ibe 5: 90. pl. 224. 


MaA.KoHa leeomuatee inhinbits Africa ; its length 
is about nine inches; the upper parts are greenish 
black, but the green becomes gradually more bril- 
liant on the back, and spreads over the coverts of 
the wings and tail: the wing quills are black, bor- 
dered with black green, and are sometimes whitish 
in their interior edges: the feathers of the neck 
and throat are of an uniform dull green colour ; 
the under part of the tail, with the feathers of the 
tibize, are dirty white; and the naked space sur- 
rounding the eyes is orange-coloured. 

Magnificent specimens of this bird are said to 
be preserved in the collections in Paris and Am- 
sterdam. — ) 


TRICOLOURED MALKOHA. 
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TRICOLOURED MALKOHA. 


(Phzenicophzeus tricolor.) 


P. obscuro-viridis, nitens; capite cinerascente; jugulo, pectore, 
wentre caudaque subtus castanets. 

Malkoha shining obscure green ; head cinereous ; throat, breast, 
belly, and under parts of the tail chesnut. 

Le Malkoha rouverdin. Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afrig. 5. 92. pl. 225. 


We have introduced this species of Malkoha on 
the authority of Monsieur Le Vaillant, who de- 
scribed and figured it from the cabinet of M. Tem- 
minck of Amsterdam. It is a native of Africa, 
and may be sufficiently distinguished by the spe- 
cific character from the two other species. The 
colour of the naked part surrounding the eyes is 
probably red. 


OPATHUS. TOURACO. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum breve, supra con- || Beak short, convex above, 


vexum, paulo arcuatum, rather bent, compressed 
lateratim compressum, a laterally, and denticulated 
medio ad apicem denticu- from the middle to the 
latum. tip. 

Nares plumulis sericeis tec- || Nostrz/s covered with short 
te. silky feathers. 

Pedes simplices, digitis duo- || Feet simple, with two toes 
bus anticis, duobus posticis. || before, and two behind. 


Tuere is but one species of this genus known, 
which is a native of Africa, and one of the most 
beautiful of the birds that are found in that quar- 
ter of the globe. It feeds on fruits, is easily 
tamed; and is said to be capable of turning its 
exterior hinder toe either backwards or . for- 
wards. 
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AFRICAN TOURACO. 
(Opethus Africanus.) 


Ope. capite cristato, corpore viridi-ceerulescente, remigibus san- 
guineis. | 

Touraco with a crested head, a greenish-blue body, and red 
quill-feathers. 

Cuculus Perra. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 171. 17.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1.419.—Lath, Ind. Orn, 1. 222. 49. . 

Cuculus guineensis cristatus viridis. Briss, 4. 152. 24. 

Le Touraco de Guinée. Buff. Pl. Enl. 601. Buff. Hist. Nat. 
Ois. 6.300. 15. . | 

Touraco. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 545. 46. 


Tue Touraco is thus described : beak shortish ; 
the upper mandible bent; colour reddish-brown ; 


nostrils covered with short recumbent feathers: 


irides hazel-brown: eyelids surrounded with red 
caruncles: eye itself of a fiery colour: the head, 
throat, neck, upper part of the back, breast, part 
of the belly and the sides are covered with soft 
silky feathers of a fine deep green : the upper lesser 
wing-coverts the same: the feathers on the crown 
lengthened into a crest, which the bird can erect 
at pleasure; the tip of this crest is whitish: on 
each side of the head is a black stripe, broadest 
in the middle, arising at the corners of the mouth, 
and passing through the eyes to the back of the 
head; above and beneath this is a narrow line 
of white: the lower part of the back, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, scapulars, and greater wing- 
coverts are blueish-purple : lower part of the belly, 
sides, thighs, and under tail-coverts, blackish : 
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64 AFRICAN TOURACO. 


greater quills crimson, with the outer edge and 
tip margined with black: tail blueish purple: 
legs and claws cinereous. 

This bird is subject to very great variety, so 
much so, that Buffon imagined there were three 
species confounded with it, but the characters 
which he has given are not sufficient to warrant 
their being considered distinct; from whence we 
are only inclined to notice them as varieties. One 
of them is said by him to be a native of Abyssinia, 
and to have a blackish crest, which hangs behind 
like a lock; with a brownish tinge on the lower 
part of its back and tail: another has an upright 
crest of bright green, with occasionally a mixture 
of white in it, and margined with white; is found 
at the Cape of Good Hope: the third variety is 
merely the young bird. | a BS 
_ This latter variety Buffon had in his possession 
alive for some time, and he was assured that its 
food was rice, but upon trial it would not touch 
a grain; and in consequence of not having any 
thing else offered it, it was on the point of dying, 
as it had nothing for two or three days but a little 
sugar and water that was in the cage; but one 
day seeing some raisins brought upon the table, it 
shewed a very strong disposition to eat, and some 
corn was given to it, which it swallowed greedily ; 
it was equally eager for apples, but would scarcely 
touch oranges; from the above statements it 
would appear that fruits are its natural food, and 
the bird has been kept for many months upon that 
food. — | 
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The progressive motion of this bird is not by 
walking but hopping; it is very lively, and is 
always in motion, making continually a low and 
hoarse cry similar to the words crahu, crahu: but 
from time to time it sends out another sharp and 
strong cry, C0, C0, CO, CO, CO, CO, the first accents of 
which are grave, the others repeated quick and 
with a loud piercing voice: which latter cry it 
makes gently to itself when hungry, but very loud 
when excited, animated, or followed. 

‘Le Vaillant observes, that there are great num- 
bers of Touracos in the country of Kottnquas, 
which are very difficult to shoot, perching only at 
the extremities of the highest branches of trees, 
out of gunshot, and rarely suffering any one to 
come near enough: but are easily caught alive by 
snares baited with such fruits as are in season; he 
likewise says they are very fine for eating. 


Or 
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CUCULUS. CUCKOW. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum teretiusculum, gra- || Beak straight, slender, slightly 


cile, subincurvatum. incurved. 
Nares prominule. : Nostrils prominent, margined. 
Pedes simplices*, digitis du- || Feet simple, with two toes 
 obus anticis, duobus pos- before and two behind, the 
ticis, externo longiore ; uz- | _ external toes longest: nails 
gues eequales. | equal. 


Cucxow S, or Cuckoos, feed on larvee or ca- 
terpillars as well as perfect insects. They are re- 
markable for neglecting their young, the female 
always depositing her eggs singly in the nests of 
smaller birds. As soon as the Cuckow is hatched, 
it begins to throw the other young birds from the 
nest, which it accomplishes by gently elevating 
them one by one to the brink of the nest, and 
jerking them over. ‘The foster parents continue 
to feed the young Cuckow for some time after it 
leaves the nest, notwithstanding which it never 


* The feet have generally been considered as scansorious, or 
formed for climbing ; but, as Dr. Leach observes, the term has 
been misapplied to this kind of feet, which can be considered merely 
as simple feet, having two toes before and two behind. The Par- 
rot genus (Psittacus) affords a good example of true scansorious 
Jeet, (pedes scansorit). 
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acquires their notes; whereas, all those birds who 
possess the faculty of mimickry, or of learning 
- tunes, if hatched under another species of bird, 
invariably gain their peculiar song, although it is 
generally combined with their natural notes, af- 
fording an admirable example in proof of the ex- 
istence of innate propensities. 


COMMON CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus canorus. ) 


C. capite, gula, collo, jugulo cinereis ; pectore ventreque albidus 

-_fusco transversim striatis ; dorso, alisque nigricantibus; rec- 
tricibus nigricantibus externe, intermediisque medio albido- 
maculatis. 

Cuckow, with the head, throat, neck, and jugulum cinereous ; 
breast and belly whitish, transversely striated with fuscous ; 
back and wings blackish; tail-feathers blackish, externally 
spotted with whitish, the intermediate quills, with their mid- 
dle spotted with the same colour. 

Cuculus canorus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 168. 1.—Faun. Suec. 96.— 
Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1.409.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 207. 1.—Briss. 
4.105. 1.—Razi. Syn. 23.—Will. 6. 10. 27.—Ger. Orn. 1. 
80. 67. 60.—Jenner in Phil, Trans. 78. 219.—Shaw’s Zool. 
Lect. 1. 60. 

Le Coucou vulgaire PRT. Le Vaill, Os. @ Afr. 5. 26. 
202. male. 203. young. 

Coucou. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 305.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 811. 

Common Cuckow. Pen. Br. Zool. 1. 82. 306.—Arct. Zool. 2. 
266. 4.—Alb. 1. 8 —Lewis Br. Birds 2. 42.—Id. t. 8. fi 1. 
(Ovum).—Lath. Syn. 2. 509.f-—Lath. Sup. 98.—Don. Br. 
2. 41.—Pult. Cat. Dorset. 5.—Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 133.— 
Bewick, Br. Birds, 1. 103. 


Beax black, two-thirds of an inch long, and a 
little bent: yellowish at the base of the under 
mandible: inside of the mouth red: irides yel- 
low: head and whole upper part of the bird dark 
ash-colour, darkest on the head: throat, under 
side of the neck, and upper part of the breast, pale 
ash, the latter in some inclining to rufous-brown : 
lower part of the breast and belly white, marked 
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with transverse undulated black lines: vent buff, 
marked with a few dusky spots: wings very long, 
reaching within an inch and a half of the end of 
the tail: quill-feathers dusky, the inner webs bar- 
red with oval white spots: tail wedge-shaped, 
consisting of ten feathers of unequal length, the 
two middle ones black, dashed with ash colour, 
and tipped with white ; the rest are black, marked 
with white spots on each side the shaft: legs 
short and yellow. 

Female rather less, differing in the neck and 
breast, being of a tawnyish-brown, barred with 
dusky : wing-coverts marked with light ferruginous 
spots; markings on the tail and quills like the 
male, excepting that the edges of the spots incline 
to reddish-brown. 

The young Cuckow differs very much from the 
adult ; we shall take the liberty of extracting the 
description from Montagu’s Supplement to his 
Ornithological Dictionary: “ Irides greyish: the 
whole upper part of the plumage is a mixture of 
dusky-black and ferruginous, in transverse bars, 
except the forehead, and a patch on the back of 
the head, which is white; and the tips of the 
scapulars are pale: the feathers of the whole under 
parts are sullied white, with distant sullied bars of 
dusky-black; in general each feather possesses two 
or three bars: the sides of the neck and breast 
tinged with rufous: the lateral feathers of the 
tail, and inner webs of the quills, more or less 
barred with white: the coverts of the tail are un- 
usually long, dashed with cinereous, and slightly 
tipped with white.” 
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Length fourteen inches: weight about five 
ounces. 

Le Coucou roux of Brisson is merely a variety 
of.the young bird, having the upper parts varied 
with rufous, where the other is white. 

This bird appears in our country early in the 
spring, and makes the shortest stay with us of any 
bird of passage; generally appearing in April, 
(although it.is sometimes seen the latter end of 
March), and remaining till the beginning of July. 
Mr. Pennant * gives two instances of its being 
heard in February; one in 1769 on the fourth of 
that month; the other in 1771 in the latter end 
of the same; but were heard no more afterwards, 
being probably killed or rendered torpid by the 
cold. The Cuckow is silent for some time after 
his arrival; and his pleasant, though uniform 
note, is a call to love, and used only by the male, 
who generally sits perched on some dead bough of 
a tree, repeating his song, which he loses as soon 
as the breeding season is over, which is about the 
end of June. | | 

The note of the Cuckow is in all countries 
used in a reproachful sense. Shakspeare says it is 


a a note of fear, 
Unpleasing to the married ear +.” 


And again, 


“« The plain song Cuckoo grey, 
Whose note full many a man doth mark, 
And dares not answer nay tf.” 


* Brit. Zool. 1. p. 233. + Love’s Labour’s lost, 
¢ Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
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Dr. Latham mentions having twice heard the 
Cuckow call in the night; the same circumstance 
happened again to him on the 10th May, 1783, 
between eleven and twelve at night, but he ob- 
served it was bright moonlight each time. 

On the natural history of this singular bird, we 
have a very curious paper in the Philosophical 
Transactions for 1788, part 2, article 14, by Dr. 
Jenner. “ The first appearance of Cuckows in this 
country is about the 17th of April. The song cf 
the male, which is well known, soon proclaims its 
arrival. The song of the female (if the peculiar 
notes of which it is composed may be so called) is 
widely different, and has been so little attended 
to, that, perhaps, few are acquainted with it: the 
cry of the Dab-chick bears some resemblance to 
it. Unlike the generality of birds, Cuckows do 
not pair. When a female appears on the wing, 
she is often attended by two or three males, who 
seem to be earnestly contending for her favours. 
From the time of her appearance till the middle 
of summer, the nests of the birds selected to re- 
ceive her eggs are to be found in great abundance ; 
but, like the other migrating birds, she does not 
begin to lay till some weeks after her arrival. 

‘¢ It is on all hands allowed that the Cuckow 
does not hatch her own eggs; for which different 
reasons have been given, as will be afterwards 
noticed. The Hedge-sparrow, the Water-wagtail, 
the Titlark, the Redbreast, the Yellow-hammer, 
the Green-linnet, or the Whinchat, is generally 


72 COMMON: CUCKOW. 


the nurse of the young Cuckow*. It may be 
supposed that the female Cuckow lays her eggs 
in the absence of the bird in whose nest she in- 
tends to deposit it: as it has been known that on 
sight of one of these, a Redbreast and its mate 
jointly attacked her on approaching the nest, 
putting her to flight; and so effectually drove her 
away, that she did not dare to return. Among 
the birds above-mentioned, it generally selects the 
three first, but shews a much greater partiality to 
the Hedge-sparrow. This last commonly takes 
up four or five days in laying her eggs. During 
this time (generally after she has laid one or two) 
the Cuckow contrives to deposit her egg among 
the rest, leaving the future care of it entirely to 
the Hedge-sparrow. ‘This intrusion often occa- 
sions some discomposure, for the old Hedge-spar- 
row, whilst she is sitting, not unfrequently throws 
out some of her own eggs, and sometimes injures 
them in such a way that they become addle; so 
that it more frequently happens that only two or 
three Hedge-sparrows eggs are hatched with the 
Cuckow’s than otherwise. But whether this be 
the case or not, she sits the same length of time 
as if no foreign egg had been introduced, the 
Cuckow’s egg requiring no longer incubation 
than her own.” 

“¢ When the Hedge-sparrow has sat her usual 
time, and disengaged the young Cuckow, and 


* Buffon enumerates at least twenty sorts of nests in which 
they have been known to deposit their eggs 
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some of her own offspring from the shell, her 
own young ones, and ‘such of her eggs that remain 
unhatched, are soon turned out, the young 
Cuckow remaining possessor of the nest, and sole 
object of her future care. The young birds are 
not previously killed, nor are the eggs demolished, 
but all are left to perish together, either entan- 
gled about the bush which contains the nest, or 
lying on the ground under it.” 

‘“¢ The early fate of the young Hedge-sparrows 
is a circumstance that has been noticed by others, 
but attributed to wrong causes. <A variety of 
conjectures have been formed upon it. Some 
have supposed the parent Cuckow the author of 
their destruction; while others, as. erroneously, 
have pronounced them smothered by the dispro- 
portionate size of their fellow-nestling. Now the 
Cuckow’s egg being not much larger than the 
Hedge-sparrow’s, it necessarily follows, that at first 
there can be no great difference in the size of the 
birds just burst from the shell. Of the fallacy of 
the former assertion also I was some years ago 
convinced, by having found that many Cuckows 
eggs were hatched in'the nest of other birds after 
the old Cuckows had disappeared ; and by seeing 
the same fate then attend the nestling sparrows as 
during the appearance of old Cuckows in this 
country.” But before he’ enters on the facts re- 
lating to the death of the young Sparrows, our 
author proceeds to state various examples of the 
incubation of the egg, and the rearing of the 
young Cuckow; a point which had been con- 
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troverted by the Hon. Daines Barrington, and 
disbelieved by others*. For these, however, as 
it would exceed our limits, we refer to the original 
paper. 

The mode by which the young Cuckow con- 
trives to eject the native possessor of the nest is 
highly curious. The little animal, with the as- 
sistance of its rump and wings, contrives to get 
the young sparrow (or other bird) upon its back, 
and making a lodgment for the burden, by ele- 
vating its elbows, clambers backwards with it up 
the side of the nest till it reaches the top, where, 
resting a moment, it throws off its burden with a 
jerk, and quite disengages it from the nest; it 
then remains for a little time in that situation, 
and feels about with the extremities of its wings, 
to be convinced that the business is properly exe- 
cuted, after which it drops into the nest again. 


* Barrington in his memoir informs us, that while the Rev. 

W. Stafford was one day walking in Blossopdale, Derbyshire, 
he saw a Cuckow rise from its nest, which was on the stump of 
an old tree that had been felled some time, and nearly resem- 
bling the colour of the tree; in this nest were two young Cuc- 
kows, one of which he fastened to the ground by means of a 
peg and line, and for a few days very frequently beheld the old 
Cuckows feed them, He-also mentions two other instances of 
a similar nature, one within four miles of London, the other on 
the south-west coast of Merionethshire, 
- Darwin in his Zoonomia’ also mentions an instance of a 
Cuckow taking care of its young, communicated to him by Mr. 
Wilmot, of Morley, in Derbyshire, who observed a Cuckow for 
some time on its nest, before and after its eggs were hatched, 
and also bringing food to the young ones, to whom it shewed 
more attachment than most birds. z 
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Dr. Jenner made several experiments on different 
nests, by repeatedly putting in an egg to the 
young Cuckow, which was always disposed of in 
the same manner. It is very remarkable, that 
nature seems to have provided for this singular 
disposition of the Cuckow, in its formation at this 
period; for, unlike every other newly hatched 
bird, its back, from the scapulee downwards, is 
very broad, with a considerable depression in the 
middle, which seems intended by nature for the 
purpose of giving a more secure lodgment to the 
egg of the Hedge-sparrow, or its young one, while 
the young Cuckow is employed in removing either 
of them from the nest. When it is about twelve 
days old, this cavity is quite filled up, the back 
assumes the shape of nestling birds in general, 
and at that time its disposition for turning out 
its companion entirely ceases. ‘The smallness of 
the Cuckow’s egg, which, in general, is less than 
that of the House-sparrow, seems to account for 
her depositing it in the nests of such small birds as 
those before mentioned. If it was deposited in 
the nest of a bird that produced a larger egg, and 
consequently a larger nestling, the design most 
likely would be frustrated; the young Cuckow 
would be unequal to the task of becoming sole 
possessor of the nest, and might fall a sacrifice to 
the superior strength of its antagonist. 

Several experiments have been made to ascer- 
tain whether the Cuckow destroys or eats the 
eg¢s which she finds in the nest in which she de- 
posits her own; the result proved the contrary, 
(as has been mentioned before); and in case the 
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number of eggs proves too much for the little 
nurse to brood conveniently, she frequently de- 
stroys one after another, and sometimes even the 
Cuckow’s; and on the contrary the bird often 
proves a mother and step-mother at the same time, 
by bringing into life the whole brood. 

It appears rather extraordinary that two Cuc- 
kow’s eggs * should be deposited in the same nest, 
as the young one produced from one of them must 
inevitably perish: yet two instances of this kind 
fell under the observation of Dr. Jenner, one of 
which he thus relates: “« June 27, 1787, two Cuc- 
kows and a Hedge-sparrow were hatched in the 
same nest this morning; one Hedge-sparrows egg 
remained unhatched. In a few hours after a con- 
test began between the Cuckows for the possession 
of the nest, which continued undetermined till 
the next afternoon; when one of them, which 
was somewhat superior in size, turned out the 
other, together with the young Hedge-sparrow 
and the unhatched egg. ‘This contest was very 
remarkable. The combatants alternately appeared 
to have the advantage, as each carried the other 
several times nearly to the top of the nest, and 
then sunk down again, oppressed by the weight of 
its burden, till at length, after various efforts, the 
strongest prevailed, and was afterwards brought 
up by the Hedge-sparrows.” 

The principal circumstance relating to the 
Cuckow, in the opinion of the naturalist, is, why 


_* When that has been the case they were certainly deposited 
by different birds. : 
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it should not build a nest, incubate its eggs, and 
rear its own young like other birds? There is 
no apparent reason why this bird, in common 
with others, should not perform all these several 
offices, as it is in every respect perfectly formed 
for collecting materials and building a nest. Nei- 
ther its external shape nor internal structure pre- 
vent it from incubation, nor is it by any means in- 
capacitated from bringing food to its young. It 
would be quite needless to enumerate the various 
opinions of authors from Aristotle to the present 
time respecting this subject. Those of the an- 
cients appear to be either visionary or erroneous ; 
and the attempts of the moderns towards its in- 
vestigation have been generally confined within 
very: narrow limits: for they have gone but little 
further in their researches than to examine the 
constitution and structure of the bird; and hay- 
ing found it possessed of a capacious stomach, 
protruding much beyond the sternum, concluded 
that the pressure upon this part, in a sitting pos- 
ture, prevented incubation. ‘They have not con- 
sidered that many of the birds which incubate 
have stomachs analogous to those of Cuckows. 
The stomach of the Owl, for example, is propor- 
tionably capacious, and is almost as thinly covered 
with external integuments. Nor have they con- 
sidered that the stomachs of nestlings are always 
much distended with food; and that this very 
part, during the whole time of their confinement 
to the nest, supports, in a great measure, the 
weight. of the whole body: whereas, in a sitting 
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bird, it is not nearly so much pressed upon, for 
the breast in that case fills up the cavity of the 
nest; for which purpose, from its natural con- 
vexity, it is admirably well fitted. These ob- 
servations sufficiently show that the Cuckow is not 
rendered incapable of sitting through any pecu- 
liarity either in the situation or formation of the 
stomach. 

In considering the causes of these singularities, 
Dr. Jenner suggests the following as the most 
plausible: “ The short residence this bird is al- 
lowed to make in the country where it is destined 
to propagate its species; and the call that nature 
has upon it, during that short residence, to pro- 
duce a numerous progeny:” which may be as 
good a reason as any that have been given; for 
the Cuckow generally makes its appearance here 
about the middle of April, and the egg is not 
ready for incubation till some weeks after its 
arrival, seldom before the middle of May. A 
fortnight is taken up by the sitting-bird in hatch- 
ing the egg. The young bird generally continues 
three weeks in the nest before it flies, and the 
foster-parents feed it more than five weeks after 
this period; so that if a Cuckow should be ready 
with an egg much sooner than the time pointed 
out, not a single nestling, even one of the earliest, 
would be fit to provide for itself before its parent 
would be instinctively directed to seek a new re- 
sidence, and be thus compelled to abandon its 
young one; for the old Cuckows take their final 
leave of this country the first week in July. 
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The growth of the young Cuckow is extremely 
rapid ; it has a plaintive chirp, which is not learned 
from its foster-parent; and it never acquires the 
adult note during its stay here. A fierceness of 
disposition shews itself long before it leaves the 
nest ; for when irritated it assumes the manners of 
a bird of prey, and pecks with great vehemence at 
any thing presented to it, often making a chuck- 
ling noise like a young hawk; there seems to be 
no precise time fixed for their departure. Dr. 
Jenner believes they go off in succession, as soon 
as they are capable of taking care of themselves ; 
for although they stay here till they become nearly 
equal in size and growth of plumage to the old 
ones, yet in this very state the fostering care of 
the Hedge-sparrow is not withdrawn from them. 
Dr. Latham imagines some of the young ones 
may stay over the winter, which is the occasion of 
their having been heard in February. 

It is supposed there are more male Cuckows 
than females: since two are often seen in dispute 
where a third has been in sight ; which, no doubt, 
was of the opposite sex. Mr. Pennant observed, 
that five male birds were caught in a trap in one 
season; and Dr. Latham says that, “ out of at 
least half a dozen that I have attended to, my 
chance has never directed me to a female; and it 
is to be wished that future’ observers may deter- 
mine whether our observations have risen only in 
chance, or are founded on general circumstances.” 
He believes that the males are more liable to be 
shot, their note directing the gunner where to 
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take aim, while the female is secured by her 
silence. 

Cuckows may be, and often are, brought up 
tame, so as to become familiar. They will eat in 
this state bread and milk, fruit, insects, eggs, and 
flesh either cooked or raw; but in a state of nature 
chiefly live on caterpillars of the smooth kind, 
though they have frequently been dissected with 
their stomachs full of the hairy larvae of various 
Bombycides*. Some have fed on vegetable matter, 
beetles, and small stones. When fat, they are 
said to be as good eating as a Land-rail. The 
French and Italians eat them to this day. The 
ancient Romans admired them greatly as food; 
and Pliny says that there is no bird which can be 
compared to them for delicacy. 

Some imagine the Cuckow remains in this coun- 
try hidden in hollow trees, in a torpid state, during 
the winter. In support of this opinion, Wil. 
loughby relates the following story. ‘* The serv- 
ants of a gentleman in the country, having stacked 
up, in one of the meadows, some old, dry, rotten 
willows, thought proper on a certain occasion to 
carry them home. In heating a stove, two logs of 
this timber were put into the lower part, and fire 
was applied as usual. But soon, to the great sur- 
prise of the family, was heard the voice of a Cuc- 
kow chirping from under the stove. Wondering 
at so extraordinary a cry in winter time, the 


* Lasiocampa Rubi, (Fox moth): L. Quercis, (Oak-eggar 
moth): and L. potatoria, (Drinker moth). 
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servants drew the willow logs from the furnace, 
and in the midst of one of them saw something 
-move; when taking an axe, they opened the hole, 
and, thrusting in their hands, first. they plucked 
out nothing but feathers; afterwards they got hold 
of a living animal, and this was the Cuckow that 
the fire had waked. It was, indeed, brisk and 
lively, but wholly naked and bare of feathers, and 
without any winter provision in its hole.” | 
Mr. Bewick also. informs us that a few years 
ago a young Cuckow was found in a torpid state, 
in the thickest part of a close furze bush. When 
taken, it soon exhibited signs of life, but was quite 
destitute of feathers. Being kept warm, and care- 
fully fed, it grew and recovered its coat. In the 
following spring it made its escape; and in flying 
across the river Tyne was heard to utter its usual 
cry. ? } 
To assert as a general fact, that the Cuckows 
remain torpid in this country during the winter, 
because a few instances are recorded of their 
having been found in this state, would be both. 
presumptuous and absurd. It is very probable 
that these accidental occurrences have arisen 
from their being young birds, that had not been 
strong enough to leave us at the usual time of 
migration, and had therefore sought for shelter 
and warmth in the places where they are said to 
have been discovered. : 

According to Dr. Jenner, there is often found 
in the stomach of the young Cuckow a round ball, 
which varies from the size of a pea to that of a 

V. 1X.-P. I. 6 
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nutmeg, and is apparently composed of horse-hair : 
he conjectures it must have been swallowed whilst 
a nestling, from its similarity to the inside of the 
nests of those birds that generally rear it. In the 
stomachs of old Cuckows are also found balls of 
hair, which evidently proceed from the larve it 
feeds on. 

In migrating, the major part of these birds are 
supposed to go into Africa; since they are ob- 
served to visit the island of Malta twice in a year 
in their passage backwards and forwards, as is 
supposed, to that part of the world. The Cuckow 
is well known also in Aleppo. It is said to be 
‘common in Sweden, but not to appear so early 
by a month as with us; they are likewise found 
in Russia; and Dr. Latham mentions his having 
seen a specimen brought from Kamtschatka, and 
a drawing of one from India. 
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WHITE-THROATED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus gularis.) 


C. capité, collo, jugulo, pectore, dorsoque griseis; gula albida; - 
ventre albido transversim nigricante-fasciato; rectricibus griseis 
medio albo-maculatis. 

Cuckow with the neck, head, jugulum, and back grey; throat 
whitish ; belly whitish transversely banded with blackish ; 
tail-quills grey, with the middle of each feather spotted with 
white. 

Le Coucou vulgair # Afrique. ‘Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afrig. 5. 20. pl. 
200, mas. pl. 201. junior. 


Tuts species has by most naturalists been con- 
founded with the common Cuckow; the exact 
distinctions were first pointed out by Le Vaillant, 
who has figured the young and old state of both 
species in his splendid work on the African birds. 
The specific characters here given will enable the 
ornithologist to distinguish the two species in’ the 
old state from each other : in the younger state the 
distinctions are even more apparent; that of the 
white-throated Cuckow having the ground colour 
of the whole upper part, together with the throat 
and neck, reddish; the belly being whitish with 
blackish transverse bands, whereas the whole of 
the under side in the common species is whitish 
transversely banded with blackish. 
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(Cuculus solitarius. ) 


C. subgriseo-nigricante-brunneus ; jugulo pectoreque subrufo-cas- 
taneis bruneo transversim fasciatis ; ventre pallidiore.transver- 
sim fasciato; rectricibus maculis externis apiceque albis. 

Cuckow of a greyish-brownish black; with the jugulum and 
breast of a subrufous chesnut, transversely fasciated with 
brown; belly paler with transverse fasciz; tail-feathers ex- 
ternally spotted with white, and the tips likewise white. 

Le Coucou solitaire. Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afrig. 5. 36. pl. 206. mas. 


‘Tuts Cuckow is named solitary from the circum- 
stance of not more than one male and female 
occurring in a very extensive district. 

The male perches on the large branches of trees, 
uttering the note ku-ah-ach. 

It inhabits Caffraria and Madagascar: the eggs, 
according to Le Vaillant, are whitish-red, speckled 
with light brown. 
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SOLITARY CUCKOW. 
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CAPE CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus capensis.) 


C. wiridi-fuscus, collo subtus tectricibusque alarum rufis, corpore 
subtus albo nigro transversim lineato, cauda rufa apice alba, 
Green-brown Cuckow, with the neck and wing-coverts rufous ; 
body beneath white, transversely striated with black; tail 
rufous, with a white tip. - 

Cuculus capensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 410.—Lat. Ind. Orn. 1. 
208. 2. 7 

Coucou du Cap de Bonne Esperance. Buff. Hist. Nat, Ors. 6. 

' 353.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 390. 

Cape Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 513. 2. 


Ratuer smaller than the common Cuckow: 
beak deep brown: irides yellow: the upper part 
of the body greenish brown: throat, cheeks, fore 
part of the neck, and upper wing-coverts of a dark 
rufous colour: tail-feathers palish rufous, tipped 
with white: breast and all the under parts of the 
body white, crossed with black lines: legs reddish 
brown. | 

Inhabits the Cape of Good Hope. May not this 
be a variety of the preceding? 
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GROSBEAK CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Crassirostris. ) 


€. corpore toto ceruleo-niger; rostro, pedibusque lutescentibus; 
unguibus nigris. 

Cuckow, with the whole body blue-black ; bill and feet yellow- 
ish; claws black. . 

Le Coucou a gros bec. Le Vail. Ois. d’Afriq. 5. 59. pl. 214. 

- mas. 


Tuts species is a native of the interior of Africa. 
The beak is remarkably strong and thick. The 
female differs a little in colour from the male; the 
upper part of her body generally has a brownish 
tint, which is in some individuals confined to the 
back of the neck and to the shoulders. Length 
about eleven inches. 
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ORIENTAL CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Orientalis.) 


C. cauda rotundata, corpore nigro-virente nitente ; rostro fusco. 

Cuckow, with a rounded tail, black body, with a green gloss ; 
beak fuscous. | 

Cuculus Orientalis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 168. 2.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat, 1. 410.—Lath, Ind, Orn. 1.210. 10. 

Cuculus Indicus niger. Bris, 4. 142.10. 1. 

Le Coukeel. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ors. 6.383..1. 

Coucou noir des Indes. Buff. Pl. Enl. 274.1. 

Eastern black Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2.518. 10. 

8. ceruleo-nigricante nitens, remige extime brewore. 

Of a shining blue-black, the outward quill very short. 

Cuculus Orientalis 8. Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 210. 10. 

Le Coukeel. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 383.2. 

Eastern Black Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 518.10. A. 

y. corporo nigro nitido, rostro flavo. 

Body of a shining black, and with a yellow beak, 


Or this species there are several varieties, the 
first of which is the size of a Pigeon : length about 
sixteen inches: beak grey-brown: plumage nearly 
black, with a green gloss, which, in some parts, 
verges to a violet, particularly beneath the tail, 
which is eight inches long: legs grey-brown: 
claws black: found in the East Indies. 

The next variety inhabits Mindanao, and is in 
length fourteen inches: beak black, yellow at the 
tip: the plumage wholly blackish, glossed with 
blue: the first quill-feather half as short again as 
the third, which is longest of all: tail generally 
carried spread. There is also another variety, 
which is in length nine inches: beak bright orange, 
plumage black, glossed with green and violet: 
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tail wedge-shaped, four inches and a half long : 
legs reddish-brown: claws blackish: found at 
Bengal, and called Coukeel, most probably from 
repeating that word. 

_ This species frequents woods, and for the most 
part flies in small flocks, rarely singly: it is held 
in veneration by the Mahometans; but by others 
the flesh is accounted delicate, a single bird being 
sometimes sold to the lovers of good eating for 
twenty-four livres. 


BLACK INDIAN CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Indicus.) 


C. cauda rotundata, corpore nigro, alis rectricibusque ad apicem 
lineis transversis tribus albis, 

Cuckow with arounded tail, black body, and the wings and tail- 
feathers with three narrow white lines at the tip. 

Cuculus indicus. Lath. Ind, Orn. 1,211. 11. 

Eastern Black Cuckow. Lath. Syn. Sup. 99. 


Luis bird, which is supposed by Dr. Latham 
to be a variety of C. orientalis, is undoubtedly a 
distinct species: it is in length sixteen inches: 
beak whitish and strong: prevailing colour of the 
plumage black, with three narrow bars of white 
across the wings, and the same near the tip of the 
tail: legs pale blue: is found in India, where it is 
called Coweel. 

Dr. Latham. mentions that there are two or 
three species of Cuckows, known by the name of 
Kuill, or Coweel, in India; one as large as a Jay: 
all of them frequent woods. 
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WHITE-RUMPED BLACK CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus tenebrosus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore nigro, dorso infimo uropygio abdo- 

~ mine crisso femoribusque albis, fascia pectorali fulva. 

Cuckow with a black body; the lower part of the back, the 

- rump, abdomen, vent feathers and thighs white ; with a ful- 
vous spot on the breast, and a wedge-shaped tail. 

Cuculus tenebrosus. Gel. Syst. Nat. 1.417.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 221. 46. A ; 

Le petit Coucou noir de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 
417.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 505. | 

White-rumped black Cuckow. Lath, Syn, 2. 544. 43. 


Tuts bird, which very much resembles the Bar- 
bets in its manners, is found at the same place and 
in similar situations as Bucco calcaratus : it sits the 
whole day perched on a solitary branch of a tree, 
in an open spot, and entirely without any motion, 
except what is merely necessary for procuring the 
insects on which it feeds; it buildsin the hole of a 
tree, and sometimes even in a hole in the ground 
if it find one already made. It is thus described : 
length above eight inches ; beak above an inch, and 
dusky: it is entirely black, except the lower part 
of the back and the rump, the belly, thighs, and 
vent, all of which are white: on the belly the 
white is separated from the black by an orange 
band: tail barely three inches long, wedge-shaped, 
and exceeds the wings in length but very little: 
legs yellow. 
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CAYENNE CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus cayanus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore castaneo-purpurascente subtus cine- 
veo, rectricibus omnibus apice albis. 

Cuckow with a chesnut-purplish body, beneath cinereous pur 
ple; tail wedge-shaped, all the feathers tipped with white. 
Cuculus cayanus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.170. 14.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 

1.417.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 221. 45. 
Cuculus cayanensis. Bris. 4. 122. 8.t.8.f. 2. 
Coucou piaye. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 414. 
Coucou de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl, 211. 
Cayenne Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 542. 41. 


Tuts variable species is a native of Cayenne, 
and is called by the name of Pzaye, or Devil ; is 
near sixteen inches in length: with a greyish 
brown beak, which is about an inch long, and ra- 
ther bent at the tip: on the upper parts the 
plumage is of a purplish chesnut; as it likewise is 
beneath, but paler: quills the same as the upper 
parts, with brown tips: tail the same; black near 
the end, and tipped with white; it is above ten 
inches in length, and. very much wedge-shaped : 
legs and claws grey brown. 

There are two varieties of this bird mentioned 
by authors, the first differing in having the belly, 
sides, and thighs brown ash, and being only ten 
inches and a half in length: the second has a red 
bill; an ash-coloured head; throat and breast 


rufous; with the rest of the under parts cinereous 
black. 
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This species has the name of Devil, from being 
held by the natives as a bird of ill omen; they 
will not touch its flesh, which is easily accounted 
for, as it is very bad and lean: its flight is some- 
thing similar to that of a Kingsfisher; it feeds on 
insects, and often wags its tail on changing its 
situation; it is likewise extremely tame, almost 
suffering itself to be touched before it offers to 
escape. 


PANAYAN CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus radiatus.) 


C. fusco-nigricans, genis gulaque vinaceis, pectore abdomineque 
flavescentibus nigro fasciatis, rectricibus nigris albo fasciatis. 
Blackish-brown Cuckow, with the cheeks and throat vinaceous, 
breast and abdomen yellowish with black fascie, tail-feathers 
black with white fasciz. 

Cuculus radiatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 420.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 214, 22. 

Coucou brun et jaune a ventre rayé. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ors. 6. 
379. 

Coucou a ventre rayé de Panay. Son. Voy. 120. 79. 

Panayan Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 527. 21. 


Or this bird the beak is black: irides orange: 
throat and sides of the head vinaceous; ‘upper 
part of the head blackish grey: back and wings 
dull brown black: under part of the quills spotted 
with white, nearest the body: tail black, barred 
and tipped with white, and even at the end: breast 
and belly both barred with black ; the former with 
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a dull yellow ground, the latter light yellow: legs 
reddish. | 

Found at the Isle of Panay, one of the Philip- 
pine Islands. 


SOCIETY CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus taitensis.) 


C. fuscus ferrugineo maculatus, subtus candidus longitudinaliter 
fusco striatus, cauda cuneiformi fasciis sublunatis ferrugineis. 
Brown Cuckow spotted with ferruginous, beneath white longi- 

tudinally striated with brown, tail wedge-shaped with sublunate 
ferruginous fasciz. 
Cuculus taitensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 209. 4. 
Cuculus taitius. Gel. Syst. Nat, 1. 412. 
Le Coucou brun varie de noir. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 376. 
Society Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 514. 4. 


_ Tue beak of this bird is an inch and a quarter 
in length, curved at the point, and stout: the 
upper mandible blackish: the under one pale: 
irides pale yellow: upper parts of the body brown: 
the head marked with ferruginous stripes, which 
are disposed in a perpendicular position ; the rest 
of the plumage above transversely streaked and 
blotched with the same: there is a dash of white 
along the under jaw, beginning at the nostrils, 
and likewise another of the same colour over the 
eye: the middle of each feather of the neck 
darkest: the chin and middle of the throat white : 
sides of the neck, the breast, belly, and thighs the 
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same, barred with brown, the bars broadest on the - 
breast and belly: vent white, without any brown 
stripes: quills marked with ferruginous spots: 
under tail-coverts pale buff; upper ones like the 
back, one third the length of the tail, which is 
nine inches long, and very much wedge-shaped ; 
all the feathers tipped with white, and marked 
with ferruginous bars, which are very numerous: 
wings, when closed, reaching to one third of the 
length : legs greenish. 

This species is about the size of a Magpie, being 
full nineteen inches long: it inhabits Otaheite, 
and likewise some of the adjoining islands; in 
the former place it is called Areva-reva and Ara- 
Wereroa. 


CAROLINA CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Americanus. ) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore supra cinereo subtus albo, mandibula 
inferiore lutea. | 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail oes above cinereous, penea a 
white, inferior mandible yellow. 

Cuculus Americanus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.170. 10.—Gmel, Syst. 
Nat. 1. 414.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 219. 39. 

Cuculus Carolinensis. Bris. 4, 112. 3. 

Le Vieillard a ailes rousses. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ozs. 6. 400. 

Coucou de la Caroline. Buff: Pl. Enl. 816. 

Carolina Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 527. 35. 


Tus is about the size of a Blackbird ; the upper 
mandible of the beak black, with a yellowish base; 
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the lower yellow; the large wing-feathers are ru- 
fous; the rest of the wing, and all the upper part 
of the body, head, and neck, are of a greenish ash- 
colour; all the under part of the body, from the 
bill to the tail, white; the tail about six inches 
long, and wedge-shaped ; the two middle feathers 
are similar in colour to the back; the others black 
with white tips; legs short, atid with the ply 
grey brown. 

The note of this bird is ; very digress’ from the 
common Cuckow, and. not being very remarkable 
is scarcely ever taken notice of. It is a very soli- 
tary bird, frequenting the dark recesses of woods 
and shady thickets. They are found in Carolina 
in the summer time, but retire on the approach of 
winter; it has also been taken i in yantalce, where 
it is very common. 
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INDIAN SPOTTED CUCKOW, 


(Cuculus scolopaceus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore undique griseo fuscoque nebuloso. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, and with the whole body 
clouded with grey and brown. 

Cuculus scolopaceus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 170.—Gmel, Syst. 
Nat. 1, 412.—Lath. Ind, Orn, 1, 209. 6. 

Cuculus bengalensis nevius. Bris. 4. 132. 13. 

Le Boutsallik. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois, 372. 

Coucou tacheté de Bengale. Buff: Pl. Ent. 586. 

Indian spotted Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 576. 6. 


Tue beak of this species is of a dirty yellowish 
green, and above an inch in length; the plumage 
on the upper parts of the body rufous, the feathers 
edged with brown; and on the under parts white, 
edged with brown: the lower part of the belly, 
and under tail-coverts, with a mixture of rufous: 
wing-coverts white edged with brown: quills and 
scapulars striated transversely with rufous and 
brown: tail wedge-shaped; seven inches and a 
half in length, and rufous, crossed with broad ob- 
lique bands of brown: legs dirty greenish yellow. 

Is about the size of a Thrush, and inhabits 
Bengal, where it is called Boutsallick. 
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FAN-TAILED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus flabelliformis. ) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore nigro subtus fulvo; rectricibus 
lateralibus intus nigro alboque fasciatis. 

Cuckow with a black body above; fulvous beneath; tail wedge- 
shaped, the feathers barred with black and white on the inner 
webs. ; 

Cuculus flabelliformis. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 30. 6. 

Fan-tailed Cuckow. Lath. Sup. II. 138. 11. 126. 


Azout the size of a Thrush: ten inches in 
length: beak black: upper parts of the body dusky 
black, which colour extends round the neck, and 
forms a sort of collar: cheeks and throat ferru- 
ginous buff; sides of the breast the same; middle 
and belly paler: wings when closed reach beyond 
the middle of the tail, which is very much wedge- 
shaped, and about one-third the length of the 
body; two middle feathers black, as are all the 
others on the outer webs, but on the inner they 
are barred alternately with white and black: legs 
yellow: is found in New Holland. 
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ST. DOMINGO CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Dominicus. ) 


C. cauda cuneiformi; corpore griseo-fusco subtus albido; rectricibus 
lateralibus tribus apice albis. ; 
Cuckow, with a wedge-shaped tail, with the three lateral feathers 
tipped with white; body greyish fuscous, beneath whitish. 
Cuculus Dominicus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 170. 13.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1.416,—Lath. Ind, Orn, 1. 221. 44.—Bris. 4. 110. 2. 
SR Se 

Le Cendrillard. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 413. 

St. Domingo Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 541. 40. 


Tuts bird, which is about the size of a Thrush, 
is ten inches and a half in length: beak grey brown, 
and an inch and a quarter long: plumage grey 
brown above, and generally, but not always, (be- 
ing sometimes entirely white, ) ash-colour beneath; 
quills rufous, tipped and margined with grey 
brown: tail five inches and a quarter long, and 
wedge-shaped; the two middle feathers grey 
brown; the others black with white tips; the most 
outward one being white on the exterior margin : 
legs and claws grey brown. Found at Guiana, 
St. Domingo, and Louisiana, 
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PUNCTATED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus punctulatus. ) 


C. cauda cuneiformi ; corpore fusco-nitente maculis rufescentibus ; 
abdomine crissoque albidis. 

Cuckow, with a wedge-shaped tail; body of a shining fuscous, 
with rufescent spots; abdomen and vent-feathers whitish. 
Cuculus punctulatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 414.—Lath. Ind. 

Orn. 1, 220, 43. 
Punctated Cuckow. Lath, Syn. 2. 541. 


Nive inches long: beak about one inch in 
length, incurved, and black: head, neck, and 
upper parts of the body, brown; each feather 
marked with a pale rufous spot at the tip: wings 
and tail brown, but darker than the rest, and the 
feathers spotted in the same manner: tail cunei- 
form, with the upper coverts extending over a 
great part of it: belly and vent dirty white : legs 
brown. Inhabits Cayenne. | 
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SPOTTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus nzevius.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi; corpore fusco-ferrugineo ; jugulo striis fus 
cis; rectricibus apice rufescentibus. 

Cuckow, with a wedge-shaped tail; body of a brownish-ferru- 
ginous; jugulum with fuscous striz; tail-feathers reddish at 
the tips. 

Cuculus nevius, Lin. Syst. Nat, 1.170. 9.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 
1, 413.— Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 220. 42. 

Cuculus cyanensis nevius. Bris. 4.127. 11.t.9.f. 1. 

Coucou brun varie de roux. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 411. 

Coucou tacheté de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Eni. 812. 

Spotted Cuckow, Lath. Syn. 2. 539. 


Lenetu ten inches and three quarters: beak 
three quarters of an inch long; upper mandible 
black on the top and rufous on the sides; the under 
wholly rufous: under parts of the body rufous 
white: the feathers on the crown of a deep brown, 
and longish, with rufous tips, and a few of them 
margined with rufous: hind part of the neck ru- 
fous grey, with deep brown down the shafts: back 
and rump the same; each feather tipped with a 
rufous spot: there is a transverse brownish line 
near the end of each feather of the throat and 
neck: under tail-feathers rufous: quills grey- 
brown with a rufous spot near the tips, and rufous 
edges: tail very much wedge-shaped, and six 
inches long, similar in colour to the quills ; some 
of the upper coverts reaching to near two-thirds 
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of the length of the tail: legs ash-colour : claws 
grey-brown. 

There is a variety of this bird described by Buf- 
fon, which is of the same size, but is greyish in- 
stead of rufous: the lateral tail-feathers tipped 
with white: throat grey: under part of the body 
white; and the tail rather longer. It may be only 
the other sex, which has not been ascertained. 

‘This bird is common at Cayenne and Guiana, 
and is frequently seen upon gates and rails, 
and in this situation is always moving its tail: 
they do not frequent thick woods like most of 
the genus, neither do they form themselves into 
troops, although numbers are frequently found in 
the same districts; they are very tame. 
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GREAT MADAGASCAR CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Madagascarensis.) 


C. oliwaceus fusco undulatus; gula lutescente; pectore abdomi- 
neque antice fulvis ; cauda cunetformi ; rectricibus lateralibus 
apice albis. 

Olive-coloured Cuckow, undulated with brown; throat yellow- 
ish ; breast and abdomen in front fulvous; tail wedge-shaped, 
the lateral feathers with white tips. 

Cuculus Madagascarensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 416.—Lath. 
Ind. Orn, 1, 212. 15. 

Coucou verdatre de Madagascar. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6, 364. 
—Buff: Pl. Enl. 815. 

Great Madagascar Cuckow. Lath. Syn, 2. 521. 14. 


Leneru twenty-one inches and a half: beak an 
inch and three quarters long, and black: irides 
orange: a dusky streak beneath the eyes arising 
at the beak: upper parts of the body dark olive, 
obscurely waved with dark brown: throat light 
olive, tinged with yellow: breast and upper parts 
of the belly fulvous; lower parts of the belly and 
under tail-coverts brown: thighs greyish ash-co- 
lour : tail ten inches in length, some of the lateral 
feathers tipped with white: the wings reach two 
inches farther than the base of the tail: legs yel- 
lowish-brown. Is found in the Island of Mada- 


gascar. 
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CHINESE SPOTTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus maculatus.) 


C. cauda elongata; corpore viridi-griseo fusco nitente albo varie- 
gato; subtus fasciato; capite nigro. 

Cuckow, with an elongated tail, body of a green-grey, varie- 
gated with white, with a brownish gloss, beneath banded ; 
head black. 


Cuculus maculatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 415.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 200. -7: | 

Coucou tacheté de la Chine. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6.378.— 
Buff. Pl. Enl. 764. 

Chinese spotted Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 516. 7. 


Leneotu fourteen inches: beak blackish above, 
and yellow beneath, almost an inch and a half 
long: upper part of the head and neck blackish, 
spotted with white about the eyes: all the upper 
parts of the body of a fine greenish-grey, marked 
with white, and glossed with gilded-brown : throat 
and breast regularly variegated with white and 
brown ; the rest of the under parts barred with 
the same: tail six inches and a half long, even at 
the end, and barred with white and brown like the 
rest of the body: legs yellowish. Found in China. 
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MINDANAO CUC kOW . 
Male. 
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MINDANAO CUCKOW. 
(Cuculus Mindanensis.) 


C. cauda rotundata ; corpore viridi-aureo fusco-albo maculato ; 
subtus albo nigricante undulato. 

Cuckow, with a rounded tail; body of a green-gold spotted with 
dirty white, beneath white with black undulations, 

Cuculus mindanensis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 169. 3.—Gmel, Syst. 
Nat, 1. 412.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 209. 5. 

Cuculus mindanensis nevius. Bris, 4, 130. t. 12. f6 1.—Ger. 
Orn. 1. 82. 76. 

Le Coucou varié de Mindanao. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 575. 
Buff. Pl. Enl. 277. : 

Mindanao Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2.515. 5. 


Tuts species at first sight has something the ap- 
pearance of a young European Cuckow, although 
it is much larger than a full-grown one, and is very 
different from it, particularly in the quills and 
tail: it is in length fourteen inches and a half: 
the beak is of a grey-brown: the plumage is of a 
gilded-brown, marked with white spots, and also 
with pale and rufous ones: under parts white, 
transversely streaked with blackish: fore-part of 
the neck and throat brown, spotted with white: 
quills brown, spotted on the outer webs with ru- 
fous, and the inner with white: tail of a gilded- 
brown, crossed with transverse rufous bands on 
each side the shaft, some of the feathers tipped 
with white: legs and claws grey. 

It is found at Mindanao, and other of the Philip- 
pine Islands, and likewise about the Cape of Good 
Hope and the Coast of Coromandel. 
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SACRED CUCKOW- 
(Cuculus honoratus. ) 


C. cauda cuneiformi; corpore nigricante albo maculato; subtus 
albo cinereoque fasciato. 

Cuckow, with a wedge-shaped tail, body blackish spotted with 
white, beneath barred with white, and cinereous. 

Cuculus honoratus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 169. 7.—Gmel, Syst. 
Nat. 1. 413.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 214. 21. 

Cuculus Malabaricus nevius. Bris. 4, 136.15.¢,11. Af. 2. 

Cuil. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 6.375. 

Coucou tacheté de Malabar. Buff. Pl. Enl, 294. 

Sacred Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 526, 20. 


Leneru eleven inches and a half: prevailing 
colour blackish-ash on the upper parts, marked 
with two spots of white on each feather; beneath 
white, spotted transversely with ash-colour: quill- 
feathers cinereous, transversely spotted with white: 
tail five inches and a half long, of the same colour 
as the quills, and very much wedge-shaped, the 
outer feathers being only three inches long: legs 
pale ash; claws the same. 

This species, which is found at Malabar, is held 
sacred by the natives, which superstition may have 
arisen from its feeding on reptiles of the more 
noxious kind and insects, which it is said to do by 
many authors. 
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RUFOUS-SPOTTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus punctatus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi ; corpore nigricante rufo punctato ; subtus rufo 
strigis nigris; rectricibus rufo fasciatis. 

Cuckow, with a wedge-shaped tail, a blackish body spotted with 
rufous, beneath rufous with black striz ; tail-feathers banded 
with rufous. 

Cuculus punctatus, Lin. Syst. Nat. 1,170. 8.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1, 413.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 210. 8. 

Cuculus indicus nevius. Briss. 4. 134. 14.4. 10.f. 2. 

Coucou brun picqueté de roux. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 6.377. 

Coucou tacheté des Indes or. Buff: Pl. Enl. 771. 

Rufous-spotted Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 517. 8. 


Tuis bird is sixteen inches and a half in length: 
beak horn-coloured; from the base of it to the ear, 
passing under the eyes, is a rufous band: upper 
part of the body brown spotted with rufous; be- 
neath rufous, marked transversely with blackish- 
brown strize; those on the belly least numerous : 
tail wedge-shaped, eight inches and a quarter long, 
transversely striped with arched rufous bands on 
each side the shafts; all the ends of the feathers 
rufous: legs grey-brown: claws blackish. 

The female differs from the male in having the 
rufous spots on the upper part less numerous, and 
the under parts much paler. 

Inhabits the East Indies and the Philippine 
Islands. 
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PANAYAN SPOTTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus panayus. ) 


C. cauda integra; corpore fusco rufo-flavo maculato; subtus cau- 
daque rufo-nigro fasciata; gula nigra maculis flavis. 

Cuckow, with an entire tail; body fuscous spotted with rufous 
yellow, beneath and the tail banded with rufous black; throat 
black with yellow spots. 

Cuculus panayus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 413.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
210. 9. 

Coucou tacheté de l’isle de Panay. Son. Voy. 120. 78. 

Panayan spotted Cuckow, Lath, Syn. 2.517. 9. 


Tuis species, which is very like C. punctatus, 
may be easily distinguished by the two following 
observations, which are, first, it has not the rufous 
mark under the eyes, and secondly, it has not the 
wedge-shaped tail of that bird ; in other respects it 
is not unlike: however, we shall subjoin the fol- 
lowing description. It is about two-thirds larger 
than the European Cuckow: beak black: irides 
yellow: upper parts of the body dark brown spot- 
ted with rufous yellow ; which spots are oblong on 
the head, and round on the neck, back, and wing- 
coverts; but on the quills they are transverse and 
yellowish, intermixed with black dots: throat 
black, spotted like the back: breast and belly pale 
rufous, transversely striped with black: the tail 
long, rufous yellow, crossed with transverse black 
bars, and even at the end: legs lead-colour. 

Found at the isle of Panay. 
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YELLOW-BELLIED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus flavus.) 


C. cauda cune iformi; corpore pallide Susco subtus rufo flavescentes 
pileo gulaque cinereis ; rectricibus nigris albo fasctatis. 

Cuckow, with the body beneath pale fuscous with a reddish- 
yellow tinge; upper part of the head and throat ash-colour; 
tail wedge-shaped and black, with white fascia. ) 

Cuculus flavus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1.421.—Lath, Ind, Orn, 1. 
215.25. , 

Le petit Coucou 4 téte grise et ventre jaune. Buff. Hist, Nat. 
Ois. 6. 382, 15. | 

Le Coucou petit de Visle de Panay. Buff. Pl. Enl. 814. 

Yellow-bellied Cuckow. Lath, Syn. 2. 527, 22. 


Ratuer longer than a Blackbird: beak pale 
yellow, black at the point: irides yellow: upper 
part of the head and throat light grey: hind part 
of the neck, the back, and wings of a light brown. 
colour: belly, thighs, and under tail-coverts pale 
yellow, with a rufous tinge: tail wedge-shaped, 
more than half the length of the bird, black, and 
barred with white: legs pale yellow. 

This likewise inhabits the isle of Panay. 
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NOISY CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus clamosus.) 


C. ceruleo-niger ; remigibus fuscis ; cauda apice alba. 

Cuckow, entirely of a blue-black; with the quills fuscous, and 
tail white at the point. 

Cuculus clamosus. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 30. 2. 

Cuculus criard. Le Vazll. Voy. 2. 6. 

Noisy Cuckow. Lath, Sup. II. 136. 7. 

Le Coucou criard. Le Vaill, Ois. d’O1s. 5.28. 204. mas. 205. 
fem. 


Accorpine to Le Vaillant, the note of this bird 
is extremely loud, and consists of various very dis- 
tinct sounds, which it passes whole hours in re- 
peating, by which the sportsman is led to the place 
where it is found, which is generally in woods: it 
is an inhabitant of the country of Gonaquois, in- 
wards from the Cape of Good Hope, and is known 
among the Europeans by the name of Criard, in 
consequence of its being a very noisy species, and 
heard at a very great distance: it is entirely of a 
blueish-black colour, with a black beak; chesnut 
eyes ; fuscous wing-quills, and yellowish feet: fe- 
male the same, but brownish beneath. 
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LAUGHING CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus rubicundus.) 


C. fulous subtus niger; collo subtus pectoreque cineréls ; rectricie 
bus fulvo-nigricantibus. 

Fulvous Cuckow, black beneath; under part of the neck and 
the breast cinereous; tail-feathers blackish-brown. 

Cuculus rubicundus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 414.—Lath. Ind. 
Orn, 1,220. AI. 

Cuculus Mexicanus. Bris, 4. 119. 6. 

Laughing Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 539. 


Beak blueish-black : head and upper parts are 
fulvous: irides white: throat, fore-part of the 
neck and breast cinereous: belly, sides, thighs, 
and under tail-coverts, black: tail of a blackish 
fulvous colour, and half the length of the bird, 
which is sixteen inches. 

Inhabits Mexico; and from its cry being some- 
thing similar to that of human laughter, it is much 
dreaded by the Indians, as foreboding some mis- 
chief or other. 


110 


BLUE-HEADED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus cyanocephalus.) 


C. maculatus supra fuscus subtus albus; capite colloque supra n= 
gro-cyanels ; gula rufa. 

Cuckow, above brown, beneath white spotted ; head and neck 
above of a black-blue; throat rufous. 

Cuculus cyanocephalus. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 30. 3. 

Blue-headed Cuckow. Lath. Sup. II. 137.8. 


Tus bird, which is a native of New Holland, is 
about nine inches in length: beak of a pale blue 
colour, and rather bent: upper part of the head, 
with the eyes, and sides and back of the neck, dark 
blue inclining to black; the rest of the upper parts 
pale brown, with white dots on the back, and nar- 
row bars of the same across the wings and tail: 
under parts entirely white, with narrow dusky 
lines running in a transverse direction: throat and 
fore-part of the neck orange: tail long, and nearly 
even at the end: legs blueish. 
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SONNERAT’S CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Sonneratii.) 


C. nigro fasciatus; supra rufo-fuscus subtus albus; rectricibus 
nigro maculatis. 

Cuckow, above of a reddish-brown; beneath white, with black 
fascize: tail-feathers with black spots. 

Cuculus Sonneratii. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 215. 24. 

Le petit Coucou des Indes. Son. Voy. Ind. 2. 211. 

Sonnerat’s Cuckow. Lath. Syn. Sup. 102. 48. 


Tuis bird is about the size of a Blackbird, and 
is thus described by Sonnerat: beak and irides 
yellow: head, hind-part of the neck, back, and 
wings red-brown, barred with black streaks: fore- 
part of the neck, breast, and belly white, with 
black bars: tail brown, irregularly spotted with 
black on each side: legs yellow. Is found in 
India. 


TIPPET CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus palliolatus. ) 


C. corpore virescente subtus albo; lateribus colli tenia obliqua 
nigra. . 

Cuckow, with a greenish body; white beneath; sides of the 
neck with an oblique black band. 

Cuculus palliolatus. Lath. Gen. Sup. IT. 30. 5. 

Tippet Cuckow. Lath. Sup. II. 138. 10. 


Tuis bird, which is rare, is about twelve inches 
in length: irides orange: beak brown, and bent 
a little at the tip : body above dull green; beneath 
white: crown, and as far as the eyes on each side 
black ; which colour reaches forward on the sides 
of the neck, and almost meets in the middle, hay- 
ing the appearance of a tippet: sides of the wings 
yellowish: thighs with a few rusty spots: quills 
black: tail very short, the outer margin of the 
feathers with white spots: legs blueish-white, 
dotted with black. Inhabits New Holland. 
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BRASILIAN CRESTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Guira. ) 


C. albo-flavescens cristatus, capite collo tectricibusque alarum fusco 
Slavescenteque vuriis, rectricibus fuscis apice albis. 

Crested Cuckow, of a whitish yellow colour; head, neck, and 
wing-coverts varied with brown and yellowish; tail-feathers 
brown, with white tips. 

Cuculus Guira, Gel. Syst. Nat. 1. 414.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
2.19. 40. | ; 

Cuculus brasiliensis cristatus. Bris. 4. 144, 19. 

Le Guira cantara. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 407. 

 Brasilian crested Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 538. 36. 


Lenetu fourteen inches and upwards: beak 
dirty yellow, an inch in length; the upper man- 
dible rather hooked: irides brown: the feathers 
of the head are brown in the middle and yellowish 
on the sides, whereas those on the neck and throat 
are yellowish down the middle and brown at the 
sides; all the rest of the body pale yellowish 
white: feathers on the crown long, and forming a 
crest: quills and tail brown, ale latter with white 
tips: legs bright green. 

This bird, which makes a great noise in the 
woods, is an inhabitant of Brasil, 
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EDOLIO CUCKOW, — 


(Cuculus serratus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, capite cristato, corpore nigro-nitido (feemina 
subtus alba), macula alarum serratiformz alba. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, crested head, shining black 
body, (female white beneath), and a white spot on the wings 
notched like a saw. 

Cuculus serratus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 412. mas.—Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 1. 211. 12. mas. 

Cuculus ater. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 415. 

Cuculus melanoleucos. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 416. foem.—Lath. 
Ind, Orn. 1. 211.13. foem. 

Le Coucou Edolio. Le Vaill. Ois. d Afr. 5. 39. 207. mas.— 
208. foem, | 

Jacobin huppé de Coromandle. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 380. 
foem.— Buff. Pl. Enl. 872. foem. 

Crested Black Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 519. 11. mas.—Lath. 
Sup. 100. mas. 

Coromandel crested Cuckow.—Lath. Syn. 2. 520. 12. fem. 


Tue Edolio Cuckow is in length twelve inches 
and a half: beak an inch and a quarter, much 
curved, and black; the feathers of the head an 
inch long, forming a crest: general colour of the 
plumage glossy Biacle except the base of the first 
four or five quills, which are white, forming a spot 
on the exterior edge of the wing of the same co- 
lour: tail wedge-shaped, the two middle feathers 
seven inches in length, outer ones only four inches 
and a half: the feathers on the thigh long, hang- 
ing a great way over the legs, which are black. 
The female differs in being rather less, and having 
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AFRICAN CUCKOW. 


-AFRICAN CUCKOW. ELS 


the under parts entirely white, as also the tip of 
the tail: with brown legs. 

This species received its trivial name from the 
shape of the white spot on the wing being very 
like the teeth of a saw at the back part of it, 
which arises from the white being placed obliquely 
on each feather, and the wings most likely being 
rather open in the original specimen, would give 
it that appearance, as it is not the case when the 
wings are quite closed, when it appears as an 
irregular patch on the wing. 

Is found at the Cape of Good Hope, and on the 
Coromandel coast. The female has been consi- 
dered distinct by some authors, but Le Vaillant, 
in his work on the African birds, assures us it is 
Hoty | 


AFRICAN CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Afer.) 


C. atro-virens ; capite cristato; gula, pectore, ventreque lutescen= 
tibus illa nigro-maculata. 

Dark-green Cuckow, with a crested head ; thts, breast, and 
belly yellowish; the former mottled with black. 

Cuculus Afer, Leach. Zool. Misc. 1. 72. 31. 

Le Coucou Edolio var. Le Vaill. Ois. ad’ Afr. 5. 42. 200. 

African Cuckow. Leach. Zool. Misc. 1. 72. 


Tus bird is supposed by Le Vaillant to be only 
a variety of his Edolio Coucou, but upon an acs 
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curate examination it evidently. appears to be a 
distinct species : it is an inhabitant of the southern 
part of Africa. Bs 


GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOW. 
(Cuculus ee } 


C. cauda cuneiformt, capite subcristato, alis albo et cinerascente 
maculatis, fascia oculart nigra. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, slightly Boe ted head, wings 
spotted with white ne cinereous, and a black stripe near the 

~ eye. 

Cuculus glandarius. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 169. 5.—Gmel. Syst. 

_ Nat. 1. 411.—Lath. Ind. Orn. ¥. 208.3. 

Cuculus Andalusiz. . Bris. 4, 120. 10.—Ger. Orn. 1. 81. 70. 

Le grand Coucou tacheté. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 361. 

Great spotted Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 513. 3. 


Beak black, an-inch and a-quarter in length, 
and a little bent: head crested; crest composed 
of blueish ash-coloured feathers: from the base of 
the upper mandible arises a band of black, which 
passes through the eyes almost to the hinder part 
of the head, ial is broadest in the middle: sca- 
pulars,; upper wing, and tail-coverts dark brown, 
marked with small white and pale cinereous spots : 
quills brown ; each of the secondaries mar ked with 
a pale cineteous spot : tail wedge-shaped, blackish, 
all tipped with white except the two middle fea- 
thers: legs and claws black. 

This species inhabits the south of Europe, and 
the north of Africa; size of a pi ee about 
fourteen inches in length. 
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‘PISAN CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus pisanus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, capite cristato, corpore nigro alboque vario 
subtus albo, gula pectore crisso remigibusque rufis. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, crested head, body varied 

- with black and white; beneath white; throat, breast, quills, 
and vent-feathers rufous. 

Cuculus pisanus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 416. —Lath. Ind. Ginn i 
211. 14. 

Cuculus ex nigro et albo mixtus. Ger. Orn. 1. 81. 71 12 

Coucou huppé noir et blanc. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 362. 

Pisan Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 520. 13.- 


Ratuer larger than the common Cuckow: 
beak greenish brown: head crested, and black: 
upper parts of the body black and white: throat, 
breast, and under tail-coverts rufous; the rest of 
the under parts white : quill-feathers rufous, tipped 
with white: tail black with the tip white, much 
wedge-shaped, and the feathers very ene legs 
green. 

This is much allied to C. glandarius: a pair 
were taken near Pisa, in fey where they had 
formed a nest, laid four eggs, and hatched them ; 
it was not known from whence they made their 
appearance, as they had never been seen before. 
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MADAGASCAR CRESTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus cristatus.) 


C. cauda rotundata, capite cristato, corpore cinereo-virescenié 
abdomine rufo-albo, rectricibus lateralibus apice albis. 

Cuckow with a rounded tail, crested head, body of a cinereous 
green, abdomen of a reddish white, and the lateral tail-feathers 
tipped with white. 

Cuculus cristatus. Lin. Syst, Nat. 1. 171. 19.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 420.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 213. 16. 

Cuculus madagascarensis cristatus. Bris. 4. 149. 22.t.12.f 2. 

Coucou huppé de Madagascar. Buff. Pl. Eul. 589. 

Coua. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 365. 4. 16. 

Madagascar crested Cuckow, Lath. Syn. 2. 522. 15. 

Le Coua, Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afr. 5, pl. 217. 


Lenetu fourteen inches: beak more than an 
inch long, black: irides orange: head and upper 
parts of the body of a beautiful ash-colour, in- 
clining to green: feathers on the head long, form- 
ing acrest: throat and fore part of the neck cine- 
reous : lower part of the neck and breast greenish : 
belly and sides whitish, with a rufous tinge : under 
tail-coverts rufous white: thighs white, marked 
with a band of light ash-colour: quills pale green, 
with a blue and violet gloss; beneath cinereous : 
tail cinereous; the lateral feathers tipped with 
white; the two middle tail-feathers longest: legs 
black. 

Mr. Commerson assures us the flesh of this bird 
is very good to eat, that it is frequent in the woods 
about Fort Dauphin, and that it carries its tail 
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spread: it is likewise found in Madagascar, Se- 
negal, and Caffraria, where it is called Cowa, no 
doubt from its uttering the words coha-coha-coha 
repeatedly, which it is said to do by Le Vaillant. 


COLLARED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus coromandus.) 


C. cauda cunetformi, capite cristato, corpore nigro, subtus tor- 
queque collari albo. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, crested head, black body, 

- and a white collar round the neck. 

Cuculus coromandus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.171. 20.—Gmel, Syst. 
Nat. 1.421. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 216. 30. 

Coucou huppé a collier. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 388. 

Coucou huppé de Coromandel. Buff. Pl. Enl. 274. 2. 

Collared Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 529. 26. 

B. gula, jugulo remigibusque fuscis. 

With the throat, jugulum, and wing-quills fuscous. 

Le Coucou a collier blanc. Le Vail. Ois. d Afr. 5. 213. 


Beak not quite an inch in length, rather bent, 
and of an ash-colour: irides yellowish: head 
crested, and blackish, as is the upper part of the 
body: there is a small, round, grey spot on each 
side of the head behind the eye: the upper part 
of the neck is surrounded with a white collar, a 
quarter of an inch broad: throat and thighs are 
blackish: the fore part of the neck, breast, belly, 
and under tail-coverts white: scapulars and wing- 
coverts blackish in the middle, with rufous mar- 
gins; but the greater wing-coverts farthest from 
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the body rufous; primary quills the same; se- 
condaries similar to the wing-coverts : tail blackish, 
and wedge-shaped: legs ash-colour. 

Found in Senegal, Caffraria, and on the coast of 
Coromandel, ands is about twelve inches and a half 
in length. 


RED-CRESTED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus brasiliensis. ) 


C. cauda subequali, capite cristato, corpore rubro, remains 
Jlavescentibus. 

Cuckow with a red body, and red crest on the head, with yel- 
lowish quills, and the tail nearly even at the end. . 

Cuculus brasiliensis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 171. 18.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 419.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1. 222. 48. 

Cuculus cristatus ruber, Bris. 4. 154. 25. 

Le Couroucoucou. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 298. 

Red-cheeked Cuckow. Lath, Syn. 2. 545. 45. 


Tus bird is rather less than a Thrush, being 
scarcely ten inches in length: beak light red, half 
an inch long, and a little bent: head of a pale red, 
ornamented with a crest of a darker red, varie- 
gated with black: upper parts deep red; lower 
parts pale red ; witha yellowish tinge on the belly: 
upper wing-coverts pale red, mixed with yellow: 
quills and tail yellow, with a black shade. 
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HORNED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus cornutus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, capite crista bifida, corpore fuliginoso, cauda 
apice alba. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, which is white at the tip; 
head with a bifid crest ; body sooty. 

Cuculus cornutus. Lyn. Syst. Nat. 1. 171. 127.—Gmel. aye 
Nat. 1.422, Lath. Syst. Nat. 1. 216. 31. 

Cuculus brasiliensis cornutus. Bris. 4. 145. 20. 

Atinga guacu mucu. Buff. Hist. Nat. 6. 409. 

Horned Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2, 530. 27. 


In length twelve inches: beak greenish yellow, 
and a little bent at the end: irides crimson: head 
and all the upper parts of a sooty colour; with a 
double crest on the head resembling horns, which 
ean be: elevated at pleasure; lower parts cine- 
reous : quills and tail soot-colour ; the last darkest, 
tipped with white, and nine inches in length; 
two middle feathers longest; the outer ones very 
short: legs and claws ash-colour, covered in front 
with feathers very low down: is an inhabitant of 
Brasil. 
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LONG-BILLED RAIN CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Vetula. ) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore subfusco subtus testaceo, ciliis 
rubris. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, and subfuscous body, beneath 
testaceous, ciliz red. 

Cuculus Vetula, Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 169. 4.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1.410.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1, 218. 36. 

Cuculus jamaicensis longiroster. Bris. 4.116. 5.t. 17.f. 2. 

Le Coucou a long bec, Tacco. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6, 402,.— 
Buff. Pl, Enl. 772. 

pipe pilled rain Cuckow. Lath, Syn. 2. 535. 32. 


RatueER larger than a Blackbird: beak above 
an inch and a half in length; the upper mandible 
black; the lower whitish: crown of the head 
brown; the feathers of it soft and silky: upper 
parts of the body and the quills cinereous olive : 
throat and fore part of the neck whitish; the rest 
of the under parts rufous; tail very much wedge- 
shaped; the two middle feathers cinereous olive, 
the others dusky black, with white tips; the outer 
feathers very short: legs blue-black. 

This species inhabits Jamaica, where it is fre- 
quent all the year round in woods and hedges. 
It feeds on seeds, small worms, and caterpillars, 
and is very tame. ‘This bird has the name Tacco, 
from its cry, which is like that word; the first 
syllable of this is pronounced hardly, the other 
following in a full octave lower than the first. It 
has also another cry like gua, gua, gua, but that 
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only when alarmed by an enemy. Besides insects, 
it will also eat lizards, small snakes, frogs, young 
rats, and sometimes even small birds. ‘The snakes 
they swallow head foremost, letting the tail hang 
out of the mouth till the fore parts are digested. 
This bird, probably, might be easily tamed,. as 
it is so gentle as to suffer the negro children to 
catch it with their hands. Its gait is that of leap- 
ing like a magpie, being frequently seen on the 
ground ; and its flight but short, chiefly from bush 
to bush. At the time when other birds breed 
they likewise retire into the woods, but their nests 
have never yet been found; from which we should 
be inclined to think that they were indebted to 
them for the rearing of their young, in the man- 
ner of the common Cuckow. It has the name 
of Rain-bird, as it is said to make the greatest noise 
before rain. 

The stomach of this bird, according to Sloane, 
is of a very large size in proportion to the body, 
which is frequently to be observed in the common 
Cuckow. 

Mr. Abbot says that this bird sits on its own 
eggs, and that the nests are not uncommon in 
Georgia, he having procured two or three of them ; 
one discovered by himself was built in the fork of 
a small oak, made of sticks lined with moss, and 
over that dead hiccory blossoms: the eggs were 
five in number, rough, and of a blue colour, but 
not very dark, and found complete about the latter 
end of April. 
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RAIN CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus pluvialis. ) 


C. cauda cunetformi, corpore ¢inereo-olivaceo subtus rufo, collo 
infertore albo, rectricibus lateralibus nigris, extimis latere inte- 
riore omnibus apice albis. | 

Cuckow with a cinereous-olive body, rufous beneath; inferior 
part of the neck white; tail wedge-shaped ; lateral feathers 
black with white tips, and the exterior one white at the 
sides. 

Cuculus pluvialis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.411.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1. 
218. 37. | 

Cuculus jamaicensis. Bris. 4. 114. 4. 

Le Coucou dit Vieillard.. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 398. 

Rain Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 536. 33. 


Turis bird is rather less than a Blackbird: length 
from fifteen to seventeen inches. Beak an inch 
long: the upper mandible black, the under 
whitish : top of the head covered with soft downy 
feathers of a dark-brown colour: the rest of the 
upper part of the body, the wings, and two middle 
tail-feathers cinereous olive: throat and fore part 
of the neck white, appearing like a downy beard: 
the breast and the rest of the under parts of the 
body rufous: all but the two middle tail-feathers 
black, tipped with white, and the outermost one 
margined with white: legs of a blueish black. 

This species likewise inhabits Jamaica, and is 
known by the name of Old Man, or Rain-bird, as 
well as the last : the former name it most likely has 
from the colour of its chin. 
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MANGROVE CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus. Seniculus.) | 


C. cauda cuneiformi, breviore, corpore cinereo subtus rufescente, 
gula alba. 

Cuckow with a short wedge-shaped tail, cinereousbody, rufescent 
beneath, throat white. 

Cuculus minor. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1.411. 

Cuculus Seniculus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1, 219. 38. 

Petit Vieillard. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 401. 

—Coucou des Paletuviers. Buf. Pl. Enl. 813. . 

Mangrove Cuckow. Lath. Syn, 2. 537. 


— Turs bird is about twelve inches in length : beak 
and upper parts of the body and tail similar to C. 
pluvialis: irides yellow: chin white: rest beneath 
pale rufous: legs longer than in the last. 

This is so much like the female of C. pluvialis 
in colour, &c. that one description would be almost 
sufficient ; however this is much smaller, and has a 

shorter tail in proportion : it inhabits Cayenne, and 

lives on insects; is particularly fond of the large 
caterpillars that feed on the mangrove, on which 
account it frequents those places where there are a 
great number of those trees. 
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SHINING CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus lucidus.) 


C. fulgidus, cauda subequali, corpore supra viridi-aureo, subtus 
albicante viridi aureo fuscoque undulato. 

Shining Cuckow, with the tail nearly equal; body above of a 
greenish brass, beneath whitish, with green gold and fuscous 


undulations. | 
Cuculus lucidus: Gmel. Syst. Nat..1.421.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 


215. 28. 
Shining Cuckow. Lath. Syn, 2.528. 24. 23. 


Lenetu the same as C. auratus: beak blueish: 
irides hazel: upper part of the body green, with a 
fine, rich, gilded gloss; the under parts white, 
transversely undulated with green gold: under 
tail-coverts nearly white: quills and tail dusky 
brown; the latter very short, scarcely exceeding 
the wings: legs blueish. 

This species has a great affinity to C. auratus, 
but it has not the white stripes on the head, or 
blotches on the body peculiar to that bird: it is a 
native of New Zealand, where it is called Poopo- 
arowro. | 


26 


— 


a3 
S 

WSS 

SSS 


SHINING CUCKOW. 
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GILDED CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus auratus.) 


C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore supra viridi-aureo subtus albo, ca= 
pute striis quinque albis, rectricibus duobus extimis latere exte- 
riort omnibus apice albis. 

Cuckow with the body above of a green gold, beneath white ; 
head with five white striz; tail wedge-shaped, the two exte- 
rior feathers with white spots on the outward edge, and all 
with white tips. 

Cuculus auratus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 421.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 
TZ So SF. 

Coucou vert doré et blanc. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 385. 

Coucou vert du Cap de Bonne Esperance. Buff. Pl. Enl. 
657. 

Gilded Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 527. 23. 

Le Coucou didric. Le Vazll, Ors. d’ Afr. 5. 46. 210, mas. 211. 
fem, 


Tuts most beautiful bird is about seven inches 
in length: beak eight lines long, and of a greenish 
brown colour : the upper parts are of a rich, gilded, 
glossy green; on the head are five stripes of 
white ; two above the eyes, like eyebrows, passing 
behind ; two more, shorter and narrower, beneath 
the eyes; and one on the middle of the forehead : 
nearly all the wing-coverts and the second quills 
have white tips; as likewise the tail-feathers and 
the two greater tail-coverts: the exterior quill and 
two exterior tail-feathers with small spots of white 
on the outer edge: throat and under parts white : 
the sides and feathers which fall over the knees 
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marked with a few greenish bars: legs grey, co- 
vered with white feathers as far as the middle of 
the shins: tail wedge-shaped, above three inches 
long, and in its natural state spread out like a 
fan; it is nearly an inch and a half longer than 
the wings, which in this species seem longer 
in proportion than most of the birds of the 
genus. 7 

This bird was found near Koks Kraal, inwards 
from the Cape of Good Hope, by Le Vaillant, 
who remarks that it is undoubtedly the finest 
bird of the genus: it was named by him Le 
Didric, from its continually uttering the sylla- 
bles di-di-didric very distinctly, in various modu- 
Jations, when perched on the extremities of large 
trees. ; 


KLAAS CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus Klaas.) 


C, viridis ; remigibus fuscis ; gula, jugulo, pectore, ventre, femo- 
ribus caudaque subtus albis. 

Green Cuckow, with the quills fuscous ; throat, jugulum, breast, 
belly, thighs, and tail beneath white. 

Le Coucou de Klaas. Le Vail. Ois. d’Afrig. 5. 53. pl. 212. 


mas. 


Tuts species is described by Le Vaillant, who 
has with great propriety separated it from the 
gilded Cuckow: the wings are longer, and the 
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colours (as may be discovered by comparing the 
characters,) are different. The four middle 
quills of the tail are brilliant green, the outer 
ones white. Beak and legs black brown, the eyes 
yellow. 

It is of the same size as the gilded Cuckow, 
and is found in Senegal, and from Caffraria to 
the Cape of Good Hope, but it is much more 
rare. 


CUPREOUS CUCKOW. 


(Cuculus cupreus.) 


C. aureo-cupreus, abdomine femoribusque flavis. 

Golden copper Cuckow, with the abdomen and thighs yellow. 
Cuculus cupreus. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 29. 1. 

Cupreous Cuckow. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 134. 2. 


Tux Cupreous Cuckow is about the size of a 
Lark, and is most elegant in its form: the beak 
is black: the head, neck, and upper parts of the 
body are of a brilliant copper colour, with a gold 
gloss: the feathers have much the appearance 
of scales, being greatly rounded: the belly and 
thighs are of a fine yellow: the tail is rather 
wedge-shaped, with one or two of the exterior 
feathers marked with a triangular white spot at 
the tip: legs black. 

There is a magnificent specimen of this bird in 
the museum of Mr. Bullock, which differs a little 
from the above description, as the abdomen and 

Va ths Pik: 9 
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thighs instead of being yellow are of a dirty white; 
which may be the effect of accident, or the distin- 
guishing character of the other sex. It is sup- 
posed to be an inhabitant of Africa, and is very 
greatly allied to C. auratus, but the tail is rather 
longer in proportion. 
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INDICATOR. HONEY-GUIDE. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum robustum, conicum, || Beak strong, conic, dilated at 


basi dilatatum, versus api- the base, narrow towards 

cem angustum, mandibula the tip; the upper mandi- 

superiore arcuato carinata, ble bent and carinated, the 

inferiore apice recurvato. lower one recurved at the 
tip. 

Nares plumis subtecte. Nostrils slightly covered with 

feathers. 

Pedes simplices, digitisduobus || eet simple, with two toes 
anticis, duobus posticis; di- before and two behind; the 
gito postico externe lon- external hinder toe longest, 
giore, ungue breve in- armed with a short claw.. 
structo. 


Tue Honey-guides form a very peculiar genus, 
having a solid, conic, and arched beak, with a 
ridge on the upper mandible, the point of the under 
mandible being inserted into a groove in that of 
the upper one: the nostrils are placed high, each 
in a deep impression, and covered partially with 
feathers, which incline rather to the sides of the 
beak than to the middle: head small: eyes rather 
open: tongue flat, triangular, and short: body 
long and straight: toes strong and short: wings 
long, and reaching to the middle of the tail, which 
consists of twelve feathers, having the middle ones 
shorter than those on each side, and the three 
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outer ones gradually shorter than each other, the 
most exterior one being shortest: the feathers are 
short, hard, and pressed close to the body: the 
skin is thick, and the fibres so close that it is diffi- 
cult to pierce it even with a pin, an admirable 
provision of nature to guard these birds against 
the stings of the bees, as it forms an almost im- 
penetrable coat of mail. 

Sparrman first described the Honey-guide, which 
he placed in the genus Cuculus, to which it is only 
related in having the toes placed two and two; 
but it is to him we are indebted for the following 
history of its economy, which is to be found in the 
Philosophical Transactions, vol. 67, p- 38. * This 
curious species of Cuckow,” says Dr. Sparrman, “ is 
found at a considerable distance from the Cape of 
Good Hope, in the interior parts of Africa, being 
entirely unknown at that settlement. The first 
place I heard of it was in a wood called the Groot- 
Vaader’s Bosch, the Grand-father’s Wood, situated 
in a desert near the river which the Hottentots 
call 7’kaut’kai. "The Dutch settlers thereabouts 
have given this bird the name of Honiguyzer, or 
Honey-guide, from its quality of discovering wild 
honey to travellers. Its colour has nothing strik- 
ing or beautiful: its size is smaller than that of 
our Cuckow in Europe; but in return the instinct 
which prompts it to seek its food in a singular 
manner is truly admirable. Not only the Dutch 
and Hottentots, but likewise a species of qua- 
druped named Ratel (probably a new species of 
Badger), are frequently conducted to wild bee- 


HONEY-GUIDE. 133 


hives by this bird, which, as it were, pilots them 
to the very spot. The honey being its favourite 
food, its own interest prompts it to be instru- 
mental in robbing the hive, as some scraps are 
commonly left for its support. The morning and 
evening are its times of feeding, and it is then 
heard calling in a shrill tone, cherr, cherr, which 
the honey-hunters carefully attend to as the sum- 
mons to the chase. From time to time they an- 
swer with a soft whistle, which the bird hearing 
always continues its note. As soon as they are 
in sight of each other, the bird gradually flutters 
towards the place where the hive is situated, con- 
tinually repeating its former call of cherr, cherr ; 
nay, if it should happen to have gained a consi- 
derable way before the men (who may easily be 
hindered in the pursuit by bushes, rivers, or the 
like), it returns to them again, and redoubles its 
note, as if to reproach them with their inactivity. 
At last the bird is observed to hover for a few 
moments over a certain spot; and then silently 
retiring to a neighbouring bush or resting-place, 
the hunters are sure of finding the bees’ nest in 
that identical spot; whether it be in a tree or in 
the crevice of a rock, or (as is most commonly the 
case), in the earth. Whilst the hunters are busy 
in- taking the honey, the bird is seen looking on 
attentively to what is going forward, and waiting 
for its share of the spoil. The bee-hunters never 
fail to leave a small portion for their conductor ; 
but commonly take care not to leave so much 
as would satisfy his hunger. The bird’s appetite 
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being whetted by this parsimony, he is obliged 
to commit a second treason, by discovering an- 
other bees’ nest, in hopes of a better salary. It 
is further observed that the nearer the bird ap- 
proaches the hidden hive the more frequently it 
repeats its call, and seems the more impatient. 
I have had frequent opportunities of seeing this 
bird, and have been witness to the destruction of 
several republics of bees by means of its treachery. 
I had, however, but two opportunities of shoot- 
ing it, which I did to the great indignation of my 
Hottentots.”’ 

A nest that was shewn to Dr. Sparrman, as be- 
longing to this bird, was composed of slender fila- 
ments of bark woven together in the form of a 
bottle; the neck and opening hung downwards, 
and a string in an arched shape was suspended 
across the opening fastened by the two ends, per- 
haps for the birds to perch on: it is said to be 
constructed in the hollow of trees, which the bird 
climbs like a Woodpecker; it hatches its own 
egos, in which it differs from the Cuckows. 

Though Dr. Sparrman asserts that he was fre- 
quently eyewitness of the above circumstance re- 
lating to the economy of these birds, yet he is dis- 
credited by Le Vaillant, who even doubts if Sparr- 
man ever saw the bird; he says the account is 
merely a repetition of a fable that is known and be- 
lieved by the credulous people of the Cape, as in his 
travels he never observed any part of Sparrman’s 
statement to be correct : in another place he says it 
is certain that the note of the Honey-guide when in 
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search of its prey indicates to man its object, and 
thus induces him to follow it; but that it is false 
that the bird seeks to draw man after it for the 
purpose of sharing the plunder of the honey with 
him: the fact is, the bird calls not the man, but 
the man knows that by attending to the cry and fol. 
lowing the bird he will be sure to find the stores 
of the bees. Bruce pretends to have seen one of 
these birds in Abyssinia, and he has given to it all 
the forms of a Cuckow; but Le Vaillant no more 
believes that the Indicator was seen there, than 
the Giraffe, to which Bruce has given the horns of 
the Antelope! however, Bruce himself does not 
admit the truth of Sparrman’s account, for in his 
travels he says, “‘ I cannot conceive it possible 
that in a country where there are so many thou- 
sand hives, there was any use for giving to a bird 
a peculiar instinct or faculty of discovering honey, 
when, at the same time, nature hath deprived him 
of the power of availing himself of any advans 
tage from the discovery; for man seems in this 
case to be made for the service of the Moroc, 
which is very different to the common course of 
things: man certainly needs not this bird; for on 
every tree, and on every hillock he may see plenty 
of honey at his own deliberate disposal. I can- 
not then but think, with all submission to those 
natural philosophers (Dr. Sparrman and Jerome 
Lobo, who have also given an account of this bird, ) 
that the whole of this is an improbable fiction ; 
nor did I ever hear a single person in Abyssinia 
suggest, that either this or any other bird had such 
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a property. Sparrman says it was not known to 
any inhabitant of the Cape, any more than that of 
the Moroc was in Abyssinia; it was a secret of 
nature hid from all but these two great men, and 
I most willingly leave it AOUE the citalopue of 
their particular discoveries.” 

However Mr. Barrow (who in the years 1797 
and 1798 travelled into the interior of the southern 
extremity of Africa), fully confirms the truth of 
Dr. Sparrman’s account. ‘ Every one in that 
country,”’ says Barrow, “ is too well acquainted 
with the Moroc to have any doubts as to the cer- 
tainty either respecting the bird or its information 
of the repositories of the bees.”’ 

Lobo, whom we have mentioned ahove: in ee 
Voyage to Abyssinia speaks of a bird called Mo- 
roc, which has the instinct of discovering wild- 
honey: but from his account it is that collected 
by the ground bees; as he says that they keep 
their holes in the ground extremely clean; and, 
that though common in the highways, they are 
very eee found except by the Moroc’s assist- 
ance. 

These birds are very tame, and not much afraid 
of man: their flight isheavy. They feed only on 
honey and wax, but do not eat the bees, who en- 
deavour to sting them in the eye (almost the only 
part the iisect can penetrate), and frequently 
make them suffer very much for their boldness in 
attacking the hive; and is often the cause of their 
death, as the Hottentots say numbers of their 
carcases are found near the resorts of the bees. 
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_ Le Vaillant, in his travels, says the Hottentots 
are very partial to this bird, on account of the 
service it renders them; and that once when he 
was about to shoot one they implored him to spare 
its life, in consideration of its utility. | 
The following is the description of the bird 
alluded to by Le Vaillant as Bruce’s * Indicator, 
which the latter says is about seven inches in 
length: bill pointed and rather bent, with a num- 
ber of very small hairs at the base: irides dusky 
red: head and neck plain brown: inside of the 
mouth and throat yellow : tongue pointed, and ca- 
-_pable of being drawn half out of the mouth: eye- 
brows black: fore part of the neck light yellow, 
which colour reaches nearly to the shoulders, and 
is darkest on the sides: breast and belly dirty 
white : the wing-feathers mostly tipped with white : 
tail consisting of twelve feathers of equal length, 
and tipped with white: legs black, covered with 
feathers half way down: feet with only three toes, 
placed two before and one behind. It feeds on 
bees, and when catching them makes a kind of 
snapping noise, at other times it 1s silent: this 
bird kills more than it eats, as numbers are found 
scattered on the ground where it has been feeding ; 
and is found in those parts of Abyssinia where 
honey is produced as a revenue, as Agou and 
Goutto. 
This bird is described by Dr. Latham in the 
second supplement to his work, pages xxx1. 8. and. 
139. 13. under the name of Cuculus Abyssinicus. 


* Bee Cuckow. Moroc. Bruee’s Trav. App. 178. 
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There is great probability of one of these birds 
proving the Gnat Snapper of Kolben; of which 
he says the note is not so fine as that of a Tit- 
mouse, and that it is a guide to the Hottentots, by 
directing them to the honey which the bees lay 
up in the clefts of the rock. 


SPARRMAN’S HONEY-GUIDE. 
(Indicator Sparrmanii.) 


I. corpore ferrugineo-griseo subtus albido ; humeris macula flava, 
rectricibus tribus exterioribus bast macula nigra. 

Honey-guide with a ferruginous grey body, beneath white; a 
yellow spot on the shoulders; and the three exterior tail- 
feathers with a black spot at the base. 

Cuculus indicator. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 418.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 218. 35. 

Le Coucou indicateur. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 392. 

Honey-guide. Phil. Trans. 67. 38. 1. 

Honey Cuckow. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 533.—Lath, Sup. 101. 


Tuts species, which is the one figured and de- 
scribed by Sparrman, is in length seven inches: 
beak half an inch ; yellowish at the tip ; thickened, 
and brown towards the base, which is armed with 
a few bristles, and in the male encircled with 
black: irides ferruginous grey: eyelids naked 
black: top of the head grey; the feathers broad 
and short: chin, throat, and breast dirty white, 
with a green tinge on the latter: back and rump 
ferruginous grey: belly and vent white: thighs 
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white, with a longitudinal streak of black on each 
feather : upper wing-coverts grey brown, some of 
them tipped with yellow, forming a spot of that 
colour on the shoulders, which is generally covered 
by the scapulars: quills brown above; grey brown 
beneath: bastard wing grey brown: tail composed 
of twelve feathers, the middle ones very narrow 
and short; rusty brown both above and below; 
the two next, on each side, white, with brown tips, 
and a black spot on the inner webs at the base; 
the outer one shorter than the rest, and similar to 
the last, except that the black spot 1s not quite so 
conspicuous. Is said by Sparrman to inhabit the 
interior of the country from the Cape of Good 
Hope, where it is very common. 
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GREAT HONEY-GUIDE. 


(Indicator major. ) 


1. olivaceo-viridis, subtus flavescens, uropygto tectricibusque albis. 

Olive-green Honey-guide, beneath yellow, with the rump and 
tail-coverts white. 

Le Grand Indicateur. Le Vaill. Ois. d’ Afr. 5. 1. mas. 2. female. 


Lencrn about ten inches: the upper part of 
the head, hinder part of the neck, wing-coverts, 
and back are brownish olive-green, yellowish in a 
certain light: rump white; upper tail-coverts white 
varied with olive: wing-quills dirty olive-brown, 
externally olive-green: the three outer tail-feathers 
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on each side are white with a brown spot at the 
tip ; the remainder of the tail-feathers olive-brown, 
with their outer webs white: fore-part of the neck 
and the breast pale yellow ; the middle of the neck 
varied with black spots, which ascend to the throat; 
all the rest of the under part of the body yellow: 
beak, legs, nails, and eyes brown. Female rather 
less than the male; the olive-green colour more 
yellow than in the male: the forehead spotted 
with yellowish-white : the throat, front of the neck, 
breast and flanks varied with brownish-black and 
yellowish-white : in other respects she is like the 
male ; which, when young, is similar in colour. 

This species inhabits Auteniquoi and Caffraria : 
the female lays four dirty-white eggs, which the 
male occasionally sits on, to relieve the female, 
during the tedious process of incubation. 


LITTLE HONEY-GUIDE. 


(Indicator minor.) 


I. griseo-olivaceus; remigibus perfuscis viridi-flavo marginatis ; 

- ventre caudaque albidis hdc pennis intermediis nigris; rostro, 
oculis pedibusque brunneis. 

Olive-grey Honey-guide ; with the quills brownish, margined 
with yellow; belly and tail whitish, the latter with the middle 
feathers black; beak, eyes, and feet brown. 

Le petit Indicateur. Le Vail. Ois. d’ Afrig. 5. 137. ps» 242. 


Turis species was first observed by Le Vaillant 
in the vicinity of the Cape of Good Hope, having 
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been pointed out to him by the colonists, to whom 
it was well known. 

The female has the back and wing-coverts brown- 
ish ; and lays four plain white eggs. 

This bird has a very remarkable note, which Le 
Vaillant has endeavoured to imitate as follows, /at- 
hat-kat-kat-kat-kat-kay, kat, kay, kay, kat. 
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YUNX. WRYNECK. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrumteretiusculum, paulo || Beak roundish, slightly in- 


incurvatum, debile. curved, and weak. 

Nares concave, denudate. Nostrils naked and concave. 

Lingua teres, lumbriciformis, || Tongue very long, worm-like, 
longissima, apice mucro- slender, and armed at the 
nata, point. 

Pedes simplices; digitis du- || Feet simple, with two toes 
obus anticis, duobus posti- || before, and two behind. 


cis. 


Tus genus, which consists of only a single spe- 
cies, has, by most authors, been held distinct: it 
seems to be the link between the Woodpeckers 
and the Cuckows; as it has the tongue and feet of 
the former, but it cannot be placed there on ac- 
count of the weakness of its beak; while it is re- 
moved from the latter (where it was originally 
placed by Linneus,) by its long tongue, although 
it has a great affinity in other respects. ‘There are 
ten feathers in the tail. 


COMMON WRYNECK. 
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WRYNECK. 


(Yunx Torquilla.) 


Y. grisea fusco nigricanteque varia; abdomine rufescente-albo ma- 
culis nigricantibus; rectricibus maculis striis fasctisque nigris 
undulatis. 

Grey Wryneck, varied with black and fuscous; abdomen of a 
rufescent white, with blackish spots ; tail-feathers spotted and 
barred with undulated black striz. 

Yunx Torquilla. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 172.—Faun, Suec. 97.1. 
97.—Gmmel. Syst. Nat. 1, 423.—Ger. Orn. 2. 52. 186.—Bris. 
A. 4.t. 1. f. 1.—Raii. Syn. 44. 8.—Will, 95. 22.—Lath. Ind, 
Orn. 1. 223. 1. 

Le Torcol. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 84. 3.—Buff. Pl. Enl, 698.. 

Wryneck. Brit. Zool. 1. 83.—Arct. Zool. 2. 267. B.— Lewin, 
Br. Birds. 2. 43.—Id. 8. 2. (ovum. )—Lath. Syn. 2. 548. 24. 
—Lath. Sup. 103.—Don. Brit. Birds, 4. 83.—Montague. Brit. 
Birds, 2.—Bewick. Brit. Birds. 1.111. 


Tue length of this beautiful bird is about seven 
inches ; the beak is three quarters of an inch long, 
nearly straight, and sharp pointed; tongue cylin- 
dric, two inches and a quarter in length: irides 
light hazel, inclining to yellow: the upper part of 
the head, neck, back, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
are ash-colour, marked with numerous fine dusky 
undulated transverse lines; from the crown of the 
head a black list runs half way down the back, 
disposed in four indistinct lines: wing-coverts like 
the back, but inclining to rufous, and spotted with 
grey: greater quills dusky, marked with quadran- 
gular rust-coloured spots on the exterior webs: 
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chin and fore-part of the neck yellowish white, 
crossed with dusky lines: lower part of the breast, 
belly, and sides white, with small triangular dusky 
spots: under tail-coverts rufous-white, crossed 
with dusky lines: tail-feathers broad, rounded at 
the ends, and of the same colour as the back, with 
four distinct black bars: legs brown; female much 
paler. 

There is a variety mentioned by Brisson of this 
bird, differing from the former in having the head 
and upper parts ferruginous, beautifully varied 
with longitudinal lines of yellow: wings and tail 
the same as the back: legs yellow: claws black. 

The name Wryneck seems to have been given 
to this bird from its singular manner of turning its 
head over its shoulder alternately, when the black 
mark on the back of the neck gives it a twisted 
appearance ; it also erects all the feathers on the 
top of the head: its beak seems to be of very little 
use in procuring subsistence, the tongue being the 
chief instrument used for that purpose. 

The Wryneck makes a noise very much like the 
smaller species of Hawks, which it frequently re- 
peats in the spring, soon after its arrival in this 
country, which is generally about the middle of 
April: it makes no nest, but lays its eggs, which 
are from eight to ten in number, on the rotten 
wood within ; these eggs are as white as ivory, and 
weigh about thirty-seven grains. 

If this bird be surprised in its nest, it has a sin- 
gular action of defence: stretching itself at full 
length, and erecting the feathers of the head, it 
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suddenly rises, making at the same time a hissing 
noise like a snake; which has often been the means 
of the nest. not being plundered of the young, from 
the supposition that they were advancing their 
hands on a brood of that reptile. 

It is not uncommon in the southern and eastern 
parts of England, but is not known to have been 
taken far towards the north, and very rarely in 
Cornwall. It chiefly inhabits woods, or thickly 
inclosed countries, where there are plenty of old 
pollard elm trees, or orchards: it is a bird of 
passage, coming eight or ten days before the 
Cuckow. Its food is chiefly ants, which the male 
has been observed to carry to the female while 
sitting. Buffon observes that this bird grows very 
fat towards the end of summer, when it becomes 
excellent eating. 

It-is found throughout Europe and most parts 
of the Old Continent: is known by the names of 
Long-tongue, and Emmet-hunter. 
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PICUS. WOODPECKER. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum polyedrum, rectum: || Beak many-sided, straight; 


apice cuneato. wedge-shaped at the tip. 

Nares pennis setaceis recum- | Nostri/s covered with seta- 
bentibus obtecte. ceous recumbent feathers. 

Lingua teres, lumbriciformis, || Tongue round, worm-shaped, 

_ longissima, mucronata, a- || very long and slender, bony, 
pice retrorsum aculeata se- || hard, and with a sharp 
tis. barbed point at the end. 

Pedes simplices, digitis duo- | Feet simple, with two toes - 

bus anticis, duobus posticis. | before, and two behind. 


‘Tue birds of this genus climb trees, particularly 
those that are decaying or dead, in search of the 
insects and larvee which destroy the tree within, 
and which are their natural food: they are un- 
justly persecuted in many places on a supposition 
that they are injurious to the trees, when in fact 
they do good, by destroying those insects which 
would otherwise increase so much as to cause the 
trees’ overthrow in a short time. ‘Their beak is 
large, strong, and well fitted for its employment, 
being terminated in a sort of wedge, by which it 
is enabled to pierce the bark of trees, and bore 
into the solid wood. Its neck is short and thick, 
and being furnished with very powerful muscles, 
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it is capable of striking with such force against the 
trunks of trees, as to be heard at a great distance: 
its tongue is long and taper, with a hard bony sub- 
stance at the tip, which terminates in two long 
slender cartilages proceeding from below upwards, 
and from behind forwards, over the whole skull, 
under the skin, and are attached to the forehead 
near the base of the beak: by means of these car- 
tilages it is that the birds of this genus are able 
to thrust out their long filiform tongue to obtain 
the insects or their larvae, which are often deeply 
seated in the solid tree: their tail consists of ten 
stiff sharp-pointed feathers, bent inwards, by which 
they secure themselves on the trunks of trees 
when in search of food. Their feet are well 
adapted for climbing, as the toes are situated two 
and two, by which they can creep up or down in 
any direction. ‘They have a membranaceous sto- 
mach, and want the coecum, a circumstance pecu- 
liar to this tribe. 

The apparent solitary life of the Woodpecker 
is thus described by Buffon. ‘‘ Of all the birds 
which earn their subsistence by spoil, none leads 
a life so laborious and painful as the Woodpecker: 
Nature has condemned it to incessant toil and 
slavery. While others freely employ their courage 
or address, and either shoot on rapid wing or lurk 
in close ambush, the Woodpecker is constrained 
to drag out an insipid existence in boring the bark 
and hard fibres of trees to extract its humble prey. 
Necessity never suffers any intermission of its la- 
bours, never grants an interval of sound repose ; 
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often during the night it sleeps in the same painful 
posture as in the fatigues of the day. It never 
shares the sports of the other inhabitants of the 
air, it joins not their vocal concerts, and its wild 
cries and saddening tones, while they disturb the 
silence of the forest, express constraint and effort : 
its movements are quick, its gestures full of in- 
quietude, its looks coarse and vulgar; it shuns all 
society, even that of its own kind; and when it is 
prompted to seek a companion, its appetite is not 
softened by delicacy of feeling.” 


GREAT BLACK WOODPECKER, 


(Picus martius.) 


P. niger, pileo coccineo. 

Black Woodpecker, with a scarlet crown. 

Picus martius, Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 173. 1.—Faun, Suec. 98.— 
Lath, Ind. Orn, 1, 224. 1. 

Picus niger. Briss. 4,21:6.. — 

Le Pic noir. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois..7. 41. 2.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 
596. 

Great Black Woodpecker. Pen. Arc. Zool. 2.276. A.— Lewin. 
Br. Birds. 2. 46.—Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 552. 1.—Lath. Sup. 
104.— Don. Brit. Birds, 1.13 ge nae tt Brit. Birds. 2.— 
Montague’s Supplement. 


Tue Great Black Woodpecker is in length se- 
venteen inches: beak near two inches and a half 
in length; of a dark ash-colour, whitish at the 
sides: the whole bird black, except the crown of 
the head, which is scarlet: irides pale yellow: 


oA 


Fd 
GREAT BLACK WOODPECKER. 


j ‘ bac ; 4; hp Ae PION ued, 
; y . 
AIST ahs aly ae 


whet: a ro Pd a , Poul 
sy! Uy Due wi. & sf. f ‘= 

o> 5 yare #3 va) rt , 
her 4 ARE Ni 
P ’ % z ae y r ; ; 


ee eee, °F eek Seer 


' 


GREAT BLACK WOODPECKER. 149 


first quill-feathers very short: two middle tail- 
feathers rather longer than the rest, giving the tail 
a rounded appearance: legs lead-coloured ; co- 
vered with feathers on the fore part for half their 
length: the female is brownish; with only the 
hind part of the head scarlet: but both sexes vary 
in this latter mark, and it has been quite wanting 
in some specimens that have occurred. 

This bird is said to build in old ash and pop- 
lar trees, which it so excavates occasionally as to 
cause them to be blown down by the first strong 
wind: the female lays two or three white eggs, 
which colour seems to be peculiar to the whole 
genus : it is said to be so great a destroyer of bees, 
that the inhabitants of those places where it is 
abundant, and many bees are hived in the trees, 
are obliged to take every precaution to guard the 
mouth of the hive, which is generally done with 
sharp thorns, but that is not always sufficient to 
protect them ; the birds are found most numerous 
where the greatest quantity of bees are kept. 

This species is found in most parts of Europe, 
but not in Italy, and rarely in France and Eng- 
land *: it is most abundant in Germany ; it is 
likewise found in Russia. 


_# The fact of its having been taken in England is very doubt- 
ful, although it is mentioned in Dr. Pultney’s catalogue of Dor- 
setshire birds, where it is noticed as having been taken more than 
once in that county: it has also been said to have occurred in 
Lancashire, in the neighbourhood of London, and in Devonshire ; 
but these latter instances are not sufficiently authenticated. 
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WHITE-BILLED WOODPECKER. 
(Picus principalis.) 


P. niger, linea utrinque collari remigibusque secundariis albis. 

Mas. crista coccinea. 

Foem. crista corpore concolore. 

_ Black Woodpecker, with a line on both sides of the neck, and 
the secondary quills white. 

Male, with a scarlet crest, 

Female, with the crest the same colour as the body. 

Picus principalis, Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.173. 2.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 425.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 1. 225. 3.—Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. 
Sept. 2. 56. 

Picus niger carolinensis. Briss. 4..26. 9. 

Pic noir huppé de la Caroline. Buff. Pl. Enl. 690. 

Pic noir Abec blanc. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 46.—Vieil. Ors. 
Amer. Sept. 2. 56. 109. Poke 

White-billed Woodpecker. Pen. Arc. Zool. 2. 156.—Lath. 
Gen. Syn, 2. 553. male.—Lath. Sup. 105. 2. female. 


Tue White-billed Woodpecker is in length six- 
teen inches. The beak is about three inches in 
length, channelled, and as white as ivory : irides 
yellow : on the back of the head is a beautiful red, 
erect, pointed crest, some of the feathers two 
inches in length: the head itself and body black ; 
but the lower part of the back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts white: there is a white stripe begin- 
ning at the eye and passing down each side of the 
neck to the back: some of the primary quill- 
feathers black; the rest white: tail black, and 
rather wedge-shaped: legs and claws black: fe- 
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male rather larger than the male; beak of a most 
beautiful white, and very obtuse at the tip: crest 
of the head black: the white lines from the eyes 
unite into a point on the back: the fifth wing- 
quill black with a white tip, and two spots of white 
on the inner web; sixth and seventh black, with 
the ends and whole of the inner webs white; all 
the other quills entirely white; under wing-co- 
verts white: tail black, very stiff: legs dusky 
blue: claws black: the rest of the body similar to 
the male. 3 

This bird is called by the Spaniards the Car- 
penter, which name is very applicable, as it makes 
a great noise with its beak against the trees in the 
woods, which is similar to that made by carpenters 
when at work ; making in an hour or two a bushel 
of chips: it is found in Carolina, Virginia, New 
Spain, Brasil, and New Jersey. 
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LINEATED WOODPECKER:. 


(Picus Lineatus. ) 


P. niger, crista coccinea, linea a rostro utringue collart ad medium 

dorsum alba, corpore subtus rufo- -albido fasciis nigris. 

Black Woodpecker, with a crimson crest, and with a white line 
on both sides of the neck reaching from the beak to the 
. middle of the back; body beneath reddish white barred with 
_ black. 

Picus Lineatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 174. 4.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
_ 1, 425.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1, 226. 5. 

Picus niger cayanensis cristatus. Briss. 4. 31. 11.4. 1.f. 2. 
Pic noir huppé de Cayenne. ae Hist, Nat. O13. 7. 50.— 

Buff. Pl. Enl. 717. 
Lineated Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 556. 4. 


Leneru near fourteen inches: beak above an 
inch and a half long, and. horn-coloured: head 
with a red crest: nape red: cheeks ash-colour : 
from the corner of the mouth on each side is a 
white line, which gets broader as it advances, until 
it meets on the back, which is black: there is a 
red stripe along the under jaw: throat beneath 
reddish white, the shaft of each feather marked 
with black : fore-part of the neck and breast black ; 
each feather at the tip bordered with reddish 
white ; of which colour the belly, vent, and thighs 
are, but striated transversely with black ; edges of 
the wings white: quills black; the inner webs 
about one third of their length from the base 
white: tail black, and wedge-shaped: legs and 
claws grey. Inhabits Cayenne. 
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RED-HEADED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus erythrocephalus.) 


P. capite toto rubro, alis caudaque nigris, abdomine remigibusque 
secundarits albis. : 

Woodpecker with the whole head red; wings and tail black ; 
abdomen and secondary quill-feathers white. 

Picus erythrocephalus. Lin, Syst. Nat. 1. 174. 7.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 429.—Briss, 4. 52. 19. t. 3. f. 1.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
227. 9.—Vietl. Ors. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 60. 

Pic noir A domino rouge. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois.7. 55. 

Pic de Virginie. Buff. Pl. Eni. 117. 

Le Pic tricolor. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept, 2. 60. 112. 113. 
young. 

Red-headed Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 160.—Lath. 
Gen, Syn. 2. 561. 1. 

Picus obscurus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.429.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 

baa a 9 

White-rumped Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 563. 10. 


Tuts destructive bird is eight inches and three 
quarters in length: beak an inch and a quarter, 
lead-coloured at the base, and black at the tip: 
head and neck of a bright crimson, the latter edged 
with black below: irides dusky: back and wings 
black: breast, belly, and rump white: ten first 
quill-feathers black, eleventh black and white, rest 
white with black shafts: tail wedge-shaped and 
black: legs and claws lead-colour: young bird 
has the beak horn-coloured: head, throat, chin, 
and all the upper parts of the body dusky, trans- 
versely waved with dirty white: great wing-co- 
verts black: primary quills dusky: the outer 
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edges margined with cream-colour, with some of 
the feathers tipped with white : secondaries white, 
with two irregular black bars at the tip of each 
feather; the second bar is sometimes wanting 
on the outer webs: rump, belly, and tail-coverts 
white; legs black. These birds are found chiefly 
in old trees, and the noise they make with their 
beaks is heard at a great distance: they are 
very injurious to the maize-fields and orchards, as 
they peck the ears of the maize, and destroy the 
apples, which they eat so far that nothing but the 
skins remain: they are sometimes so numerous 
that a premium of twopence a head has been paid 
from the public fund on purpose to extirpate them, 
which has of late been much neglected. 

In the winter they are very tame, and are occa- 
sionally seen to come in the houses, in a similar 
manner to the Redbreast in England. ‘They are 
inhabitants of many parts of North America; and 
migrate more or less to the southward in the au- 
tumn, according to the severity of the approaching 
season, from whence the natives expect either 
a moderate or severe winter: upon their return 
northward they soon begin to build, and are one 
of the earliest of the Woodpeckers in performing 
that operation. It is supposed by Buffon that ne- 
cessity alone compels these birds to feed on fruits, 
as it is contrary to the nature of the birds of this 
genus: they are said to be very palatable food. 
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BUFF-CRESTED WOODPECKER. 


( Picus melanoleucos. ) 


P. nigricans, pileo cristato flavescente ; fronte supercilits nuchaque 
nigris, linea collari utrinque ad dorsum alba, corpore subtus 
albido fasciis nigris. | 

Blackish Woodpecker, with a yellowish crest on the top of the | 
head ; forehead, supercilia, and upper part of the neck black, 
with a white line on each side of the latter reaching to the 
back ; body beneath white barred with black. ae 

Picus melanoleucos, Gel, Syst. Nat. 1.426.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 
1. 227. 7. ot 

Buff-crested Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 558. 625. 


TwELvE inches and a half m length: beak two 
inches, and of a brownish horn-colour: the fore- 
part of the crest black, hinder part buff-coloured : 
beneath the crest above the eye is a black line: 
hind part of the neck likewise black: the sides of 
the head beneath the eye white, which colour runs 
down on each side of the neck, and meets on the 
middle of the back, the upper half of which is also 
white: sides of the head and neck, lower part of 
the back, wings, and tail brownish black : breast, 
belly, and vent dirty white, barred transversely 
with dusky, which is the colour of the chin: legs | 
black. Is found in Surinam. 
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RED-THROATED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus rubidicollis. ) 


zh niger versicolor, fronte uropygioque albis, corpore subtus coc- 
cineis, lateribus flavescentibus. 

Changeable black Woodpecker, with the forehead and rump 
white ; body beneath crimson, and sides yellowish. 

Picus rubidicollis. Veil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 03. 

Le Pic a gorge rougeatre. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 63. 
117. 


Ficurep by Monsieur Vieillot, in his splendid 
work on the North American birds, as a native of 
St. Domingo: it is eight inches and a half in 
length: head, neck, and upper parts of the body 
black, changing in certain positions of light to 
blue and green: forehead, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts white: the whole of the under parts of a 
most beautiful crimson, except the sides of the 
abdomen and neck, which are yellowish, the latter 
with a few black spots: legs and beak lead-colour : 
female grey and brown below, in other respects 
similar to the male. 
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CHILI WOODPECKER. 


(Picus lignarius. ) 


P. pileo coccineo, corpore albo cceruleoque vittato. 

Woodpecker with a scarlet crown, body banded with blue and 
white, 

Picus lignarius. Gel. Syst. Nat. 1. 424.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 

204. 2. 

Chili Woodpecker. Lath. Sup. IJ. 140. 1. 


Tus bird, which is an inhabitant of Chili, is not 
quite as large as a Blackbird; the crown has a 
red crest, and the body is banded with blue and 
white : bill very strong, and it is not only enabled 
by means of it to make holes in decayed trees, but 
likewise in sound ones, in which it makes its nest. 
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PILEATED. WOODPECKER. 


(Picus pileatus.) 


P. niger, crista rubra, hepa alisque maculis albis, gula 
lutescente. 

Black Woodpecker, with a fa crest, temples and wings with 
white spots; throat yellowish. 

Picus pileatus, Lin, Syst. Nat. 1. 173. 3.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 
425.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1.225. 4.—Vieil. Ois. de L? Amer. Sept. 
2. 58. 

Picus virginianus pileatus. Briss. 4. 29. 10. 

Pic noir a huppé rouge. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 48.—Vieil. 
Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 58..110. 

Pic noir huppé de la Louisiane. - Buff. Pl, Enl. 718. 1. 

Pileated Woodpecker.. Pen. Arc. Zool. 2. 157. —Lath. Gen. 
Syn, 2. 554. 3.—Lath. Sup. 105. _ 


Turs bird is in length fifteen inches: beak two 
inches long, and of a lead-colour; irides golden: 
top of the head crowned with long red feathers ; 
beneath which, over the eye, there is a streak of 
white, and below this is a broad black one, in 
which the eyes are placed: on each side of the 
jaw there is a stripe of red reaching the whole 
length of the mandible, and part of the way down 
the neck: cheeks, throat, front, and sides of the 
neck pale buff; having a band of black arising at 
the corners of the mouth, and passing through the 
middle down the sides of the neck: hind part of 
the neck, back, and rump black: belly, sides, 
thighs, breast, and under tail-coverts blackish: 
wings spotted with white, and a similar coloured 
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spot on the back: the two middle tail-feathers 
longest: legs and claws black: female differs in 
having the forehead brown, and wanting the red 
stripe on the lower mandible. ‘This species is 
subject to trifling variations in its markings, being 
sometimes found striated with white beneath. It 
is said to be very injurious to maize, not that it 
eats any part of the plant, but it settles on the ripe 
ears to pick off the insects that abound there: it 
is very common in many parts of North America, 
where it is called May May. 


RED-NECKED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus rubricollis.) 


P. fuscus, occipite cristato, corpore subtus testaceo, capite colloque 
coccinets. ° 

Brown Woodpecker, with the back part of the head crested, 
body beneath testaceous, head and neck crimson. 

Picus rubricollis, Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 426.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
226. 6. 

Le Pic 4 cou rouge. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 53. 

Grand Pic huppé 4 téte rouge de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 612. 

Red-necked Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 558. 5- 


Brax pale coloured : head and neck as far as the 
breast crimson : back, wings, and tail dark brown ; 
with a mixture of dirty white on the wings: the 
whole of the under part of a cream-colour: head 
erested behind: legs lead-colour: length about 
sixteen inches: it is sometimes found of a fulvous 
colour underneath, which may be the sexual dis- 
tinction. Inhabits Cayenne. 
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RED-BREASTED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus ruber.) 


P. niger, capite, collo, et pectore coccineis, macula alarum longi- 

 tudinali alba, abdomine medio flavescente-albo. 

Black Woodpecker, with the head, neck, and breast scarlet, a 
longitudinal white spot on the wings, and the middle of the 
abdomen yellowish white. 

Picus ruber. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 429.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 228. 
10. 

Red-breasted Woodpecker, Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 562. 9.—Lath. 
Sup. 106. 


Lenetu eight inches and a half: beak an inch 
long, and brown: back of the neck varied with 
dusky: head, neck, and breast crimson; with a 
buff-coloured line beginning at the nostril and 
ending beneath the eye: wings and back black: 
most of the lesser wing-coverts tipped with white, 
and the greater ones with the outer webs white, 
forming a parallel streak near the edges of the 
wing: scapulars with an obscure yellowish spot at 
the tip: quills black; the first with round white 
spots on the inner eb half way from the base ; 
the rest spotted on both webs with that colour: 
under wing-coverts varied with black and white: 
middle of the belly dirty yellowish white: sides 
the same, mixed with blackish : tail entirely black, 
except the middle feather, which has three white 
spots on one of the webs: legs black. Said to 
inhabit Cayenne. 
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YELLOW-BELLIED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus flaviventris. ) 


P. supra niger; capite, collo, pectoreque rubris ; alis maculis 
albis, ventre flavescente-olivaceo. p, 
Woodpecker above black ; with the head, neck, and breast red ; 

wings with white spots, and belly yellowish olive. 
Picus flaviventris, Viel. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 67. 
Pic a ventre jaune. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer, Sept. 2. 67. 


4 


TueE person who first noticed this bird was the 
celebrated Captain Cook, who procured it in Noot- 
ka Sound, on the north-west coast of America: the 
upper parts are black, the wings spotted with 
white: the head, neck, and breast are red: abdo- 
men yellowish olive, in which circumstance it 
principally differs from P. ruber; and from P. 
rubricollis in being much smaller, and not above 
half of the length. 
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STRIPED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, 


(Picus fasciatus. ) 


P, fusco-nigricans, vertice loris strigaque submasxillart coccineis, 
abdomine albo nigroque striato, rectricibus apice albis. 

Brownish-black Woodpecker, with the crown, lore, and a stripe 
beneath the jaw scarlet; abdomen striated with black and 
white; tail-feathers white at the tip. 

Picus striatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 430. 

Picus fasciatus. Lath, Ind. Orn. 1. 228. 12. 

Striped-bellied Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 563. 11. 


Tuts species, which is in the British Museum, 
is rather larger than P. minor, being eight inches 
in length: beak one inch, and yellowish: crown 
and nape crimson, as is a stripe beneath the jaw, 
and another from the beak to the eye; which last 
is bordered with white: back, wings, and tail 
black, the tips of the latter white: belly and sides 
of the head striated with black and white: legs 
black. | 
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GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus major.) 


P. albo nigroque varius, crisso occipite rubris. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white, vent and back of the 
head red. 

Picus major. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 176. 17.—Lin. Faun. Suec. 100. 
—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.436.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 1, 228. 13. 

Picus varius majore. Briss. 4. 34. 13. 

L’Epeiche, ou Pic varié. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 57.—Buff. 
Pl. Enl, 196. male. 595. female. 

Greater spotted Woodpecker. Pen. Brit. Zool. 1. 85.—Pen. 
Arct. Zool. 2. 162.—Lewin. Brit. Birds. 47.—Id. 8. 3. (ovum.) 
—Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 564. 12.—Lath. Sup. 107-—Montague. 
Brit. Birds. 2.—Mont. Sup. —Bewick. Brit. Birds. 118. 

B. albo nigroque varius, crisso pileoque rubris. 

Varied with black and white, vent and top of the head red. 

Picus medius. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.176. 18.—Lin. Faun. Suec. 
101.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 436.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 229. 14. 

Picus varius. Briss. 4.38. 14.%.2.f-1- | 

Pic varié a téte rouge. Buff: Pl. Enl. 611. - . 

Middle spotted Woodpecker. Pen. Brit. Zool..1.86. 37.—Pen. 
Arct. Zool: 2. 278. D.—Lewin. Brit. Birds. 48.—Lath. Gen. 
Syn, 2. 565. 13.—Lath. Hee 107. —Bewick. Brit. Birds. 1 
119.— Montague. Brit. Birds. 2 


Tue greater and middle spotted Woodpeckers 
of authors were formerly considered distinct from 
each other, but latterly, as we are informed in the 
supplement to the Ornithological Dictionary, they 
have been most satisfactorily proved the same, as 
a nest was taken with five young, which were 
found to be P. medius, just as they were about to 
leave it, and which were fed and attended to by P 


164 GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKER,. 


major; and from that circumstance we shall con- 
sider ourselves authorised to describe them as one 
species. 

This bird is in length nine inches: beak an inch 
and a quarter long, and dusky: irides reddish 
brown: forehead dirty white: crown black: hind 
head deep crimson: cheeks white, beneath which 
is a black line from the lower mandible to the 
back of the head, from the middle of which an- 
other line of the same colour runs down on each 
side, and almost meets at the upper part of the 
breast: back of the neck with a white spot on 
each side: back, rump, lesser wing and tail-co- 
yerts black: scapulars and some of the adjoining 
greater coverts white: quills black, with a few 
white spots on each web: throat and under parts 
dirty white: vent crimson: four middle tail-fea- 
thers black, the others more or less white towards 
the point, and marked with a few white spots: 
legs lead-colour : female wants the red on the hind 
head, in all other respects is similar to the male: 
young bird, (P. medius of authors,) differs in hav- 
ing the whole crown of the head red, the black 
marking about the head and neck not so long, 
the white on the cheeks dusky, and that on the 
breast inclining to brown: it is sometimes found 
with the head spotted with black. 

This bird is not uncommon in woods in England, 
France, and most other parts of Europe, and is like- 
wise found in Siberia and Astrakan. It is a very 
cunning bird ; for when a person has seen one on a 
tree, if he be not very attentive, and the tree should 
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be large, he is sure to lose sight of it, as the mo- 
_ ment it observes any one it creeps behind a branch 
till the danger is over. The female seems to be 
very careful of her eggs, which are five in number, 
very white, and mostly deposited in a hole in a 
decayed tree, without any appearance of a nest: 
she will suffer herself to be touched with the hand 
before she endeavours to escape. It is this spe- 
cies which generally makes that jarring noise so 
frequently heard in our woods. 
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LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus minor.) 


P. albo nigroque varius, vertice rubro, crisso testaceo. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white, crown of the head 
red, vent testaceous. 

Picus minor. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.176. 19.—Lin. Faun. Suec. 102. 
—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 437.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 229. 15. 

Picus varius minor. Briss. 4. 41. 15. 

Le petit Epeiche. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 62. eoRay Pl. Enl. 
598. 1. male. 2. female. 

Lesser spotted Woodpecker. Pen. Brit. Zool. 1. 87. 37.—Pen. 
Arct. Zool. 2. 278. E.—Lewin. Brit. Birds. 49.—Don. Brit. 
Birds. 2. 36.—Bewick. Brit. Birds. 1. 120.— Montague. Brit. 
Birds, 2.—Mont. Sup,—Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 566. 14.—Lath. 
Syn. Sup. 108.—Lath. Syn. Sup. IT, 140. 

B. albo nigroque varius, vertice nucha cerviceque nigro-griseis, 
corpore subtus flavescente nigro-maculato. 

Varied with black and white, with the crown, top, and sides of 
the neck blackish grey ; body beneath yellowish spotted with 
black. 

Petit pic d’Antigue. Sonner. Voy. 118. 77. 


Tuis small species is in length only five inches 
and a half: beak lead-coloured:: irides red: cheeks 
and sides of the neck white, bounded by black 
above and below: crown crimson, bounded on 
each side with black, which, joining behind, runs 
down in a peak on the back of the neck: forehead 
dirty white: breast and belly the same: upper 
parts of the body black barred with white : scapu- 
lars and quills spotted with black and white : lesser 
wing-coverts entirely black: four middle tail-fea- 
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natural size. 
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thers black; the rest more or less tipped with 
white, and spotted with black: legs lead-colour : 
female with that part of the head white which in 
the male is red: both sexes without the red vent 
of the last species. 

Sonnerat describes a bird taken by him in the 
isle of Panay, with the beak black; the crown of 
the head and hind part of the neck greyish black : 
with a stripe of white beginning above the eye, 
and descending about two-thirds of the way down 
the neck ; below which from the eye to the shoulder 
there is another of black: upper part of the body 
black and white: under parts pale yellow spotted 
with black: tail above black, beneath barred with 
dirty white, and yellowish: legs blackish. 

This bird is pretty generally diffused over most 
parts of the continents of Europe and Asia. Sa- 
lerne denies its being found in France, but Buffon 
assures us it is found in most of the provinces 
there; in England it is rather scarce. It builds 
in rotten trees, and often disputes possession with 
‘the Colemouse, which generally yields to the su- 
perior strength of its adversary: it lays about five 
white eggs, which weigh about thirty-three grains, 
and are placed on the rotten wood without any 
nest. In the winter it approaches orchards for the 
sake of food, as it finds various insects on the 
trunks of the trees. It is known by the names of 
Hickwall and Crankbird. 
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SPOTTED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus varius.) 


P. albo nigroque varius, vertice rubro, crisso albo, fusco fasciato. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white; top of the head red ; 
vent white, barred with fuscous. 

Picus varius. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 176.20.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 
438.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1.232. 21.—Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 

- 9, 63. ; | 

Le pic varié de la Caroline. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.77.—Buf. 
Pl. Enl. 785. 

Le Pic macule. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer, Sept. 2. 63. 118. 

Yellow-bellied Woodpecker. Pen. Arct, Zool. 2. 166.—Lath, 
Gen, Syn. 2. 574. 20.—Lath, Sup. 109. 


In length near eight inches: beak one inch, 
and lead-coloured: crown red, bordered with — 
black: hind parts of the head pale yellow, reach- 
ing forwards, and forming a band of that colour 
over the eyes: from the base of the beak to the 
back of the head runs a black line, which passes 
through the eyes; beneath which is another one 
of pale yellow, beginning at the nostrils and ending 
on the sides of the neck; there is also a fourth 
band, which commences at the base of the under 
mandible, and bends towards the fore-part of the 
neck, where it blends with the black on that part : 
throat red: fore-part of the neck and breast black 
bordered with yellow: sides, thighs, and under 
tail-coverts white, barred transversely with brown : 
abdomen light yellow varied with black: body 
above variegated with black and white: two mid- 
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dle tail-feathers black, spotted with white: two 
next on each side black, and the outer ones black, 
spotted on the inner webs with white at the tip: 
legs blackish: claws the same: female without 
the red on the head; and the yellow markings on 
that part and the neck of the male are white in 
her. The young bird has the feathers of the 
head of a yellowish grey, bordered with darker 
colour: the rump varied with black and white; 
the wings less spotted at the tips, and the abdomen 
yellowish. Inhabits the same places as P. pubes- 
cens, and is equally destructive to orchards: it is 
called at Hudson’s Bay by the name of Mekisewe 
Paupastaow. 7 
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LITTLE WOODPECKER. 


(Picus pubescens.) 


P. albo nigroque varius, subtus griseo albus, rectrice extima nigra 
maculis quatuor albis. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white, beneath greyish 
white ; outer tail-feather black, with four white spots. 

Picus pubescens. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 175. 15.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 
1. 435.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1, 232. 20.—Vieil. Ois, de L’ Amer. 

_ Sept. 2. 65. 

Picus varius virginianus minor. Briss. 4. 50. 18. 

Petit Pic varié de Virginie. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois, 7. 76. 

Le Pic minule. Veil. Ois, de LE’ Amer. Sept. 2. 65. 121. 

Downy Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 163. 

Little Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 573. 19.—Lath. Sup. 
100. 


Tuts most destructive and minute species of 
Woodpecker is very similar in appearance to P. 
villosus, and might be easily mistaken for that 
bird were it not much less, being only five inches 
and a half in length: beak three quarters of an 
inch long, and horn-coloured: top of the head 
black; above the eye on each side is a white line: 
hind parts of the head red : upper parts of the body 
black; with a similar line of white to that of the 
last passing down the back: greater wing-coverts 
and quills spotted with white: under parts of the 
body pale grey: tail black; the four middle fea- 
thers plain ; the rest barred with white and black : 
legs and claws black: female has the back of the 
head white instead of red. 
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This species inhabits Virginia, Carolina, and 
New Jersey, where it is reckoned extremely dan- 
gerous to orchards, as when it has pecked one hole 
in a tree it makes another in a horizontal direction 
close to the first, till it has made a complete circle 
round the tree, which generally kills it. 


HAIRY WOODPECKER. 


(Picus villosus. ) 


P. albo nigroque varius, subtus albus, dorso longitudinaliter sub- 
willoso, rectricibus eatimis toto albis. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white; beneath white ; back 
downy ; outer tail-feathers entirely white. 

Picus villosus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.175. 16.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 
435.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1. 232.19.—Vieil, Ois. de L’Amer. Sept. 
2. 64. 

Picus varius virginianus. Briss, 4. 48. 17. 

Pic chevelu de Virginie. Buff. Hist, Nat. Ois.7.74- 

Pic au chevelu. Viezl. Ois. de L’ Amer, Sept. 2. 64. 120. 

Pic varié male de Virginie. Buff. Pl. Enl, 754. 

Hairy Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 164.—Lewin. Br. Birds, 
2. 50.— Lath. Gen, Syn. 2. 572, 18.—Lath. Sup. 108. 


Tus species is rather less than the large spotted 
Woodpecker, and is about eight inches and three 
quarters in length: beak an inch and a quarter long, 
and horn-coloured: head black; with two white 
streaks on each side, one over the eye, the other 
along the under jaw, and both arising from the 
base of the bill: across the back of the head is a 
red band: upper parts of the body black, divided 
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with a list of white hair like feathers down the 
middle: wings spotted with white: under parts 
of the body entirely white: four middle tail-fea- 
thers black; the rest on each side marked ob- 
liquely with white at the tip; the last but one 
white, with a black base ; outer one wholly white: 
legs and claws grey brown: female without the 
red on the head. 

Inhabits Carolina, Virginia, Canada, and like- 
wise the north of England, where it is not very 
uncommon. Dr. Latham mentions having seen a 
pair in the collection of the Duchess of Portland, 
which were shot near Halifax in Yorkshire, and 
which agreed in every respect with the American 
ones : is also very common at Hudson’s Bay, where 
it is called Paupastaow. It is said to be very 
destructive to apple-trees by pecking holes in 
them. 
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CANADA SPOTTED WOODPECKER,. 
(Picus Canadensis. ) 

P, albo nigroque varius, corpore subtus dorsoque medio albo, nucha 
Sulova, rectricibus duabus intermediis nigris immaculatis, duabus 
extimis albis bast nigris. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white; body beneath and 
middle of the back white ; top of the neck fulvous; the two 
middle tail-feathers black and immaculate; two outer ones 
white, black at the base. 

Picus Canadensis. Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 230. 17.—Gmel, Syst. 
Nat. 1. 437. : 

Picus varius Canadensis. Briss. 4. 45. 16. t. 2. f. 2. 

L’Epeiche du Canada, Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 69.—Buff. Pl, 
Enl. 345.1. 

Canada Spotted Woodpecker. Pen. Arct, Zool. 2. 163.—Lath, 
Ind. Orn, 2. 569. 16. 


Asour the size of a Blackbird: length nine 
inches: beak horn-coloured, one inch and a quar- 
ter in length: head black: forehead dirty white: 
on each side is a broad white band passing above 
the eyes, and joining another orange-coloured one 
on the back of the head: there is a white mark 
beneath the eyes, which gets broader as it proceeds 
downwards on the sides of the neck: upper parts 
of the body black, varied with white in the middle 
of the back: under parts whitish: wing-coverts 
and quills spotted with white: two middle tail- 
feathers black: the next with a dirty white spot 
near the tip; the three outer ones obliquely tipped 
with white; the two outmost ones entirely white, 
except the base: legs grey-brown: female without 
the orange spot on the back of the head. Inhabits 
Canada. 
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NORTHERN WOODPECKER. 


(Picus borealis.) 


P, supra niger, subtus albus ; occipite rufo, pone oculis macula 
alba. 

Woodpecker above black, below white; hind head red, with a 
white spot behind the eyes. 

Picus borealis. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 66. 

Le Pic boreal. Vieil. Ois. de L' Amer. Sept. 2. 66. 122. 


Turs bird is found in the north of the United 
States of America, and is about seven inches in 
length: beak and feet black: irides red: the 
whole of the upper parts of the body, with the 
upper tail-coverts and quills black, spotted with 
dusky; the wing-coverts likewise black, and 
spotted with white: the four exterior tail-feathers 
white varied with black; the rest entirely of the 
latter colour: hind head with a narrow red band, 
and a large white spot reaching from thence to 
the eyes, below which is a black line which ex- 
tends to the under mandible: the feathers at the 
base of the beak, throat, front of the neck, breast, 
and abdomen whitish, the latter spotted with 
black: it has a great affinity to the Canada Spotted 
Woodpecker. 
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VARIED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus tricolor.) 


P. niger, striis transversis albis, pectore abdomineque rubris. 

Black Woodpecker, with transverse white striae; breast and 
abdomen red. 

Picus tricolor. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 437.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 
230. 16, 

Picus varius mexicanus major. Briss. 4.57. 21. 

Picus varius mexicanus minor. Briss, 4. 59. 22. 

L’Epeiche du mexique. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 70. 

Varied Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 568. 15. 


Lenetu of this species about nine inches : beak 
one inch, and white: head, upper part of the neck, 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts and quills of a most 
beautiful black, varied with white: body beneath 
white; reddish on the breast and abdomen: a 
whitish line above the eye: wings reaching nearly 
to the middle of the tail, which is black, and about 
four inches in length. Said to inhabit the colder 
parts of Mexico. 
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CARDINAL WOODPECKER. 


(Picus Cardinalis.) 


P. albo nigroque varius, subtus albus maculis oblongis ngris, 
lateribus colli vitta utringue alba, vertice nuchaque rubris. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white; beneath white with 
oblong black. spots ; both sides of the neck with a white stripe ; 
crown and top of the neck red. 

Picus Cardinalis. Gel. Syst. Nat. 1. 438,—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
233. 23. 

Pic Cardinal de Lugon. Son. Voy. 72.35. 

Le grand Pic varié de Lugon. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ots.7. 67. 

Cardinal Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 576. 22. 


_ Leneru about thirteen inches: beak blackish : 
crown and hind part of the head bright red; a 
white stripe reaching from the eyes to the wings: 
throat, breast, and belly white, marked with longi- 
tudinal black spots: sides and back of the neck 
with the back and wing-coverts black, the feathers 
fringed with white: quills and tail black, with 
yellow shafts; primary quills spotted with yellow 
on the edges, secondaries transversely barred with 
white: tail spotted: legs blackish. Inhabits the 
Island of Luzonia: described by Sonnerat. 
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MAHRATTA WOODPECKER. 


(Picus Mahrattensis. ) 


P. niger albo varius, subtus fuscus maculatus, uropygiv albo, ab- 
domine medio rubro. 

Black Woodpecker varied with white, beneath spotted with 
brown; rump white; abdomen red in the middle. 

Picus Mahrattensis. Lath. Syn. Sup. IT, XXXI. 3. 

Mahratta Woodpecker. Lath, Syn. Sup. Il, 142.7. 


Tus bird, which is preserved in the British 
Museum, is rather larger than P. minor: the head 
is yellow brown: white on each side the nape: 
upper parts of the body black, spotted with white : 
the chin and all the under parts pale brown, with 
darker streaks down the middle of each feather : 
middle of the belly red: rump white: quills and 
tail black, spotted with white: the outer tail-fea- 
ther with three white spots: said to have been 
brought from the Mahratta country in India. 
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BROWN WOODPECKER. 


(Picus moluccensis.) 


P. fusco-nigricans albo undatus, subtus albidus fusco sagittatus, 
crisso albo, remigtbus rectricibusque albo maculatis. 

Blackish-brown Woodpecker, waved with white; beneath whitish, 
sprinkled with brown; vent white; quills and tail-feathers 
spotted with white. 

Picus moluccensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 439.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 233. 25. 

Petit Epeiche brun des Moluques. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 68. 

Petit Pic des Moluques. Buff. Pl. Enl. 748. 2. 

Brown Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 577. 24.—Lath. Sup. 
109. 


Lenetu five inches: beak pale: sides of the 
head white; crown and a spot beneath the eye 
brown: upper parts of the body brownish black, 
undulated with white: beneath whitish, sprinkled 
with brown : quills spotted with white : vent white: 
tail-feathers brown, with three white spots on both 
webs: legs blueish. Inhabits the Molucca Islands 
and India. 
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CRIMSON-RUMPED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus Goertan.) 


P. supra griseo fuscus, subtus griseo-flavicans, vertice uropygioque 
coccineis. 

Woodpecker above of a grey brown; beneath greyish yellow ; 
crown and rump crimson. 

Picus Goertan. Gel, Syst. Nat. 1. 434.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
236. 32. 

Pic Goertan du Senegal. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 725.—Buf. Pl. 
Enl, 320. 

Crimson-rumped Woodpecker. Lath, Gen. Syn. 2. 583. 29. 


Tuts species, which is known at Senegal by the 
name Goértan, is much smaller than P. viridis : 
the beak is lead-coloured: the crown crimson: 
upper parts of the body grey brown with a green 
tinge, spotted on the wings with dirty white: 
under parts dirty yellow: rump red: legs lead- 
coloured. 
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NUBIAN WOODPECKER.. 


(Picus nubicus.): 


P. fusco albo rufoque undato-maculatus, vertice nigro albo punce 
tato, occipite cristato rubro, collo pectoreque albidis nigro 
guttates. 

Spotted Woodpecker waved with brown, white, and rufous; 
crown black, spotted with white ; hind head with a red crest 5 
neck and breast whitish, with black tear-shaped spots. 

Picus nubicus. Gmel. Syst. Nat..1. 439.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
233, 24. 

Epeiche de Nubie ondé et terhene: Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois, 7. 
66.— Buff: Pl. Enl. 667. 

Nubian Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 576. 23. 


Tur Nubian Woodpecker is in length seven 
inches and a half: beak black : irides pale brown: 
crown black, spotted with white: back of the 
head crimson, slightly crested: forehead brown- 
ish: from that to the eye, with the chin, whitish: 
the rest of the neck and breast the same, marked 
with tear-shaped black spots: the upper parts of 
the body beautifully variegated with brown, ru- 
fous, and white: thighs and vent whitish: tail 
barred with rufous and brown: legs blue. In- 
habits the deserts of Nubia. 
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GREY WOODPECKER. 


'(Picus griseus. ) 


P. pileo rubescente, gula genisque rubro variis ; rectricibus duabus 
intermediis et extimis albo nigroque variis, reliquis nigris. 

Woodpecker with a reddish crown; throat and cheeks varied 
with red; the two middle tail-feathers and the most out- 
ward one varied with black and white, the rest black. 

Picus griseus. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 62. 

Picus Carolinus, y. Lath, Ind. Orn, 1. 231. 18. 

L’Epeiche raye de la Louisiane. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 73.— 
Buff. Pl. Enl. 692. female. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 
62. 116. 

Carolina Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 571. 17. B. 


Invapits Louisiana, and is about the size of 
the Greater spotted Woodpecker : beak blackish: 
upper part of the head dull red; with a slight 
trace of that colour on the throat, and beneath 
the eyes: prevailing colour black above, with 
white stripes; and greyish white beneath: the 
two middle and two outer tail-feathers black 
and white mixed; the rest dull black: female 
with a grey forehead, and the back of the neck 
yellow. 
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CAROLINA WOODPECKER. 


(Picus carolinus. ) 


P. pileo nuchaque rubris, dorso fasciis nigris, rectricibus medits 
nigro punctatts. 

Woodpecker with the top of the head and upper part of the 
neck red; back with black bands; middle tail-feathers spotted 
with black. 

Picus carolinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 174, 10.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 431.—Lath. Ind. Orn. \. 231. 18. 

Picus varius jamaicensis. Briss. 4. 59. 23. 

Pic varié de la Jamaique. Buff: Hist. Nat. Ois, 7. 72.—Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 597. female. 

Carolina Woodpecker. Pen, Arct. Zool. 2. 161.—Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 2. 570. 17. 


Larcer than P. major: beak black, an inch and 
a half in length: irides hazel: the crown of the 
head and upper part of the neck behind bright 
red: cheeks yellowish white: throat and fore- 
part of the neck dirty olive, which as it approaches 
the abdomen becomes red: lower part of the belly 
and thighs marked with transverse brown lines: 
-apper parts of the body black, with narrow trans- 
verse whitish lines: tail black; the exterior fea- 
ther dotted with white on the outer edge: legs 
and claws black: female has that part of the head 
rufous white which in the male is red. This bird 
appears to vary in a few particulars, as in some 
specimens the forehead and cheeks, in both sexes, 
have been pale buff; the belly, instead of being 
red, had only a pale yellowish-brown tinge; and 
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the two middle tail-feathers barred with white on 
each web, the next only on the outer, and the 
outmost dotted with white the whole length of the 
exterior margin. ‘This bird is said to feed on 
the capsicum when there is a deficiency of insect 
food, and to be very common in the woods of 
Carolina and Jamaica. 
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GREEN WOODPECKER. 
( Picus viridis. ) 


P. viridis, vertice coccineo. 

Green Woodpecker, with a scarlet crown. 

Picus viridis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 175. 12.—Lin. Faun. Suec. 99. 

— Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1..433.—Briss. 4. 9. 1.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
234. 27. 

Pic verd. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 7. 1.—Buff: Pl. Enl. 371. 
male. 879. female. 

Green Woodpecker. Pen. Brit. Zool. 1. 84.—Pen. Arct. Zool. 
2.277. B. Albin. 1. 18.—Phil. Trans. 29. 350. 1.—Lewin. 
Brit. Birds. 2. 51.8. 54. (ovum.)—Mont. Brit. Birds. 2.— 
Bewick. Brit. Birds. 1. 116.—Don. Brit. Burds. 2.—Lath. 
Gen. Syn. 2. 577. 15.—Lath, Sup. 110. 


Tur Green Woodpecker is in length thirteen 
inches: beak two inches, dusky, and triangular: 
irides white, with two circles, the inner one red- 
dish: crown of the head crimson; the feathers 
tipped with ash-colour: eyes surrounded with 
plack ; beneath which, in the male is a crimson 
spot bordered with black, in the female wholly 
black: neck, back, lesser wing-coverts and sca- 
pulars, green: rump pale yellow: quills dusky, 
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spotted: with whitish; beneath greenish white; _ 
lesser coverts deeply bordered with green: under 
parts of the body pale yellow green: tail barred 
with dusky and green, all but the outer feathers 
tipped with black: legs ash-coloured: claws much 
hooked: young bird with a slight appearance of 
crimson on its head. ‘This bird is sometimes 
found entirely of a pale straw-colour, except the 
crown, which is faintly marked with red. 

This species is not uncommon in the woody 
parts of England, and also most parts of Europe: 
its food consists entirely of insects, which it pro- 
cures out of rotten trees: it is very fond of ants, 
and may be often seen on the ground attacking 
the nests of that insect; and as the ants commonly 
reside a few inches below the surface, the bird is 
obliged to make a breach in the nest with its beak 
and feet, to force them out, when it makes a 
hearty meal, using its tongue in the manner of the 
Wryneck: it also commits great ravages amongst 
bees in the winter. 

This bird generally fixes its residence about 
twenty feet from the ground, preferring the aspin 
to any other tree, which the male and female al- 
ternately bore till they have made a hole of great 
depth to secure their eggs, which are four or five 
in number, white, and placed on the rotten wood 
without any nest. The holes they make in the 
trees are as perfect circles as if they were made 
with a pair of compasses. It is very curious to 
observe them try all parts of a dead branch until 
they find the most sonorous, when the strokes are 
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BENGAL WOODPECKER. 


BENGAL WOODPECKER. 1835 


reiterated with such velocity, that the head scarcely 
seems to move, and the sound may be heard 
distinctly for half a mile. It is called in different 
parts of England by the various names of Wood- 
spite, Rainfowl*, Highhoe, Hewhole, Awl-bird, 
Peck-a-tree, Yappingale, Yaffler, Woodwall, and 
Poppinjay ; and has a very harsh note. 


BENGAL WOODPECKER. 


- (Picus bengalensis.) 


P. viridis, crista rubra, nucha nigra, fronte et jugulo albo ni- 
grogue vario, corpore subtus albo. 

Green Woodpecker, with a red crest ; top of the neck black ; 
forehead and jugulum varied with black and white ; body be- 
neath white. 

Picus: bengalensis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 175. 13.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 433.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 235. 29.—Briss. 4. 14. 2. 
Le Pic verd de Bengale. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois.7.23.—Buff. Pl. 

Enl. 695. 

Bengal Woodpecker. Albin, 3. 22.—Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 580. 
26. 

Spotted Indian Woodpecker. Edw. 182, 


A most beautiful species, and native of Bengal 
and Ceylon: is in length about eight inches and 
a half: the beak one inch and a half, and black- 
ish: crown black, spotted with white: back of the 
head with a long crimson crest: sides of the head 
beneath the eye white, from whence a white line 


* It has the name of Rain-fowl, from the notion that it makes 
most noise before rain. 
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passes down the neck; the hind part of which is 
black, and the fore-part, and throat, black and 
white mixed: breast, upper part of the belly, and 
sides, white; the feathers margined with brown: 
lower part of the belly, thighs, and vent, white: 
upper part of the back yellow; lower dull green: 
under and upper lesser wing-coverts deep brown, 
spotted with white; the rest of the wing green, 
spotted with lighter green: quills black, striated 
with white: tail greenish black: legs and claws 
blackish. 

This bird is subject to a slight variation, being 
sometimes found with the white spots on the head 
more numerous; and having that part of the back 
black, which in the former is yellowish, and the 
middle, with the upper and under lesser wing- 
coverts of a fine red: throat, breast, and greater 
quills brown, the latter spotted with white: tail 
brown: most probably the opposite sex. 
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GOA WOODPECKER. 
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GOA WOODPECKER. 


(Picus goensis.) 


P. viridis subcristatus, pileo coccineo, corpore subtus albido nigro 
undato, temporibus vitta alba, lateribus colli striga nigra. 

Green Woodpecker, slightly crested; top of the head crimson; 
body beneath white, waved with black; temples with a white 
stripe, sides of the neck with a black one. 

Picus goensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.484.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 1. 
235. 28. - | | 

Pic vert de Goa. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 22.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 
606. | 

Goa Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 582. 27- 


Tus bird, which is described by Buffon, is 
rather less than P. viridis, to which it has a great 
affinity: beak black: back of the head crested, and 
with the crown crimson: there is a white stripe 
bordering the crimson on the sides of the head, 
which gets wider as it passes onwards to the neck: 
from the eye there is also a band of the same 
colour, which passing downwards in a zigzag 
manner, reaches over the wings, the lesser coverts 
of which are black; and the other part of the 
wings is a bright yellow, ending on the secondaries 
in a greenish yellow: primaries varied with black 
and white: body beneath whitish, the feathers 
edged with black: tail black: legs lead-colour. 
Inhabits Goa, and is very like P. bengalensis. 
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GREY-HEADED GREEN WOODPECKER. 
(Picus norvegicus. ) 


P. ceruleo-viridis, capite collo corporeque subtus cinereis, uro- 
pygto luteo, loris mystacibusque nigris. 

Blue-green Woodpecker, with the head, neck, and body be- 
neath ash-colour ; rump yellow. 

Picus norvegicus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 236. 33. 

Picus canus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 434. 

Picus viridis norvegicus. Briss. 4.18. 4. 

Grey-headed Green Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 277. 
Edw. Birds. 1. 65.—Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 585. 30. 


Tue grey-headed Green Woodpecker is said by 
Edwards to be about the size of P. viridis; and to 
have the beak of a dull ash-colour, with the base 
yellowish: head and hind part of the neck ash- 
colour: the forehead marked with four or five 
obscure red spots: from the corners of the mouth 
a black, whisker-like mark: throat whitish; from 
thence to the vent cinereous, with a mixture of 
green: back and scapulars blue green: wing- 
coverts yellowish green: quills dark brown with 
yellow spots: rump yellow: tail brown, barred 
with transverse dusky lines; its coverts dull green: 
legs and claws black. Inhabits Norway. 
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MANILLA GREEN WOODPECKER. 


(Picus manillensis.) 


P. sordide-viridis, vertice grisea maculato, tectricibus caude su- 
perioribus rubris, remigibus rectricibusque nigricantibus, 

Dull-green Woodpecker, with the crown grey spotted, upper 
tail-coverts red, quills and tail-feathers blackish. 

Picus manillensis. Gel. Syst. Nat. 1. 434.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1.236. 31.. 

Le Pic verd de l’isle de Lugon. Son. Voy. 73. 36. 

Manilla Green Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn, 2, 583. 28, 


Asout eleven inches in length: beak blackish : 
top of the head spotted with grey: prevailing co- 
lour of the body dirty green: quills and tail black: 
the upper coverts of the latter bright red: legs 
blackish : said by Sonnerat to inhabit Luzonia. 
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PHILIPPINE WOODPECKER. 


(Picus Philippinarum.) 


P, fusco-viridis cristatus, subtus albo nigroque maculatus, uropygio 
rubro, rectricibus maculis duabus albis. 

Brown-green crested Woodpecker, beneath spotted with black 
and white ; rump red; tail-feathers with two white spots. 

Picus Philippinarum. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 236. 30. 

Palalaca, ou Pic vert tacheté des Philippines. Buff: Hist. Nat. 
O18. 72k. | 

Pic verd des Philippines. Buff. Pl. Enl. 691. 

Bengal Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 1. 581. 26, B. 


Axzout eleven inches in length: beak black: 
irides red: head crested: the throat, fore-part of 
the neck, breast, and belly white; each feather 
margined with black : upper tail-coverts of a bright 
red: tail black brown, with a white spot on each 
web, forming a band of that colour when the tail 
is extended: rest of the body of a shining brown: 
legs black. 

Called Palalaca by the natives of Luzonia, of 
which place it is an inhabitant: it is said to make 
a great noise with its beak, so as to be heard above 
a quarter of a mile distance. , 


YELLOW-HEADED WOODPECKER. 
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YELLOW-HEADED 'WOODPECKER. 


(Picus icterocephalus. ) 


P. subcristatus olivaceo-fuscus, subtus albo maculatus, capite col- 
loque flavis, pileo rubro. 

Olive-brown Woodpecker, with a slight crest, sRinesth spotted 
with white ; head and neck yellow $ crown red. © 

Picus chlorocephalus, Gel. Syst. Nat. 1.432. 

Picus icterocephalus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 241. 49. 

Petit Pic 4 gorge jaune. | ‘Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois..7.37.—Buff. Pl. 
Enl, 784. fo ae a iy ce 

Yellow-headed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.595. 46. 


Lenotu about seven inches: beak lead-colour : 
head and neck yellow: top of the head crimson, 
the feathers lengthened into a crest: on the side 
of the head is a stripe of the same colour: prevail- 
ing colour olive brown: the under parts spotted 
with white, but more thickly so near the crest: 
legs lead-colour.” This bird is occasionally found 
with the chin’ and throat ‘spotted with pale red: 
the under parts from thence to the vent dusky 
white, striated with transverse irregular brownish 
streaks, This fine species’ is an inhabitant of 
Guiana and Cayenne. — 
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MALACCA WOODPECKER. 


(Picus malaccensis. ) 


P, cristatus, pileo humerisque coccineis, gula juguloque rufo flavis, 
corpore subtus albo nigroque fasciato, cauda nigra. 

Crested Woodpecker, with the crown and shoulders crimson ; 
the throat and jugulum reddish yellow; body beneath barred 
with black and white, and the tail black. 

Picus malaccensis. Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 2A1. 51. 

Le Pic de Malacca. Son. Voy. Ind. 2, 211. 

Malacca Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. Sup. 111. 


Descrisep by Sonnerat in his Voyage to India, 
who says it is a native of Malacca: it is less than 
P. viridis: beak black: irides red: crown dull 
crimson, and slightly crested: throat and fore- 
parts of the neck rufous yellow: breast, belly, and 
vent rufous white, striated with black bands: the 
back dirty reddish grey : lesser wing-coverts crim- 
son: quills dusky red on the outer, and brown 
with white spots on the inner webs: rump green- 
ish yellow, with black bands : tail black; the fea- 
thers very stiff, and the shafts prominent: legs 
black. | 
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ENCENADA WOODPECKER. 


(Picus variegatus.) 


P. capite subcristato, lateribus rubro notato, corpore supra trans 
versim subtus longitudinaliter fusco alboque vario, gents albis. 
Woodpecker with a slightly crested head, spotted on the sides 
with red; body above transversely, beneath longitudinally 
varied with fuscous and white; cheeks white. 

Picus variegatus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 233. 22. 

Picus bicolor. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 438. 

Pic varie de la Encenada. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.74.—Buff- 
Pl. Enl. 748. f. 1. mas, 

Encenada Woodpecker. Lath,Gen Syn. 2. 575. 21. 


Turs is one of the most beautiful of the Wood- 
pecker tribe, and is in length about six inches: 
beak lead-coloured: irides white: prevailing co- 
lours grey brown and white, irregularly blended 
together, mixed transversely on the upper part, 
and perpendicularly on the under: head. slightly 
crested, and varied with crimson on the sides, 
which are white, and incline to brown beneath 
the eye: quills brown, spotted with white: legs 
lead-coloured: female with the whole of the head 
brown, and without the crest. 
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RED-RUMPED WOODPECKER. 


( Picus capensis. ) 


P, griseus, collo pectore dorsoque fusco-olivaceis, cauda nigra, 
tectricibus uropygioque rubris. 

Grey Woodpecker, with the neck, breast, and back brown-olive ; 
tail black; the coverts of the tail and the rump red. 

Picus capensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 4830.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
237. 37. 

Pic a téte grise du Cap de Bonne Esperance. Buff. Hist. Nat. 
Ois. 7. 26.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 786. f. 2. 

Cape Woodpecker. Lath. Gen, Syn. 2. 586.34. 


Beak lead-colour : back, neck, and breast olive- 
brown ; the rest of the plumage deep grey, lightest 
on the head: quills dusky : rump and upper tail- 
coverts red: tail black: legs lead-coloured. The 
supposed opposite sex has the beak black: head, 
neck, and under parts pale grey: back and wings 
olive brown: crown, rump, and belly crimson: 
tail dusky: legs black. Is found at the Cape of 
Good Hope and Abyssinia, in which latter place 
it is called Wye-wa. 


ORANGE WOODPECKER. 


(Picus aurantius. ) 


P. supra aurantius, nucha uropygio rectricibusque nigris. 

Woodpecker above orange, with the hinder part of the neck, 
rump, and tail-feathers black. 

P, aurantius. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 174. 8.—Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 
430.—Lath, Ind. Orn, 1. 237.35. 

Picus capitis Bone Spei. Bris. 4. 78. 3.¢. 6.f- 1. 

Pic du Cap de Bonne Esperance. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 24. 

Orange Woodpecker. Lath, Gen. Syn. 2. 585. 32. 


Tus beautiful bird, which is a native of the 
Cape of Good Hope, is in length ten inches and a 
half: beak one inch and a half, and lead-coloured : 
crown and back of the head red; the feathers long 
and narrow: from the eye to the hind head on 
each side is a stripe of white, and another from 
the nostrils passing beneath the eye and down the 
sides of the neck; the hind part and sides of 
which are blackish: the cheeks, throat, and fore- 
part of the neck dirty grey, with the margins of 
each feather blackish: scapulars of a gilded green, 
with an orange tinge: upper part of the back of 
a fine golden orange; lower part with the rump 
and upper tail-coverts blackish : wing-coverts 
blackish brown; some of them with a dirty grey 
spot on the tips; and the greater ones nearest the 
body gilded olive, some of them spotted in a si- 
milar way, but those farthest from the body plain 
brown: quills dark brown; most of them spotted 


196 LESSER BLACK WOODPECKER. 


with dirty white: breast, belly, sides, thighs, and 
under tail-coverts dirty white, the feathers mar- 
gined with brown, except those of the tail-coverts, 
which are blackish ; there is also a transverse stripe 
of black on the latter: tail black: Jegs and claws 
pale lead-colour. 


LESSER BLACK WOODPECKER. 


(Picus hirundinaceus. ) 


P. niger, occipite cristato rubro, humeris albido punctatis, abdomine 
inferiore albo. — | 

Black Woodpecker, with the hinder part of the head crested 
and red; shoulders spotted with whitish; lower part of the 
abdomen white. 

Picus hirundinaceus. Lath. Syst. Nat. 1. 174. 5.—Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 426.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 227. 8. 

Picus flavipes. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 438. 

Le petit Pic noir de Cayenné. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 54.— 
Buff. Pl. Enl. 694. 2. 

Yellow-legged Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 167. 

Lesser Black Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 559. 7. 


Tuts variable species is in length about seven 
inches: beak an inch and a quarter, and brown: 
irides whitish: general colour black: hind head 
red: edges of the wings and lower part of the 
belly white: legs yellowish: claws black: one 
mentioned by Buffon differs in some respects from 
the above, having a white line above the eye, and 
towards the back of the head a few yellowish 
spots: down the middle of the head a dash of red: 
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belly and sides black and grey mixed: lower part 
of the back and rump as in the first variety; the 
whole of the rest black, with a blueish gloss: 
female wants the red and yellow on the head en- 
tirely: there is a variety also that has not the red 
spot on the head, but instead thereof has a circle 
of yellow. 

Dr, Latham mentions a still more curious va- 
riety, which is rather larger in size, having a red 
spot on the crown of the head, with a white mark 
on each side, in which the eye is placed: hind 
head golden: middle of the breast and sides dark 
crimson : vent barred with black and white: wings 
and tail black ; some of the secondary quills tipped 
with white at the very extremity: female has the 
head entirely black, except a narrow line of white 
over the eyes. Inhabits North America and 
Cayenne. 
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GOLD-BACKED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus senegalensis.) 


P. fronte genisque fuscis, pileo rubro, dorso remigibusque fulvo- 
aureis, corpore subtus griseo fusco alboque undulato, 
Woodpecker with the forehead and cheeks brown; crown red; 


back and quills fulvous gold; body beneath grey, waved with 
brown and white. 


P. senegalensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 430.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
237. 36. 

Le petit Pic du Senegal. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ovs. 7. 25.—Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 345. f. 2. 

Gold-backed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 586. 33. 


Tut Gold-backed Woodpecker is very little 
longer than a Sparrow: beak dusky: crown red: 
forehead and sides brown: quills and back of a 
golden fulvous yellow: the under parts of the 
body transversely waved with grey brown and dull 
white: coverts and rump greenish: the tail-fea- 
thers black, all except the two middle ones spotted 
with yellow: legs dusky. Is an inhabitant of 
Senegal. 
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RAYED WOODPECKER. 


( Picus striatus.) 


P. niger olivaceo striatus, subtus olivaceus, vertice occipite uropy* 
gioque rubris, collo subtus pectoreque griseo-fuscis. 
Black Woodpecker striated with olive, beneath olivaceous; 


crown, hind head, and rump red; lower part of the neck and 
breast brownish greys 


Picus striatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 427.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 
238. 390.—Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2.61. 

Picus dominicensis striatus. Briss. 4. 65. 25.t. 4.f. 1. 

Pic rayé de St. Domingue. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.27 — Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 281. 614.—Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 61. 114. 

Rayed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 587. 30. 


In length eight inches and three quarters : beak 
horn-coloured: crown and back of the head red: 
forehead, cheeks, and throat grey: upper parts of 
the body black, striated transversely with olive: 
fore-part of the neck, breast) and under wing- 
coverts grey brown: belly, sides, thighs, and under 
tail-coverts olive: quills blackish, spotted on the 
outer webs with yellow, and on the inner with 
whitish: tail black; the two outer feathers edged 
with grey ; beneath olive : legs and claws blackish : 
female rather less; the top of the head black: in 
other respects the plumage is similar to the male. 
Inhabits St. Domingo. 
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PASSERINE WOODPECKER. ~ 


(Picus passerinus.) 


P. olivaceo-flavicans, subtus fusco candicanteque Jasciatus, capite 
supra rubro. 

Yellowish-olive Woodpecker, beneath barred with brown and 
whitish ; upper part of the head red. 

Picus passerinus. Lin, Syst. Nat. 1.174. 6.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1.427.—Lath. Ind, Orn, 1, 238. 40.—Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. 
Sept. 2. 01. 

Picus dominicensis minor. Briss, 4. 75. 29. t. 4. f. 2. 

Petit Pic olive de St. Domingue. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois.7.29.— 
Viel. Ois. de L’ Amer, Sept. 2.61. 115. 

Passerine Woodpecker. Lath. Gen, Syn, 2. 588.37.—Lath, Syn. 
Sup. 110. 


Tuis bird is an inhabitant of the island of St. 
Domingo, and likewise of Cayenne, and is in 
length six inches: beak nearly an inch, and grey: 
upper part of the head in the male red; in the 
female brown; sides rufous grey: upper parts of 
the body yellowish olive; beneath transversely 
striated with whitish and brown: upper wing- 
coverts in general tipped with a yellowish white 
spot; the inner edges of the greater quills brown, 
dentated with whitish; the outer edges and the 
two first feathers plain: tail brown; the two middle 
feathers with two grey spots on each margin, out- 
wardly edged with olive; the two outer ones brown 
mixed with grey, the exterior one tipped with 
whitish: legs and claws grey. 
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YELLOW-CRESTED WOODPECKER. | 


(Picus flavescens. ) 


P. niger flavo-fasciatus, capite crista dependente, gula gents cer- 
wiceque flavis. 

Black Woodpecker fasciated with yellow; head with a long de- 
pendent crest, which, with the throat, cheeks, and top of the 
neck is yellow. ee 

Picus flavescens. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.427.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1. 
239. 42. 

Yellow-crested Woodpecker, Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 589. 39. 


Tur Yellow-crested Woodpecker is a native of 
Brasil, and is about the size of a Jackdaw: head 
with a very long pale yellow crest: throat, cheeks, 
and upper part of the neck, yellow: wings and 
back black, transversely striated with broad bars 
of light yellow: belly and tail black: thighs and 
lesser wing-coverts pale yellow : tail-coverts bright 
yellow: legs dark green. 
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YELLOW WOODPECKER. 


( Picus flavicans.) 


P. flavicans; occipite cristato, remigibus, fuscis, rectricibus nigris, 

Yellowish Woodpecker, with the hind head crested, quills 
brown, and the tail-feathers black. 

Picus flavicans, Lath. Ind. Orn. 1, 240. 44. 

Picus exalbidus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 428. 

Picus cayanensis albus. Briss. 4. 81. 31. 


Pic jaune de Cayenne, Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.32.—Buff. Pl. 
Enl, 500. 
Yellow Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 591. 41. 


Tern inches in length: beak above an inch, and 
yellowish white: head, neck, and body covered 
with dirty white, feathers: head crested: a red 
stripe on each side from the lower jaw to the ears : 
wing-coverts brown, with yellowish margins ; some 
of the greater ones rufous on the inner webs: quills 
brown: legs and claws grey: is subject to slight 
variety, being sometimes found of a light yellow 
colour instead of dirty white: tail black: female 
wants the red mark on the side of the head. 

This bird makes its nest in old trees that are 
rotten within, but sound without; it begins by 
perforating the sound part in a horizontal direc- 
tion, which having performed, it declines until the 
hole is about eighteen inches in depth: the male 
and female work together till the nest is finished, 
when the latter lays three nearly round white eggs, 
which are hatched in the beginning of April: it 
is very common at Cayenne, where it is called 
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Charpentier jaune. The note of this bird is a sin- 
gular kind of whistle six times repeated, but the © 
three last are more grave than the rest. 


GOLD*CRESTED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus melanochloros.) 


P. fulvo nigroque undato-maculatus; genis rubicundis, crista fulvo- 
aurea, rectricibus nigris. 

Woodpecker spotted and waved with fulvous and black ; cheeks 
reddish ; crest of a brownish gold; tail-feathers black. 

Picus melanochloros, Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1.427.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 
1. 239. 41. 

Picus varius americanus cristatus. Briss. 4, 34. 12. 

Le Grand Pic rayé de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 30.— 
Buff, Pl. Enl, 719. 

Gold-crested Woodpecker. Lath, Gen, Syn. 2. 589. 38. 


Apove a foot in length: beak dusky: head with 
a very long golden orange-coloured crest: cheeks 
reddish; between the base of the beak and the 
eyes is a purple spot; space round the eye white: 
prevailing colour of the body black and yellow, 
mixed in waves, strie, and spots: under parts 
spotted: tail black, the outer feathers yellow barred 
with black: legs dusky. Native of Cayenne. 
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CAYENNE WOODPECKER, 


(Picus cayanensis.) 


P. olivaceus nigro striatus, subtus flavicans, occipite rubro, vertice 
gulaque nigro, genis albidis. 

Olive Woodpecker striated with black, beneath yellowish ; hind 
head red; crown and throat black ; cheeks whitish. 

Picus cayanensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 428.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
230. 43. 

Picus striatus cayanensis. Briss. 4. 69. 27. 

Petit Pic rayé de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 31.—Buff. 
Pl, Enl, 613. 

Cayenne Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.590. 40.—Lath, Syn. 
Sup. 111. 


Very similar to Picus melanochloros, but not 
above half the size, being only seven inches and a 
half in length: the beak ten lines and a half, and 
blackish: crown of the head black; hind head 
red; sides whitish, with a crimson streak on each 
side of the under jaw in the male: throat black, 
minutely spotted with white: fore-part of the 
neck and breast dull yellowish olive, with a small 
black spot near the end of each feather, and some 
of them with red tips: belly and sides yellowish ; 
thighs and under tail-coverts the same, but spotted 
with black: hind part of the neck and back yel- 
lowish olive, but each feather of the lower part of 
the latter, with those of the rump and upper tail- 
coverts, is spotted with black near the tip: sca- 
pulars and wing-coverts dull olive, transversely 
barred with blackish: quills the same, with yellow 
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shafts, spotted on the outside with yellow, and 
within with white: tail black; the six middle fea- 
thers barred with dull olive on the outer web, 
but the two middle ones barred the same on the 
inner web; the two exterior ones with yellow 
shafts, and barred with black and rufous: legs 
grey: claws grey brown: found at Cayenne. ~ 


BLACK-BREASTED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus multicolor. ) 


P. cristatus rufus, capite gula cerviceque supremo fulvis, infimo 

jugulo pectore alarumque maculis nigris. 

Crested Woodpecker, with the head, throat, and upper part of 
the back of the neck fulvous ; the lower part, jugulum, breast, 
and spots on the wings black. 

Picus multicolor. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 429.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
240. AG. | . 

Pic A cravate noire. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 35.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 
863. 

Black-breasted Woodpecker. Lath. Gen, Syn. 2. 593. 43. 


Beak pale: head, throat, and hind part of the 
neck orange-yellow: with a black collar round the 
neck, extending in front over the breast: head 
crested: back and wings bright rufous, the latter 
with a few black spots: quills marked with black: 
belly and vent ferruginous buff: tail black at the 
tip, rufous with black spots at the base : legs lead- 
coloured. 

This species is very destructive to trees; it is 
found at Cayenne and Guiana: by the natives of 
the latter place it is called Toucoumart. 
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RED-CHEEKED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus undatus.) 


P, testaceus nigro undulatus, temporibus sanguineis. 

Testaceous Woodpecker undulated with black ; sides of the head 
bright red. 

Picus undatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.175. 10.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 
1. 432.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 241. 47. 

Red-cheeked Woodpecker. Edw. 332.—Lath. Gen. Syn.2. 594. 
44, 


Accorpinc to Edwards, this bird is in length 
about nine inches: beak brownish: from the an- 
gles of the mouth, passing beneath the eyes, is a 
broad plat of red feathers: the whole bird is of a 
dun colour, or orange inclining to olive, marked 
with dusky bars: legs dusky. Found at the same 
places as the last. | 
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RUFOUS WOODPECKER. 


_ (Picus rufus. ) 


P. rufus nigro undulatus, alis cauda corporeque subtus satura- 
tioribus. 


Rufous Woodpecker undulated with black, with the wings, tail, 
and body beneath darkest. 


Picus rufus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 432.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
241. 48. 


Pic roux. Buff: Hist, Nat. Ois.7. 36.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 694. 1. 
Rufous Woodpecker, Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 594. 

B. pectore nigro, sub oculis macula magna coccinea, 

With the breast black, and a large crimson spot beneath the eyes. 
Picus rufus 8. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 241. 48. 

Rufous Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. Sup. 111. 8B. 


Tuts bird is very similar to the preceding, and 
may eventually prove to be merely a variety: it 
is entirely of a rufous colour; darkest on the 
breast and belly, rather lighter on the wings and 
tail, and lightest on the back.and rump: the whole 
body is waved with black streaks: beak pale: male 
with a crimson streak on each side the jaw: legs 
lead-coloured. 

Dr. Latham mentions a variety which appears 
to connect this and the foregoing species together, 
as it is of an intermediate size between the two ; 
the principal difference appears to be in the bars 
on the breast being so very broad as to give it the 
appearance at first sight of being black; it has 
likewise a very large patch of crimson beneath 
the eyes: this and the preceding variety occur in 
Cayenne and Guiana. 
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GORGET WOODPECKER. 


(Picus pectoralis. ) 


P. rufus nigro undulatus, abdomine rufescente nigro maculato, 
fascia pectoralt nigra. 

Red Woodpecker waved with black; abdomen reddish with 
black spots; with a black band on the breast. 

Picus pectoralis. Lath. Syn. Sup. II, XXXII. 4. 

Gorget Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. Add. 372. 


Tue Gorget Woodpecker is in length about nine 
inches: beak pale horn-colour: head, neck, and 
upper parts chesnut, getting paler towards the 
rump, which with the vent is nearly white, with 
black spots: back and wings marked with nu- 
merous curved transverse black crescents; with 
one very large across the breast, from whence to 
the vent the colour is pale dusky rufous, spotted 
with black : tail-feathers black: is very like Pzcus 
rufus. | 
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FERRUGINOUS WOODPECKER. 


(Picus cinnamomeus.) 


P. ferruginéo-cinnamomeus, maculis sparsis flavicantibus, capitis 
crista dorsoque infimo flavis, cauda nigra, thie Yan 

Woodpecker of a ferruginous cinnamon colour, sprinkled with 
yellowish spots, with the crest of the head, and the lower part 
of the back, yellow ; tail black. 

Picus cinnamomeus. Gmmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 428.—Lath, Ind, Orn, 
1. 240. 45.—Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 59. 

Le Pic mordoré. Buff.. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 34.—Vieil. Ors, de 
L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 59. 111. 

Pic jaune tacheté de Cayenne. Buff, Pl. Enl, 524. male, 

Ferruginous Woodpecker, Pen. Arct. Zool, 2, 159.—Lath, Gen. 
Syn. 2. 592.42, 


Tuts most beautiful bird is about eleven inches 
in length: beak black: head with a dark yellowish 
cream-coloured crest: throat with a large crim- 
son spot on each side: upper parts of the body of 
a reddish cinnamon colour, sprinkled with a few 
yellowish-white spots : lower part of the back yel- 
lowish ash-colour: tail and legs black: female 
without the crimson spot on the side of the throat. 
Found in various parts of America, particularly in 
Guiana and Cayenne. 
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RED-WINGED WOODPECKER. 


(Picus miniatus.) 


P. obscure ruber, capite cristato, jugulo roseo, abdomine albo, rée- 
migibus nigris albo.maculatis, rectricibus cyaneis. 

Dull red Woodpecker, with a crested head; jugulum rose-co- 
loured; abdomen white ; quills black, with white spots; tail- 
feathers blue. 

Picus miniatus. Gmel, Syst. Nat, 1. 432.—Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 
241. 50. 

Red-winged Woodpecker. Lath. Gen, Syn. 2. 595. 27. 


Turis curious bird is nine inches in length: beak 
dusky blue: head crested, and of a dull red co- 
lour: hind part of the neck, back, and wing- 
coverts, red: quills black, marked with large 
white spots: chin with a yellow spot: fore-part 
of the neck rose-colour: belly white: tail dark 
blue; its coverts green: legs dusky. ‘Taken on 
the heights of Java, and called by the Malayans, 
Tockar. 
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MINUTE WOODPECKER . 


MINUTE WOODPECKER. 


-(Picus minutus.) 


P, griseo-rufis, subtus albidus fusco undulatus, vertice rubro, oc- 
cipite nigro, lateribus capitis albo maculatis. 

Reddish-grey Woodpecker, beneath white, with brown waves ; 
crown red; hind head pees the sides of ie head spotted with 
white. 

Picus minutus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 943. 55. 

Picus cayanensis minor. Briss, 4, 83. 32. 

Yunx minutissimus, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.423. 

Le trés-petit Pic de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 37.— 
Buff. Pl. Enl. 786. 1. 

Minute Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 596. 48. 


Tuts species is the smallest of the genus, being 
only three inches and a half in length: beak 
black: crown of the head red.: back of the head 
black, spotted with white : sides of the head brown, 
likewise spotted with white: the upper parts of 
the body dirty greyish rufous: under parts grey- 
ish white: the feathers margined with brown: 
quills and tail brown, with paler edges: legs 
brown: female is said to want the red crown. 
Native of Cayenne. 
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BANK WOODPECKER. 
(Picus Pitius. ) 


P. fuscus, albo guttatus, cauda brevt. 

Brown Woodpecker with white spots and short tail. 

Picus pitius. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 432.—Lath. Ind, Orn, 1, 
234, 26. | 
Bank Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 141.3. 


Tue plumage of the Bank Woodpecker is en- 
tirely brown, spotted with white, and the bird is 
about the size of a Pigeon: it is an inhabitant of 
Chili; it does not make its nest in the hollows of 
trees, like the rest of the genus, but in holes on 
the elevated banks of rivers: it lays four eggs: 
and it is much esteemed as food by the natives : 
its tail is very short. 
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GOLD-WINGED WOODPECKER. 


( Picus auratus, ) 


P. griseo nigrogue transversim striatus, lateribus gule. pectoreque 
medio nigris, nucha rubra, uropygio albo, 

Woodpecker transversely striated with black and grey; the sides 
of the throat and the middle of the breast black ; hind part of 
the head red; rump white. ; 

Picus auratus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 174. 9.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 
430.—Lath. Ind, Orn. 1. 242. 52. Phil. Trans. 62.387. 

Picus Canadensis striatus. Briss. 4. 72. 28. Vieil. Ois. de 
TL? Amer. Sept. 2. 66. ; 7 

Le Pic aux ailes dorées. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois.7. 39. 

Pic raye du Canada. Buff. Pl. Enl. 693. 

Le Pic doré, Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 66. 123, 

Gold-winged Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 158.—Lath. Gen. 
Syn, 2. Bile 49.—Lath, Syn. Sup. 111. 


Tuts remarkable and beautiful bird is less than 
the common green Woodpecker: the beak is very 
different from that of the rest of the genus, being 
rounded, and ridged only on the top; it is one 
inch and a half in length, black, somewhat bent, 
and sharp at the point: upper parts of the head 
and neck ash-coloured : hind part of the head red: 
sides of the latter, throat, and fore-part of the 
neck, pale yellow: on each side of the head, from 
the base of the lower jaw to the-neck, is a stripe 
of black: back, scapulars, and wing-coverts, grey 
brown, transversely striated with black lines: 
breast, belly, and sides, whitish yellow, each fea- 
ther with a round black spot at the tip: on the 
middle of the breast is a large crescent of black ; 
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the thighs, upper and under tail-coverts, black 
and white, mixed: quills brown, shafts yellow, 
spotted with brown on the outer edge: rump 
whitish: tail blackish, outwardly edged with grey; 
the exterior feathers spotted with white on the 
margins; the shafts of all but the two middle fea- 
thers are yellow half way from the base: legs and 
claws brown: the female has the crown and neck 
behind grey brown: the red on the back of the 
head not so brilliant: but she wants the black 
mark on the throat, and the greater quills are not 
spotted on the edges. ‘This species is very abun- 
dant in most parts of North America, where it 1s 
known by the names of Hittock, or Pint, from its 
note, and High-hole, from the situation of its nest. 
It is seldom known to climb trees in the manner 
of the rest of the genus, but is almost continually 
on the ground in search of insects, on which it 
principally feeds, but when there is a scarcity of 
these, it is said to eat the berries of the red cedar, 
both of which make it very fat, when it is esteemed 
as very fine eating: it stays in the southern parts 
all the year, but in the northern is said to appear 
in April, and disappear in September: it lays from 
four to six eggs in hollow trees, and is called by 
the natives in the neighbourhood of Fort Albany, 
Outhee-quau-now. 
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CAPE WOODPECKER. 


(Picus cafer.) 


P. supra, fuscus, subtus vinaceus, maculis rotundis nigris, alis sub= 
tus scapisque remigum et rectricum miniacets, 

Woodpecker above fuscous, beneath reddish, with black round- 

_ ish spots; wings beneath, and the shafts of the quills and tail- 
feathers, bright red. 

Picus cafer. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1, 431—Lath, Ind. Orn, 1. 
242. 53. 

Gold-winged Woodpecker, Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 599. 49. A. 


Tuis bird is extremely like P. auratus, but is 
rather less: beak similar to it in make, but 
brown: on each side of the jaw a crimson streak : 
upper part of the plumage brown; lower part vi- 
naceous, with black spots: shafts of the quills and 
tail red: the under parts of the wings pale red: 
tail black, pointed, each feather bifid at the tip: 
legs and claws brown. Native of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 
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CRIMSON-BREASTED WOODPECKER. 


( Picus olivaceus.) 


P. olivaceo-fuscus, uropygio saturate, pectoré pallide coccinets, cor 
pore toto maculis. pallidis, crisso fascia Susca. 

Brown olive Woodpecker, with the rump darker; breast pale 

-- crimson; the whole body with pale spots; vent with a brown 
band. 

Picus olivaceus, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 431.—Lath, Ind. Orn. 
1. 242. 54. : 

Crimson-breasted Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 599. 50. 


Tuus species is likewise a native of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and has a similar beak to P. auratus; 
it is black, and two inches in length: the upper 
parts of the head, neck, and body, are dusky olive 
brown, faintly dotted with paler brown: throat 
and fore-part of the neck dusky brown, marked 
with a few slight paler spots; lower part of the 
neck and breast pale crimson: rump the same, 
but paler, and marked with still paler spots quills 
dark brown, marked on each web with oblique 
cream-coloured bars: vent dusky brown, marked 
with faint bars of a paler colour: shafts of the 
quills and tail yellowish; the latter two inches in 
length, black above, and olive yellow beneath ; 
forked like the two last: legs black. 
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PORTORICO WOODPECKER. 


(Picus Portoricensis. ) 


P. niger, subtus coccineus, fronte superciliis, uropygioque albis. 
Black Woodpecker, beneath scarlet; rump, forehead, and line 
over the eyes, white. pees as 
Picus Portoricensis. Shaw. Zool. Misc. 22. . ? 
Pic de Portorico. Daud. Ann, Mus. d’ Hist. Nat. 2. 286. 57. 
Portorico Woodpecker. Shaw. Zool. Misc, 22. 953. 


Tue upper parts of this bird are black, and 
under parts bright scarlet, with the exception of 
the rump, forehead, and a line above the eyes, 
which are white : beak lead-coloured : legs black: 
about ten inches in length: female not so bright 
in colour as the male, and with the secondary 
quills edged with white. 

Described in the Annales de Muséum d’ Histoire 
Naturelle by M. Daudin, who informs us that it 
is a native of Portorico. | 


TRIDACTYLIA. TRIDACTYLIA. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum polyedrum, rectum; || Beak many-sided, straight; 


apice cuneato. wedge-shaped at the tip. 
Nares pennis setaceis recum- || Nostrils covered with seta- 

bentibus obtecte. ceous recumbent feathers. 
Pedes tridactyli, digitis duo- || Feet with only three toes, 

bus anticis, uno postico. placed two before and one 


behind. 


\ \ E have separated this genus from Picus on 
account of the number of toes, this having but 
three, whereas the genuine Pici are all furnished 
with four, as already mentioned in our generic 
character. | } Ae 
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DOWNY TRIDACTYLIA. 


(Tridactylia hirsuta.) 


TR. albo nigroque varia. 

Tridactylia varied with black and white. 

Picus hirsutus. Vieil. Ois. de L? Amer. Sept. 2. 68. 

Picus tridactylis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 177. 21.—Lin. Faun. 
Suec, 103.—Gmel. Syst. Nat.1.439.—Phil. Trans. 62. 388.— 
Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 243. 56. 

Three-toed Woodpecker. Edw. 114.—Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 168. 
—Lath, Gen. Syn. 2. 600. 57.—Lath. Syn, Sup, 112. 

Le Pic a pieds vetus. Vieil, Ois. de L’ Amer, Sept. 2. 68. 124. 


In length eight inches and a half: beak an inch 
long, and broad at the base, the upper mandible 
dusky, the under one white; tips of each dusky: 
crown of the head bright yellow; sides of the 
head, in front of, and beneath the eye, spotted 
with black and white; with a white streak behind 
the eye: middle of the back white: upper parts 
of the body and wings black: wing-coverts and 
quills slightly spotted with white : chin, throat, and 
breast, white: bellystriated transversely with black 
and white: tail consisting of twelve feathers, the 
two middle of which are black, spotted with white 
on the inner webs; all the rest, but the most exte- 
rior one, which is white, and buff-coloured on the 
outer web, are black, with orange-buff tips: legs 
with only three ‘toes, placed two before and one 
behind. This bird varies both in size and mark- 
ings, being sometimes found: near ten inches in 
length, with the sides of the belly transversely 
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barred with black and white, and with the back 
plain black. Female has the crown of the head 
black, with a few perpendicular white lines. 

This bird is generally found in high northern 
latitudes, although it occasionally occurs in Aus- 
tria, and near Woronesch, on the Don. It is 
likewise abundant in the north of America, about 
the river Severn, and is said to feed on worms, 
which it procures from the rotten trees. 


WAVED TRIDACTYLIA. 


( Tridactylia undulata.) 


Tr. albo nigroque varia, subtus alba. 

Tridactylia varied with black and white, beneath white. 

Picus undulatus. Vieil. Ors. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 69. 

Picus tridactylis. 8B. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 243. 56. 

Picus varius cayanensis. Briss. 4. 54. 20. 

Epeiche, ou Pic varié ondé. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 78. 

Pic tacheté de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 553. 

Le Pic ondé. Vieil. Ois. de L’ Amer. Sept. 2. 69. 

Southern three-toed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 601. 
51, A. | 


Tuts bird was first described by Brisson : it is 
in length about eight inches: beak one inch, and 
ash-coloured: crown of the head red; the rest and 
upper parts of the body black: under the eye a 
streak of white: back and rump with a few trans- 
verse white stripes: under parts white; with the 
sides, thighs, and under wing-coverts striated with 
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black: quills black, with white spots: four middle 
tail-feathers black, the rest of the tail of that co- 
lour, but the two outer feathers white from the 
middle, and spotted with black on the tips and 
inner webs: legs cinereous : claws brown: female 
without the red on the head, or the white on the 
back and rump. 

This bird is said by Brisson to inhabit Cayenne : 
the figure in Buffon’s Planches Enluminées has 
four toes, placed two and two, and has two streaks 
on each side the head; in other respects it is similar 
to the above. 
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GALBULA. JACAMAR. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum rectum, _longissi- 
mum, quadrangulare, acu- 
tum. 

Nares ovate ad basin rostri. 


Lingua brevis, acuta. 
Pedes simplices, digitis duo- 
bus anticis, duobus posticis. 


Beak long, straight, sharp- 
pointed, and quadrangu- 
lar. : 

Nostrils oval, situated near 
the base of the beak. 

Tongue short, and acute. 

Feet simple, with two toes 
before, and two behind. 


\ \ E are very little acquainted with the ceco- 
nomy of the birds comprised in this genus, of 
which there are but a few species known; they 
are very muchallied to the Kingsfishers, but their 
feet are totally different, and they inhabit moist 
woods, whereas the Kingsfishers are only found 
near the sides of rivers: they have ten feathers in 
their tail, and are called by the natives of Guiana 


by the name Venetou. 
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GREEN JACAMAR. 


(Galbula viridis. ) 


G. cauda cuneiformi, corpore supra viridi-aureo, subtus rufo, gula 
alba. 

Jacamar with a wedge-shaped tail; body of a golden-green 
above, rufous beneath, and throat white. 

Galbula viridis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 244. 1. 

Alcedo Galbula. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 181. 15.—Gmel, Syst. Nat. 
1. 459. 

Galbula. Briss. 4. 86. 1. 

Jacamiciri.. Edw. 334. ae 

Le Jacamar. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 220. 10.—Buff, Pl. Enl. 

 -238.—Vieil. Hist. Nat. des Jacamars. 2.1. ! i 

Green Jacamar. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 603. 1. 


Tuts splendid bird is about the size of a lark: 
beak black, slightly incurved, and sharp at the 
point, about two inches in length: irides blue: 
prevailing colour on the upper parts of the body, 
of a most brilliant, changeable green, glossed with 
copper and gold: chin white; belly and vent ru- 
fous: tail wedge-shaped, consisting of ten fea- 
thers; the two middle feathers very long, and the 
outer ones much shorter: legs greenish yellow, 
short and weak: claws black. This bird is some- 
times found with the belly and throat rufous, and 
the chin yellowish, instead of white. 

This is a very solitary bird, and it is rarely seen 
in company with another: it frequents such moist 
woods as abound with insects on which it feeds: 
its flight is short and quick; and it perches on 
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branches of trees in the thickest parts of the woods, 
where it remains all night and part of the day with- 
out moving: although a solitary species, it is far 
from scarce. | 

It is called at Guiana Venetore, and is eaten by 
some of the natives of Brasil. It is said to have 
an agreeable note. 


RED-THROATED JACAMAR. 


(Galbula rubricollis. ) 


G. supra viridi-aurea, subtus rufa; gula rubra. | 

Jacamar above of gilded green, beneath rufous, with a red. 
throat. 

Le Jacamar a gorge rouse. Viel, Hist. Nat. des Jacamars. 
A. 2. 


Commonty considered as a variety of the pre- 
ceding, but established as a species on the au- 
thority of Monsieur Vieillot, who has figured it as 
distinct: it agrees in manners and ceconomy with 
G. viridis; but differs principally in having the 
throat red instead of white; and the tail being 
longer in proportion. 
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PARADISE JACAMAR. 


(Galbula paradisea. ) 


G. rectricibus duabus intermediis longissimis, corpore vtridi-aureo, 
jugulo alisque subtus albis. 

Jacamar with the two middle tail-feathers very long ; body greens 

_ gold; jugulum and wings beneath white. 

Galbula paradisea. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 245. 3. 

Alcedo paradisea. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1, 181. 14.—Gmel. Syst. 

Nat. 1. 458. 

Galbula longicauda. Briss. 4. 89. 2.t. 5.f. 2. 

Jacamar a longue queue. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 222.—Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 271.—Vieil. Hist. Nat. des Jacamars. 5. 3. 

Swallow-tailed Kingsfisher. Edw. 10. 

Paradise Jacamar. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.605.3.—Lath. Sup. 113. 


Tus species is not so solitary as the others be- 
longing to this genus, as it frequents the more 
open parts of the woods; is found in pairs, utter- 
ing a soft whistling kind of note, which is rarely 
heard far off: it feeds on insects, and flies farther 
at one time than G. viridis: it is nearly a foot in 
length: beak two and a half inches long, black, 
pointed at the end, square, and compressed on 
the sides: head of a dull violet brown: throat, 
fore-part of the neck, and under wing-coverts, 
white; the remainder of the plumage dull green, 
in some lights nearly black, in others with a ‘slight 
gloss of violet and copper bronze: the two middle 
tail-feathers six inches in length, exceeding the 
next by two inches and a quarter: the outer one 
is only one inch long: legs black: female not so 
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926 WHITE-BILLED JACAMAR. 


bright as the male; crown of the head brown; and 
tail shorter. Native of Surinam and Cayenne. 


WHITE-BILLED JACAMAR. 


(Galbula albirostris. ) 


G. cauda integra, corpore viridi-aureo subtus ferrugineo, rostro 
albo; mas. gula macula trigona alba antice testacea. 

Jacamar with an entire tail; body of a green-gold, beneath fer 
ruginous ; beak white; throat of the male with a triangular 
white spot, testaceous in front. 

Galbula albirostris. Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 245. 4. 

White-billed Jacamar. Lath. Syn. Sup. 113. 

Le Venetou. . Vieil. Hist. Nat. des Jacamars. 6. 4. mas, 7. 5. 


female. 


Ratuer less than G. Paradisea: beak straight, 
barely an inch and a half in length, and white, 
except the base of the upper mandible, which is 
dusky: nostrils with three or four bristles on each 
side: chin with a triangular white spot, between 
which and the beak is pale rufous: upper part of 
the body deep glossy green: under parts deep 
rufous: tail short, even at the end, all rufous, 
except the two middle feathers, which are green: 
legs black: length seven inches: female without 
the white trigonate spot beneath the chin, and 
with the primary quills, and all the under parts 
dull rufous. 
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GREAT JACAMAR. 
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GREAT JACAMAR. 


(Galbula grandis.) 


G. supra cupreo-aurea, versicolor, subtus ferruginea, gula fascia 
alba, cauda cuneiformi. . 
Jacamar above gilded copper, changeable ; beneath ferruginous; 
throat with a white band ; and tail wedge-shaped. 

Galbula grandis, Lath. Ind. Orn, 1. 245, 2. 

Alcedo grandis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 458. 

New Jacammaciri. Pallas, 6. 10. B. 

Le Jacammaciri, Viezl. Hist. Nat. des Jacamars. 8. 6. 
Great Jacamar. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 605, 2. 


First described by Pallas: size of Picus viridis : 
beak square; flat, but not compressed at the sides; 
twenty-two lines in length: nostrils naked: irides 
blue: upper parts of the body, with the wing and 
tail-coverts, secondaries, and head, of a copper 
colour, varied with gold: primary quills brown : 
tail-feathers beneath grey, changing to violet ; 
above green-gold: throat, breast, and belly fer- 
ruginous: tail longer than the body, and wedge- 
shaped. Locality unknown. Length twelve inches. 


END OF PART I. 


T. Davison, Lombard-street, 
Whitefriars, London. 


ia, 
Sage oe 


DAVs taey 7 
Ds hig oe 


F 
ap air es 


4 


a 
’ bee = , 
e Ld eal Ay ¢ ai a 


et 
eae 


i* 


Oey et = 


©.’ i ef 
os ed 
ia 


ea 


Py 
pa 


o 
-= 


ar en 


- 
ye 


oo, “pa aae 
ee) i 0 ae yt 


eter: | 


ays ae 


pot 


, P, a 
aes 


i} 
¥ 


* 
\ 


TV 


if ‘ _ 
pee 


— 


* 
Settee eich 5 : 
i Ne aa) 


F 
we 
ay ber 


OAT FL 
Ms Re ty ai ‘ 
eo. ; 
m4 he . oP ( 
( 


a > 
ne se 
2) cs 


x? : } 


é 
a. 


es 


